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AN EXPERIMENT IN FLAX
CULTURE.

Professor Hays, of the Minnesota Agri-
cultural College, has been experimenting
with the cultivation of flax, and has found
a means of producing a fibre plant that
will, he thinks, bring about a revival of
that industry in his state. Some years
ago, there was a rush into the flax rais-
ing in Minnesota, and five factories were
built in the state for the manufacture of
the fibre. But the attempts at successful
growth were failures, and the cultivation
has been practically abandoned. Profes-
sor Hays secured some Russian flaxseed
a few years ago, and has since then plant-
d. it with the native seed, and succeeded

in hybridizing a plant which promises to
be as successful a growth as that which
has been raised in Oregon during the
past few years. The result of the mixture
has been the production of a plant averag-
ng about seven inches in height above

the native plant, with a great improve-
ment in the fibre over the parent yield.

It was also shown that it takes only
about the same fertilizing *elements from
the soil that a crop of wheat does, and
that, therefore, it will be an easy matter'
to know how to reinforce the land. Pro-
fessor Hays has also succeeded in getting
a very bushy plant for seed production,
bushier, he claims, than those grown else-
where. They are shorter than the fibre-
producing plants, but the stalks can be
used for a coarse fibre with much profit,
thus making the seed bush a source of
double profit. It is expected that the
series of experiments that have resulted
so well may re-establish flax growing, as
one of tI4e industries of the state, as
there is ah enôrmous acreage that can be
utilized, much of which barely pays for
itself, as wheat fields in these days of the
enormous production of that cereal.

ROAD-MAKING.

Not only Ontario, but the Maritime
Provinces of the Dominion, are becom-
ing convinced of the economy of good
country roads, and are taking interest in
providing them. A resident of Laurence-
town, Halifax County, J. C. Conrod by
name, writes to the Halifax Chronicle. re-
garding road work. Mr. Courod being
an old resident and having travelled a lot
over our roads, claims to be in a posi-
tion to know whereof he speaks. He says
the great secret in mending roads is to
keep the water out of them, by digging
side trenches. He says the water should
not be allowed to travel fifty feet on any
Part of a road. The sides should be dug
occasionally. and the wheel tracks and
holes filled in and some earth put on the
middle of the roadway. The large stones
should be dug o~ut and the holes filled
in, instead of a littlè earth and gravel
being placed about the stone to cover it.
When necessary, these stones can be
utilized to fill mud holes, or left' at the
side of the bridges. Mr. Conrod claims
if his ideas were adopted, the county
would have better roads than at present
at half the cost.

-That part of the Ontario and Rainy
River railroad running through United
States territory and south of the Lake of
the Woods to connect with the Manitoba
Southeastern is to be known as tbe
Minnesota and Manitoba.. Tbe 'incorpor-
ation of the company, which will build
the Minnesota part of the line, and which
has already filed articles. of incorpor-ation with the Minnesota State auditor
and cotinty register of deeds, are allbacked by Mr. McKenzie, and ample capi-
tal is on hand to pûît the scheme through
at once. The applicants are Hector Bax-
ter, Clarence H. Childs, Charles E. San-
ford, Edward W. Hawley, and David W.

nrowîton. The capital stock is $1,o00,-
oo0,.

-The changes that electricity has
wrought in metallurgical processes have
acted to render less expensive many of
the rarer metals. Callium, the rarest
metal, as produced by electrical processes,
is 230 times as expensive as gold.

-We are told that the terms of the
amalgamation of the Hamilton Blast
Furnace Co., and the Ontario Rolling
Mills Co., are in the main as follows:
The newly-formed concern will carry on
the smelting works, forge works, and
rolling mills, and will establish in a short
time a steel plant. The capital of the new
company is $2,ooo,ooo. Besides pig iron,

1it will turn out steel billets, angle iron,
steel bars, etc.

-Active operations are in progress at
Beechmont, where the Cape Breton Cop-
per Company have some thirty men en-
gaged in renovating the old shaft, etc.,
preparatory to mining the copper. It is
even reported, and on good authority,
that this company will operate a smelter
near their mine, and not ship their pro-
duct in its crude form to the United
States, there to be smelted. However,
the company will spend a considerable
amount of capital at any rate this sum-
mer. They are now reopening tfie old
shaft, and in a few weeks will commence
mining.-North Sydney Herald.

