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T0 OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

We ‘auve sent out n large number of bills

to subscribers in avrears, and up to date the
roturns have not heen as large as they should
be. Asa newspaper, no more then any other
business, can be run oo an ¢mply treasury,
we earnestly tmst that all our patrons re-
ceiving these bills will make it & point to pay
off their indebtedness to Tue Trot WITNESS
without delny, Tur True WiTSEss is an
exceedingly cheap paper, the subseription
price (when paid in advance) being only one
duilar. The amount due by cach one is, ac-
cordingly, very smaily but the agregate of
these trifling snms reaches n figure fur up io
tie thonsards.  And these theusands are ab-
solutely reguired to give vach rewlera bright,
live, instruciive and entertaining newspaper
such as Tk Thes Wirssss s taday, We
pay so, witnout any heasting, to which our
reaiers will readily wdimit weure not very
Tue Inee Wirsess stands
on ite merits, and these emiitle it to the first
piace in the ranks of Cetholic juurnalism in
Capada, ‘Ihis distinction it has achicved
throueh the aid of the Montreal DaiLy PosT,
the anly Irish Catholie daily in America.
We have succeeded in furnishing to our

wrgely given,

poople & paper that is creditable to them ns

well as to ourzelves ; we are engaged in fight-

Ing their battles, and it is unly right and fair

that we should mect with their genetous co-
operation. This co-uperation can be rendered
doubly effective by each subseriber settling

‘hia or her indebtedness and by cach one
.securing a new reader and anbscriber for the

paper. In that way the usefulness of Tur
Trog WrTNess will be increased and the
public will be sure to recoive greater benefita
trom its proaperity and progress,

S ——— e ———

Tuz first bill of expenses in comnection
with the Norlh-West troubles has heen made,
and a messago from the Governor-General to
the House recommends an appropriation of
700,000 to go towards defraying the ex-
penses of the expedition up to date. The
daily cost of the force now under arms is cal-
culated to be at least nbout ten thousand

dollars,

Mg, PARNELL questioned the Government
concerning the violent interference of the
police and soldiers at the pow famous Mal-
low reception to the Priuce of ales. The
Chief Sccretary replied that the Government
justified the conduct of theo police. There-
upon/the Irish leader asked for asworn in-
quiry into the proceedings; bub the govern-
ment, fearing that too much light would re-
veal the hollowness of their justification of
the use of clubs and bayouets against the

- people, peremptorily declined to order such

" inquiry.

granted,
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..+ a'night. »The correspondents ovidently over-

i (sl

If the ministers were pot afraid of
the truth, and if they had o good case, Mr,
Pamell's request would have been readily

——

Canrt despatches dealing with Irish topics
and events are exccedingly unrcliable, Re.
cently they told us that the acts of violence
in Cork during the Royal show werc 80
numerous and so grave that, the hospitals
could scarcely contain ail the victims. They
told us that property wes destroyed right and

left ; in fact; that a serious Tiot; with all its
. evils, had Jasted €he better part of a day and

did the thing, snd to-day they are taking’ it

¢ ki
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|tids & dosen of persons~recsived: injuries;
which were ‘slight, and that the’ ddmage to'}:
mall.  Either thecorrespondents . Minerve
| organ smong on

.~ They" “inform us that ‘theve is

| property.is small. Hisner Lhe
lied yesterdny, or they lis bo-dsy. .

S ————

' A pEspaTom has been-received ' .from. Cal-
gary contradioting the report of the massacre
at Frog Lake, in whigh it wes alleged that
some fourteen people :lost their lives, and,
among them two Oblat Fathora. It is known
that Archbishop Tache refused to place any
credence in the report of the atrocity, and
strongly sdhered to the view that the truth
was wanting somewhere, The lateat Cal-
gary - despatch wounld seem to confirm the
Archhishop's opinion that thore was no sach
maseacre at Frog Lake as pretended. Bult
why are such reports circulated ? Is it to
embitter the popular feeling againat the
half-breeds and to force the anthorities to
adopt a war and slaughter policy * In mat-
ters concerning massacrea and Indian atroci-
ties it is bad and painful enough to hear the
truth withous feeding the paesions of anger
and revenge with incorrect or perhaps totally

fulge stories.

