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THE INDICATIONS FOR CYSTOSCOPY.*

Bv DRZ. \AI LLITui (of the Mayo Clinic).

Mr. President and Gentlemen,-In a way, you might say that
the indications for cystoscopy would be any case which had pain
or a feeling of weiglit in the region of the bladder, ai-d to a great
extent I believe that is true in very nearly every stnch case which
cornes to us. I believe every such case should be cystoscoped.
I have not much sympathy xvith the notion that the cystoscope
ouight to bc one of the last things ernployed. I believe it is a
more satisfactory thinig to do, cspccially in a badly (liseased

bladder, than souinding Nvitli a catheter. I have seen had resits

from a catheter, and I have som-etirnes seeni ba(l resits fromn a
cystoscop)e, but not very ofteni. Buit with the exception of acuite
cystitis,, ail cases xvhich have these symiptnims are ahlost always
cystoscol)ic cases. I 1 do ot believe it is necessary, iii tfe face of

a good history, which has corne on within a \\eek or ten days,
to subject youir case to the discomfort of a cystoscopic exam-ina-
tion, becnse yotir clinîcal history i's generally stnch that von can
miake a safe diagu> sis. providing that votn don't allow\- a case of
acuite cystitis to go drifting along tintil it becomes chrioiic hefore

dloingc anytlhinçr. These are the cases which., aftcr ten davs or

two xveeks, if not gettig hetter. sliould be cystoscopcd withiont de-

lay. To enlarge tupoi some o)f the conditions w'hich especial1v cali
for cystoscopic examination., w iii 1c the main subjeet of mv talk.

To begin with, those of yotu mlo do stnrgery, especially prostatic

snrgery, have heen struck \vith tlue condIitions that \VC find tw\o

tirnes out of ten, in which, afier takîng thie personal history of

the case, yo, wvili bave votur mind miade nip thiat it is a prostatie
case, and yotn make an e-xainaiition, alnd are surprîsed to flnd

t1nat there is very lîtle evîdeiice that prostatic hypertrophy is the
cauise. Sonietimes one of these old felloxvs won't have ilntch

hvpertrophy; stili he ilay he drawving bis uirine withi a cathieter,
Now, what wouild voni advise? Would youi advise an operation

uipon the prostate? Youi canflot (Io that tnless von can flnd som-e

evidence that the prostate is the cause of the svrnptoms.
For instance, stone in the bladder, a tumnor, and varions othier

conditions rnïght produce inuch the same symptorns that a hyper-

trophied prostate wonild, and the only wav of finding ont what
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