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TRY IT.
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Notes and Comments

To all of our readers a Happy
New Year and to the Canadian
Militia a greater measure of encour-
agement than has beeu its lot during
tlie past twelve months.

Looking back to the beginning of
1894 it must be admitted, to use a
familiar Hiberaianism, that if the
militia force has advanced at all
since that date, it has been in
a backward direction. With a new
minister, and a general possessing
energy and independence, the force
looked for the accomplishment of
considerable progress in the work
of putting the militia on a satis-
factory footing, but the hope has

vanished in a complete disappoint-

ment. The militia has never been
in a worse condition than it is to-day,

The past year has been distinctly
one of retrogression. Many officers
who have pluckily fought against
official disappointments and dis-
couragements for years, have at last
left the force in utter disgust, and
men to take their places ar: not
forthcoming.  The tendency of
officialdom has been to make the
service more exacting, more onarous
and more and more unsatisfactory
to all in it, and at the same time to
rigidly withold the least particle of
that encouragement which the force
has the right to expect,

Nor has the dissatisfaction been
confined to the commissioned ranks.
Even the best of our more efficient
historical city corps have had dif-
ficulty in keeping up their establish-
ments, while the less favoured bat-
talions have found recruiting almost
a hopeless task. The number of
non-commissioned officers who have
retired during the present year has
been unprecedented, and this is the
brightest side of the picture, for it
portrays the condition of the city
corps.

The rural battalions which com-
prised the great bulk of the militia
force can hardly be said to exist
any longer, except on paper, and as
a matter of fact we only surmise
that they have even that nominal
existence. We have no official de-
monstration of the fact in a militia
list. It would be interesting, though
probably aggravating to hear just
what explanation those responsible
for the pascage of the militia esti-

mates through Parliament can offer

for the failure of the House to pro.

vide the funds for the annual camps
of training last year. On the face
of it, it looks like the most-disgrace-
ful piece of legislative neglect and
bungling on record. The effect has
been ruinotis in many cases and it
is doubtful if many battalions will
be able to pick up the thread of there
checkered existence again. It is-
true enough, perhaps, that in the -
cases of many battalions the country
would not be much the loser if their
titles never appeared on <a militia
list again, that is if a grateful gov-
ernment is ever to provide us with
another militia list. But then the
inefficient corps might just as well
have been dispatched decently, and
it must be remembered that in this
system of selection by the starvatiou
method, the good are most unjustly
made to suffer with the bad. It
will probably be a long time before
the powers that he realize what a
disastrous year this has been for
the rural corps. '

Another disappointment of the
year has been the Martini-Metford
rifle, for disappointment it undeuiaf
bly is. We have purposely refrain.
ed from any criticism of this much
lauded new weapon umtil it was
tested. The test has néw been ap-
plied and the rifl= found wanting.
Were it sighted properly and in any
way well balanced, it would be a
good target rifle, of course. Asit
is wrongly sighted and so badly
balanced as to make it almost im-
possible to hold to the shoulder it
cannot be the beau idéal target rifle
it was expected to be. Its excessive
weight effectually condemns it as a
service rifle. B

In one branch:of the service has