Tnere is 8 vacancy in the position of Regis-
trar of Quebec city and district, and rumor
is buay with the name of Hon. Mr. Lynch
in connection with this place of prominence
and trust. Perhaps the most popular mem-
ber in the Provincial Legislature is the Hon.
W. . Lynch, Minister of Crown Lunds,
Since his entry into political life he has dis-
charged hiz duties ip & manner to wic ap-
probation on all sides. Ha hrought to their
performance intelligence, energy and attenticn.
He always proved himself conscientions and
impartisl. A mon with sach & character and
of such & standing is a valuable representative
in the legislative halls and councils of
the country, and the people would regret his
disappearance from the arena of uctive public
life. But as our contemporary, the Gazelle,
justly remarks, *“If Mr. Lynch should decide
to relinguish political life, it is the feeling of
the members of thia house and the public
generally that he would be the right man in
the right place, The hon. gentleman has not
a personal enemy in the whole council or
assembly, and the appointment, if it takes
place, wonld be about the most popuilar ever
made by a Quebec ministry.”

S——————————
—_—

‘Iue Dublin Freeman repe: o o interesting
case of a bogus eutrage which was ventilated
at the Maye agsizes, and which sorves to
throw 'ight on the mode of manufacturing
crime to discredit the individual and the
country. A Mr. Manus Kene, ome of
the *foyalist following,” was threatened
with lezal proceedings by Patrick Cuwiey
for an astault which Mr. Kane’s son com-
mitted againgt the former’s sster. Mr.
Manue Kane swore publicly that ¢ no maiter
what it would cost he would scattor the
Cawleys.” Thatvery nizht the tail was cut off
his horee; he Teported the oceurrence to the
police, and civilization vas shocked at
the detuils of another ¢ fnhuman and

. rev———— e

T F e v A i mi 1l TSR R o b
74 - MINHRVD-ON-THE ROYAL VISIT

N

rs o

T iné D 6
 Freboll Sdhtériporaries, hus
an article on'the visit ‘of the Pnno; of ‘Wéllcl
to Ireland, whicki i retaarkable’for it Sor-
rect appreciation and its f_aithfu! pérh'aiﬁrq_
of the sitoation. A translatios of tha artiols
will be found interesting and inatructive,
Our eateemed contemporary says:—* The
Prince nnd Princess of Wales have met
with o rather :cool: reception. in the
sonth-east of Ireland. 1t ia olesr, however,
that vhe sentiment of hostility whish prevails
in that partof the country, as welles in the
others, i directed more against the Govern-

e

L. Minerve; onservative

ment than against the voyal family.
Royalty plays such o reduced and
fpsignificant vole in politics that it

ijs useless to aftack it unless we want to
deal a blow at the Goveroment gver its
shoulder, The Prince of Walos and his
brothers are mere instruments in the hands of
ministers, docile servants whom the Govern-
ment exhibit by turps in India and in Ireland
to subeerve the political ends of the moment.
These, however, are means which are more or
Iess eflicacioue, As far as Ireland is specially
concerned, Mr, Gladstone has been able to
gee that it is not tho tour of the Prince of
‘Wales which will pacify the ocouniry and
satisfy the public mind.

 Bomething clse is needed besides gaudy
demonstrations. We attach muczh fess im-
portance to the hented proceedings at dallow,
potwithstunding their apparant gravity, than
to the action of the Municipul Council

of the Irish metropolis, which officially
gonbbed the Prince of Wales, 1ln the case

of Mallow, it is alleged thaz the people acted
withont premeditation ; that exactly proves
the perpetuity and spontaneity of theirhatred,
Butin Dublin it wes tho civic authorities
themsslves which gave thesignal of hostility,
and this symptom is much graver
and wuch more gigpificant. It
proves that the higher classes as well as
tho lower, the large cities as well as the vil
liges, have serious grievances, which the
Liberal Cubinet vainly imagines it can redress
by gala exhibitions, The Prince and Princezs
of Wales, thus trotted from city to city by
Mr. Gladstone, have piayed thoir parts gaily
enough, They liave been good enough to in-
fcrm the world that they are satisfied, even
enchanted, with their little excursion. This
is very condescending om their part, but
there is cvery reason to believe that their
gatisfuotion to order is by no means shared by
the governinent.”

SRR TIRCEON n

RIEL'S MANIFESTO AND A PEACE
POLICY.

