
SUPPLEMENT TO TH£ CANADIAN MILITARV GAZETTE.

two coluînns. The one, Of 200 men,
went te St. Foix ; the other, of 400, ta
Lorette. We took post at bath places;
and, se soon as they were secured, a
corps Of 700 men marched to St. Au-
gustin, brought off the enemy's advance
guard, with many cattie, and disarmed
the inhabitants. These two posts were of
the greatest importance. First, they
gave us an opportunity of watcbing the
enemy's motions, whiie they covered
ours ; secondlv, they put, under aur
dominion eleven parishes, which great-
iy contributed ta furnish us with fresh
provisions during the winter, and what-
ever was necessary for subsistence ; and
at the saine turne'reiieved the garrison in
the works they were carrying on. Lastly,
by furnishing us with wood ; an article
aithe utmost cansequence, and which
deserves a particular cous i de ra ti on .
When the fiee left us, we lad, at nmost.
firing for 15 or 20 days only. \iter
camie on with hasty strides. The furest
of St. Faix was the nearest to the town.
We wanted nearly 16.ooo cords of woad
for the hospitals, guards, and quarters;
and w-e had, at the tixue, but very littie
felled in the island of Orleans. Tihe
trinsparting it wias extreîuely slow and.
difficult, as the river was theu coivered
with fioating ice. Very fitw ays after
we liad secured the posts of Lorette and
st. Foix, we Set 200 fel!ers at work, and
mxade a sufficient nuniber of hand
si edges.

Towards the latter endl af Novernîer
we began to distribute fiting. Trhe sev-
eral regirnents sent out ail the mien of
duty withi these sledges, aud tbey
brouglit as inucli wood to the garrison as
tbey could drag. It is ta be observed
that this work was carrie(l on during
three xnontbs, at a season ai the year
which, for its severitv uîa y he said to be
unkuown to Furapean climnates. This
alone miay be put in parallel with thc
xnost fatiguiuig cauxpaigns tixat ever were
miade in the Northeru parts.

Our affairs then wearing a good as.
pect, and finding ourselves secured
agaiust any sudden attack, a detachînent
of 200 men was sent beyond the river St.
Lawrence. Thev disarnied the inhabi.
tants, aud nmade theni take the oath of
ailegiauce. This step miade us mnasters
of ail the sautliern coast, and supplied
us with great quautity af ireshi provi-
sions. Sonie tinie before the French
arny had takei» up their wiîîter quar-
ters, their advauced posts wpre at Paint-
aux-Trembles, St. Augustin, and Le Cal-
vaire. The remainder of their arny was
l)etween Les Trois. Rivieres and jacques-
Cartier.

The Frencli generais being inforned
that aur garrison diminished daily, by
the constant and unavoidable hadships
we were expased to, resolved ta carry
the place by main force in the depth of
winter.

In pursuance of that scheme they
made ail the iuecessary preparatiaus.
Rackets, or snowshoes, were distributed
to the soidiers ; and great numbers of
scaiing ladders çee ma de. They even
exercised their nmen ta fix and inount
their scaiing ladders. The attack was
te have been inade towards the xniddle
of Febmuary ; and notwithistanding al
their precautions te couceai their dle-
sign, by cutting off aIl communication
with Jacques-Cartier, îvhich hithierto had
been open ta the Canadians, we were ap-
prized af their intentions. The enemy,
who had neyer iost sight af their pro-
ject, sent a detachinent ta Point Levis,
ta take post there, ta gather together the
inixabitauts of tbe Southeru caast and
strengthen their amiy therewith, and ta
form a magazine ai provisions. The
pasts ai Le Calvaire and St. Augustin
were aiso reinforced by saine coxupanies
of grenadiers. The enemy had been
about eight days in possession af Point
Levis, busied in heaping up a. great
quantity aif four, and killing 400 oxen
for the subsistence of their army during

the expedition, when ourlight infantry,
with a detachment Of 200 men, dislodged
thein (we could flot attempt it sooner,
the river flot being frozen over.) Their
retrect being very precipitate, they left
but few men. One officer and eleven
private men Only were made prisoners.
But we becamue masters of the greatest
part ai their provisions. We toak post
ln St. Jaseph's Church until we had
built two wooden redoubts, and',uîounted
cantnon on one ai theni.

