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lîzuîds \\'Crc clasI)e( l)chind linui and luis
liead 1)owed low~ as lie wvalkcd, iow slow-
lu. iio\v I)riskly, frorn one side of the
rooil *to tic otiier. Cu lay hhrougliott

liad been one of an-xiety and trouble.
R1eftugees. ficcing fromi tie outrag-es and

uiîerl--Icifuil lawlcssness of a miob of re-
volîltionists, lîad been comning to the city
duiring the entire daY Nvitli frcshi tales
of uîîiserv and (lisaster. I3uilciîîgs werc
buirncd to tlîc grouu(l, and niany occui-
îpuuts of burning luonies ]lacl lost Ilîcir
lhves ini the tiauics. H celpless chlidren

wece tlîrown frouî tlic ilanes by wvritli-
îuîgy. p)raviIg nuotiiers. and(l inirlc(l back
t(aaju bv fraiîtic, cursing (leliolis in the
fornis of mîen. As tic 1m01) 5w\e 1)t*for-
ward Ini ils efflorts t0 Carry ail] before it,

\\,oiii and chljdren w\erc tramlplc(l to
(leathtinuuoticc(1 l)e]iatl its feet. Old
mencu, decrepit wvith age. fatignied and
uuiable to keel) pace wvithi their uia( com-
panijons, fell to tlîcir knecs, cuirsiug(l and
1)ravilug in turns. as the blind lioard

s\wcplt over* tlîeuî, beatiing the blood ini-
to Ilîcir eves, afl( leavincr tiieru writh-

îig and gyroaiii til)ofl the g-rotnd. The
~vrekaocstre\vui luic th wakc of sucli

storuiis is hiorrib)le bevond description.

Suicli occnrrenccs as iluese wcu* aioue
tue cause of sufficicit' aux-,iety, ho i 'aul
ini bis Cal)aCity as uîilitary officer. Btt
luis auîxîcty wvas atiguuiefltc( alinîost l)c-

yOndi(l iduricc l)v the intervicNv lic lîad
lîa<l xitli N ickolai Natarofi . uitiierto sup-
l)osed to have been luis uincle. and its un-

exj)eCte onclusion.
As lic paced t0 and( f ro. hr\i«iivl

10 case bis conflused mîini. lic stOl)pe(l
sti1(lnlvand( stoo( listciliii as if lue

lia(l lîcard souîîc stranic sotuîd. A pro-
loig-c(l shout eclioC( froi a (distanit p)art
of thic City. H11 cstcppec inril 10 ]lis
N\Iili(lO\\ auid lookcd out iinto flic (ark

nîgolît. Tl'le clotl(15 liauîoiui low above
the city wverc stee1)C( iii a, rC( liie tb
I iglît froni raging- fures. Turingio (jUlick-
lv fromi lus wvindoxv, lie Nvas about ýto

rutshi fronu luis roomn mbi tlîe streets Mlieni
a cjuick lîurried *knock sounded ligluhly
ou* luis door. J-e startcd back with a
strîîge seuise of fear. Souuethliii in tilt
kuiocking catise(1 hiiTu to ibye cauitiolns-
IV. Slowly lue approaclied the door and
opened it.' A croticlîing, figure stepped
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quickly- tlirouoi thc (loorw~ay and( ran.
ab)out tlie rooni whining, 1)itia-ýbl\. Pauil
stepp)c( back and1 eyeI the new-comner
mwith surprise ifiiglc(l w'ith a touchi of
suslpicionl. ht Nvas thli lîg.

"Ohi, Paul, Pani! Q uick, for vour
own sake andl mine-Corne hiere to' thc

l-iglit !"

Shic stcppcd quickîv to the tale that
stood in the full lighlt of an ovcrhlano--
iîg .1 ami). Taking fromi tue folds of her-
shawl a tighitly bouind eflvelol)e that
seeiiie(l fuli of papers, shie laid it uipon
the table and tuî-ncd ho Pauil, who eycdl
lier keenly and Nvithi iuterest.

"W/cil, wlîat is it, miothier ?' lic asked,
a littie impatiently.

She 1-ovcd closer to inii au(l clasl)e(t
luis lîand w'ith lier thin fingers.

"Ai.cs. îuiother, inotier !" she criC(l.,
rce)cati1lg the e1)ithet l)y which Paul., ac-
cordiug to thle prevaiiugi custoin, liad
a(l(resse(l lier. *'Come here, Pauttl !' andI
she puillcd irn to\\ar,(ls the Iighlt. "Look
inito iii cyes noxv, and eall nie iîotlîer
again. Cali. ne inotiier, Pauil, for I arn

iud(led yon r miotler, an(l you are mny
son, mii true son."
.1laul seunied îiio-rc bc\\Til(lered( tlîan

cveî.. andl 5100(1 \ithout speaki;ig a Nvord-
"Paul. l?--aul !"' slie cried agaiu. and

tlî. tears l)cgan to streani froin lier eyes.
*'Look< at me. Pauil ! T. alin yotur niiothier-,
vouir i-al mîotlîer-d (10i n0ot kniow
ie. ? [-tut nio. lîow couild von - vou

wcu.e so snîall thcuî. And( youir fatlîer,
Paul -tllc\- told nie lie xvas (eaci-

b)ut the\- lic(l lic is îîot (lea(1
- lie lîves. I kul, andl lic islîr-

lic lias couic l)ack to ils. ihave seu
hlm iii ithe streets touîight.

For- an insqtanit Pauil wvond1re( i f she
wcre nui. H1'icii lic sliu(l(lercl 1<) thiinl

tliat pelaslic liniiself wvas Iia(l.
**Do vOu niot iîdcrstauîd nic, Pai ?

she persistel.
Stldldeniil the story wvhiclî N\ickolai lîad

toid lilaii llaslie1 before luis iîîîind. J-e
caugclit lier thiin lîauds in lus ali( lookcd
ah lier tcquîinlvN.

"Thien J arni not Patil Nataroif," lie
sail slowlv.

"N'ýeveri" siuc cried. "You ai-e Pauil
Ivfazurinik, but J sold voni, J solci yon