A manilesto, which is peacelul in toue, has
Heon issued hy Risl, It recites the grievances
of the half-breeds and other sottlers in the
North-West, and points oul the many steps
which havo been trken einee 1870 up to the
present year, to get the nuthoritics at Uttawa
to give @ liitle time and altention

cownrdly outrage.” His story was thaton
Incking from his door he saw Patrick Cawley |
and Micliael Craley, the one holling the ]
Lorse’s head  whilst the other operetod on !
the poor brote's tail. Both the acensed were !
arrested, lut, fortumately for themselves,
tiey were uble to «stublish their inneecen:
couclusively, and the magistrate dismisced
(he cases,  Mr. Kome was isdicted nt the
assizs for perjury, was found puilty, il for
six months o come he will meditute in the
sulitnde of the connty jail npon the defivi-
encies of the Crimes Act. Such inglances
a3 this are not uncommon, aad they serve to
show to what bage purposcs of private re-
venge speeial legislation can ho pervertud,
It is greatly to e feared, adds the Freemau,
that the vast majority of cases of this kind
escape undetected and that innocent men are
»unished on the onths of perjured villians.
e ———

Tne ignorance of the geography of the Do-
minion is again prominently displayed by
the English press in their discussion on the
half-breed rising in the North-West, In one
instance all tho papers published a statement
that Prince Albert, the scene of the troulle
was in the heart of Ontario. What isstill
more damaging is the unjustifiable error «f
early all the English editorial writers de"

geribing the outbreak and the Indian
ravages s taking place in  DMani-
toba, which, as a matter of fact, is at

peace with itaclf and with the rest of the
world. The actual scene of the revolt is
hundreds of miles to the north-weaterly point
of that province. The Canada Gasctte,
published in London, complains that the
result of this unfortunate error, on the

part of the Lnglish writers, has been
pot only somewhat injurious to the
reputation of Manitobs, but, what is

more gerious still, it hns also caused consider-
able needless apprehension nmongst persons
in the old country whose relatives have set.
tied in the Province, and who were naturally
disposed to fear that the latter were in immij-
nent danger. Agnig, the Daily News labors
under the belief that the Canadian Pacific
Railway hos not been carried further west
than Qu'Appelle, in spite of the many ioti*
mations of its rapid progress through the
Rocky Mountains which have appeared
in both the DBoglish and American
press _ during the last aix months,
And, lastly, we moy notice that the Saturday
Review seriously states that the Dominion
force will have to murch through miles of
interminable forest before it can reach the
rebels, the raviower ovidently aseuming that
the country between Qu'Appelle and Prince
Albert-ia, of precisely the same description as
that Detween Port Arthur and Winnipeg, It
is to be-hoped that the revolt may at least
lead to sich & study of the ggog'mphy of the
district as will in somo .measure correct the

to  the scttienient  of  thelr  claims,
The menifzsto relatcs how Avchbishop Taché,
M Hoyal, MLiv, aud other Canadian mm.
Luir, fntorested themeelves on Lehalf of the
North-\West sctilerz and plended their case
hofore the soveral adininiatrations, hut all to
no jurpsse,  Tie only anzwer that was given
1o those stoong aed infuential representations
was that ““something would be done,” or
ihe * mutur was vunder consideration,”
i charges Lient.-Governor Dawduney with
suse of the troable, and places tho
responsitility of the rebelion upon his
¢houlders 1 for the rehel leader says that
Dewdney mouet have misled the Government

being the

aud preventzd 1t from  being ucquainted
with the 7real situation of affairs,
Tho tyranny and dishonesty of thu

offizials placed over the people nre complained
of and denvunced in justly severe langunage.
And no wonder, when hull-breeds had been
arbitrarily deprived of their farms, and when
they had been fined for taking timber oft land
which they bad been cultivating for years,
Riel protests that it was never intended by
the balf-breeds to shed a drop of blood, and
pssorts thst they did uot fire on Crozier
until that officer fired first, They say that if
they axe to be robbed, starved and hunted ta
death, it is bettor that they die fighting, and
that they will not submit until honest offi-
cials are ecppointed to deal with them. If
they are given no other alternative we fail
to see that their attitude ehould provoke
any unueceseary display of Lostility or bully-
fem, for sll men of spirit placed in the same
cireumstances would take a similar course.
It is hard not to follow the instinct of self-
preservation. It is for this reason that we
said, and sey again, that the half-breeda are
not to be met as if they were the common ene-
mics of the Dominion., They ere not rehelain
the odioue sense of tho term ; they do not rise
to humiliate the government, to change or
destroy it, and they do not rise to effect a
disunion among the people or & division of the
confederation. In coneiderinz and passing
judgment on this North-Weast trouble it
would be well to bear those facts in mind.
By doing so there will be found much

in our deslings with the half-breeds, Let
the Government give them an assurance that
justice will Be done, that their rights, liber.
ties and lives will .be respected, and they
will lsy down their arms at once. In
adopting such a course wo do mot
believe that, under the special circum-
stcnces of the case, the Government
‘would be wanting in dignity or could be open
to a charge of weukness, In fact, the Gov-
ernment would only be consulting ite own
interests, a8 it would certainly promats those
of the country and of the whole people, by
secking for & pacific solution of the trouble
snd by manifeating good will aad & ktndly

T

‘gross misconceptions unfortunately prevatont,

disposition towards the half-breeds, even i it
in ab the elevénth wour., | | . oo

-~

less excuee for Jingoism and bloodthiratiness

cuf N

" Onragntion bas boad called, By & gumber
of indigaant, readers of the Montreal Times,
to an article-which appeared in :the columns’

{'of tHat" paper-in the early part of the wéel.