A few days ater the euemy came with
a greater force ta recover the said post ;but having timely notice ai it, sonie
battalions were ordered ta mardi over
the ice to cut them off; others, with the
lighit iniantry, to attack thern whle they
were besiegiug the clînrch. The enemy
finding theiselves snrrouiided on al
sides. thought ofa retreat, wiiich was sa
precipitate, that, notwithstanding aur
traaps marched with ail possible
diligence, tbey oniy ovetook part af the
rear. After this retreat, we fiuislîed aur
redoubts, filled miany trees, au(i secured
aur post fraîi the d1 uiger ai any freshi
ixisult. The sanie detaclîment, that lîad
attenupted ta force us weixt, sonie (lays
aiter, aud took post at St. Michael,
below Point Levis. We Idid not think
proper ta iest theui, considering the
great dlistance they were froin us. It
seenxed now proale the French hla(l
altered their views ; titat they Wauld
p.)stl)oiie any furtixer attack tilt the
spring, and thcn fbrui a regular sicge:
At ieast, ail their preparati<)ns steeued
ta ilndicate it. Thev begani rigging their
ships. repairing their harks and boats.
buildinîg galle -vs, casting balîs and
homxbs, and inakzing a prodiýgious (ltatltity
ai fascines and gallious ; in short, pre-
pared evemytting that was ilecessary for
a siege. We, ou the other hand, made
a great nunîher ai fascines, palisadoes
and stakes to intrench aurselves on the
hieights ai Abrahiam as soon as the sea-
son would permit. Whilst tliese pre-
parptions were niaking on bathi sides,
part of our liglit iniantry, witlî a detach-
ment froni the arnxy, went and( surprised
the encuiv's advanced pasts at St.
Augustin, maison-Brulee, and Le Cal
vairee;sad notwithstandiug tixeir aient-
1ess in retreating. we took 9o prisoners.

Saine tinte suer, thev hoped ta take
their revenge, attempting ta carry off
aur wo(l cutters and angers that cover-
ed Lorette sud St. Faix; but they were
reptnlsed.

Our crcuîxîstances becanxe dailv nmore
citical : Tiere wvas a great probaility
the Frenchi armiy and slîips woldf filil
down the river as soon as it opetied,
and (tue gronnd beîng yet frozen) that
we should nat have tinte ta farna aur
initreuchinents. These considemations
obliged us ta sexîd the ligbt infantry ta
Cape Range, with orders ta iortiiy that
post, as weil ta l)revent the eenry's
landing tixere, as ta be nearer at baud ta
observe their mations:- The works were
hardly hegun wlieu the irost broke up.
The enienîy's.ships feu dawn aud landed
tîxeir aruty at St. Augustin, andtutarciie(
directly towards Lorette, iu order ta
surprise that post, snd cnt Off tho(se ai
Cape Range and St. Foix. \Ve pre.
veîxted their success. The detachi
ment at Lorette feul back uponl St. Foix,
and part ai the garrisan îuarched out
aud covered the rctreat iront these pasts,
with the ioss ai twa tîten otily. The
night between the 27th and 28t11 of Apnil,
the whoie Frenchi am:in as at St. Faix,
and their advaniced pasts withîn ntlusket
shnt ai the town. (On the 2801l in the
xuaorning, oul.ighlt iiiautry and Valun1-
teers marclie<1 aut, <rove off the enenîy's
van, au( l oliged thlenx ta keep at a
greater distance. At uine aur whole
arinîy nanched ont ai the tawn With 20
pieces ai cannion, and aIl necessary tools
and imiplemeuts ta initrench theinselves
upon the heights ai Abraham. WVe had
just reached the gnouud when we dis-
covered the enemty's- van on the sinal
erninen ces at thýe entrance ai Siller