LIVERPOOL PRICES.

Liverpool, May 11, 11.30 p.m
s. d.

Wea , Sprng . . . ... ....... 6 3
Red Wlne ........... . . .....................
No e......-.............. ............................ ..

Pean ..d...................................................... 3 6L r new ........................ ............................. 3gg3
Pea .................................. 5 64Lard..............................................g26 g
Pork .............................................. 42 6
Bacon, heavy................................................ 29 0
Bacon, light........................ .... ..................... 28 '6
Tallow ......................................................... 24 g
Cheese, new white.....................................50 6
Cheese new oolored..................... 50 6

"h Farmers'and-Traders'
Liberal PoUelles
Eonomical
management.

LIFB AND ACCIDBNT
ASSURANCE CG. LImited.

Head OBee, ST. TROXAS, ONT.
Authorized Capital...................................o ,0o 00
Subscribed Capital....................................... 5,o000 00

H. STILL, Pres. JOHN CAMPBELL Vice-Prct.
D. E. GALBRAITH, Seoretary.

Agents wanted to represent the Company.
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The American Fire Insurance
Co. of New York.

Establshed 1857.

ASSETS, • * S1,245,758.71

For Agencies in the Dominion, apply to
the Head Office for Canada,

22 TORONTO STREET, TORONTO

JAMES BOOMER, Manager

HARBOTTLE & RIDOUT, Toronto Agents
The Policies of this company are guaranteed by

the Manchester Fire Assurance Co'y of Manchester
England.

Trayo1ers IlslralRc 00.
HARTFORD, OONN.

Life and Accident /**.D A TAL
Total Assets July 1, 18e8...............24,l0O,986.87
Total Liabilities......................... 19,85 991.43

Excess Security to Policy-holders... $1,244,694.94

IRA B. THAYER,
Chief Agent for Province Ontario West of

Hastings and Renfrew Counties.
Lawlor Building, N. W. Cor. King and Yonge St.,

Toronto. Telephone V00.

The Insurance
An.~~'~iCorporation

Agency Jof Ontario'
Limited.

HEAD OFFICE,
MAIL BUILDING, TORONTO

We can be of Service to You
In advancing money on an unexpired insurance

policy.
in paming.your premiums on an existing policy.In advancing the preniumsfor a new policy.
In providing you with a system for keeping your

policies in force.
In purchasing your life or endowment policy.In effecting to your best advantage insurance in

the strongest and most progressive Life
and Accident Companies doing business in
Canada.

In looking atter your interests in any matter
connected with your insurance.

The Metropolitan Life
Insurance Co. of New York

* THE LEADING INDUSTRIAL COMPANY OF AMERICA,"
ES RHPRESENTBD IN

ALL THIE PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES AND IN CANADA.

THE METROPOLITAN is one of the oldest Life Insurançe Companies in the UnitedStates. Has been doing business for over thirty years.
THE

THE

METROPOLITAN has Assets of over Thirty-Five Millions of Dollars, and a Sur.
plus of over Five Millions.

METROPOLITAN pays Two Hundred Death Claimas daily, and has Four MillionPolicy.holders.

THE METROPOLITAN offers remunerative empboyment to any honest, capable, in-dustiou man wh I.wllling to begin at the bottom and acquire alinowledge of thedetails of the business. He can by diligent studyo and practical experleace demon-
strate his capacity and establish his claim to the highest position in the field dithe
gift of the Company. It is within his certain reach. The opportunities for meritedadvancement are unlimited. All needed explanations will be furnished upon appli-cation to the Company's Superintendents in any of thp principal cities.

BRANON ONICUS IN cANADA:
Hamilton, Can.,8 James Street South-Gao. C. JapsoN, Su.London, Can., Duffield Block, cor. Dundas and Clarence Sts.-Joaw T. MEcRANT, Supt.Montreal C.Rooms5 andN Moard of Trade Buildin 49St. Sacrament St.-CuAs.' STAUsPraLD.Ottawa, (te., cor Metosife and Qusen St.., MetropoEt it Buildlng-Famcis ILR.Pu, SePt..Quebec, Can., 105 St. Peter's St., 1 Peoples Cham Josa Fiig-A c RFu,,Supt.Toronto, Can., Room B, Conderton Building -Wu. . W«s»aup* Supt.