Wood, and their main army marching
along the road af St. Foix. As fast as
they advanced they taok shelter in the
Wood, and formed there. This was
deemed the decisive marnent ta attack thc
enemy, in order ta reap ail the advant-
ages that could be expected over an
army nat yet formed. In consequence
af this resolution aur men advanced.
Eight battalions made up aur first line,
and two the second line ; the light
iniantry and twa companies ai grena-
diers cavered aur right flauk ; aur voluu-
teers, the rangers, aud a detachinent ai
ioo men, covered the leit. As sooti as
we came within mnusket shot, aur light
infantry attacked the enenxy's grenadiers
an the let aud repulsed theni briskly.
At the saune instant the volunteers and
angers attacked their riglit ( *whîch also

gave way) sudmnade thernselvtz masters
ai a redoubt the euernîy had taken pos-
session af. The center advanced pasts
fied wtlîaut a blaw. WViilst we thus ob-
liged the van ta fiy, the body ai the
eeuny's aruîy advanced witli great
stnides, sud formned ini colutuns. As soon
as iornned, one ai their coluwnus came ta
sustain thie Grenadiers, pursued by aur
liglit iniantrv. They directly wbeeied
round the risiîxg grounds, and tonk aur
riglit wing ini flauk. At the sainee Unie
another colinxî, headed hy the cheva-
lier de Levy, whieeled roaud aur left
llauk. The battalions ai the secondl
lie iuinîediat-cly mtade a uiovenient ta
the rigbt and left, ta cover and pnotect
aur fl.inks Thtis wa3 the criticai nia-
nitut ; we wvere in (langer aiflxaving al
the farces of Canada to cope with, aud
onr comniuications eut off. These con-
sideratons abiiged lis ta retreat, flnding
ourselves net straug enough ta resist,
and tiot Iîaving been able ta prevent
tixeir fonuing. \Ve were conîpelled ta
leave aur cannon behind us, the wresths
ai snow amidlid roads rendering it lui-
possible ta bring theni off. We lîxu 300
mxen killed. or taiken prisonens in the
action, and 700 wonnded. The Frenchi
iost according ta thein own confession,
2,500 nieu. The French arînv consisted
ai ten eaux plete battalians (having heeji
conipletcd hy picked nien iront the Ca-
nadians>, 400 savages, and 7,600 Cana.
disus, beiug iu al 13o000umen. Our
amnîy,befome the battle, was 3. Mn' en.

The French order of battie n'as, ten
cotupanies ai grenadliers, two ai voliin.
teer.-, 4o0 savages for the van : eiglit
battalions <rawiiu niin four coluinîns,
with sanie corps ai Canadians lu the lu-
tervals ; for thxe main body ; two batta-
lions, sud saine corps ai Canadians on
the ,fianks, for tîte rean; iastly 2,000 Ca-
nadiatîs for a reserve. Suci were their
aider sud intentions, if %ve lad given
thent tinte ta forni. The Frencht opeîîed
titein trenches ini the night between thxe
2Stli snd 29t1t. Their ships anchored at
Foulon, below thieir camtp. For several
(iavistley were husy iu Ianditîg tîteir
cannon, inartars, and ather animuni-
tion. Tlxey worked incessantly at per-
iecting their trenches, and lun aising-
batteries; an(l an thei i îth ai May they
opene(i three batteries ai cannon, and
ane bondb attery. We umade the ne-
cessary dispositions ta defend tue place
ta the last extneuîity. XVe plsnted can-
lion on every bastion, aud even on the
curtaitîs. We raised two cavaliers, and
mtade attorks The eneuîy cannonad-
ed us briskly the first day ; but aur ar-
tillery (which liad already obligedt hexîx
ta change their attack) soan silenced
thein, and their fire slackeued dsiiy.
flefore they opened their batteries we
haci 132 pieces ai cannon piaced ou aur
ramparts, niostly dragged there by the
soldiery. Natwithstandiug this foruid.
able artillery, we were 50 circumstauc-
ed, that, had a French fleet appeared
first lu the river, the place niust inevit-
ably have fallen, though we bad resolv-
ed ta niake, and shauid certainiy have
made, the most vigaraus and obstinate
resistance. The 9th ai May anc ai aur
frigates anchored in the basin, and