‘We aaw the Production, at the tire ;' but it
‘was 8o loathsome that we deemed it Wiser to
)pass it by, The-stench of it, howsver, has
become sostrong and Tepugnant to the noetrils
of ‘the comuiunity, that we are imperiously
called upon .to fumigate the thing. The foul
production is a gem of that soecial literature
‘which is direeted againat the Catholic Church,

It reads as follows : — -

 Prancois Xavier Beandry, dying at
Montrea], Canada, leaves fifteen bundred
thousand dollars to the Sulpician Order of
Roman monks, snd leaves to his widow one
thonsand dollars u year as long anshe lives.
His will was prepared by a Roman Cuthelic

riest ; his executors are two Roman Catho-
ic judges and & Sulpician monk. Beaudry
was a miser, He ignored religion till within
pinety days of hisdeath. He then fell into
the hande of the Church, and the natural re-
sult followed —hie widow and his heirs were
robbed in order that a monkery might be ea-
riched and an idle gang of snutf-taking priests
be allowed to drag out their worthless lives
in useless idleness, Such a thing is possibie
in Canada, was possible in the Uuited
States, but can no longer be done in this
country. This is the mode in which the
ohurch in all ages and in sll countries has
accumulated dishonest wealth. The time was
when half the landed property of the richest
states of Europe was held by it. Fat, luzy
priors and lousy monks occupied the best
portions of England with their abbeys; the
fairest fields of France, with castles and
cathedrals, were theirs; of Spain and Italy
they had grasped the richer snd the better
parts. They monopolized the wealth of
Europe, and most of it had been robbed from
the dying through the threatened terrorsof a
hell, from which the priest had power to
rescue by the remiesion ard forgiveness of
sins. The history of the Roman Catholic
Church is a history of crueity, oppression,
wrong, and robhery., Its reformation or its
destruction must be the outcome of & free and
intelligent ape.”- -4 rgonaut, San Francisco,
April 4, 1855.

The credit of that production ia not due to
the Tintes, but simply the credit of repreduc-
tion. Bnt the crime of the reproducer of
such villainy is as great as that of its origin-
ator. The vendoer of indecent and immoral
literature is as culpuble as the anthor; the
huckster of slander aund calumuy is, if any-
thing, worse than the one who originates the
slandor. The Timesin this case is doubly
guilty, because it kuew, and had every oppor-
tunity toknow, thatthe abovearticle contained
odious aad infamous statewents ; while the
suthor had only his ignorance, bis fanaticisn
and his hatred of the Catholic Church to
direct his slandercus pen at a distance of
some four thousand miles from the theatre of
events, The 7im:s knew the article to be a
dastardly lie, aud still it re-echoes it with an
air of satisfaction and complaisance which
aggravate the nature of ita offence. Our
contemporary published the article with the
following miserable accompaniment :—

# Wy publish the above not beciuse we
agree with it either in ita expressions or the

as indicating whaet it was possible for the cut
s'de noun-religinus and non-Cathalic world to
cuclude &3 the weaning of the pomps and

man whom the nmjority of our people be-
licved to be, in his lite, the wickedest man in

him by, Lut our cautemporary has judgzed the
dveensed far more harshiy than we shonhi
lave beeu diswosed to do. As for the re-
flections upon the frinrs vnd monks and the

the writer the eatire respenaibitity for them.
The making of history and the interpreta.
t:on to be placed upon that history are two
cuitively different things.”

The Times' excases fer the publication of
the articlo are on & par with the elucubration
itsclf. e zre told it was published to show
what it wes possible for the outside non-

religions world  to conclude =&s the
meaning of the pomps and ceremonics
accorded to the remains of F. X
Beaudry. The article, it will Le obaerverd,

makes not the slightest silusion to pomps
and ceremonies accorded the lato Mr. Beau-
dry, and as a consequence did not and could
not “‘conclude anything as to their meaning.”
The Times next says thot the article judged
the deceased more harshly than it would be
disposed to do. Asa matter of fact the ar-
ticle passes no judgment whatever upon Mr.
Beaudry.

Finally, instead of rebuking the slanderous
writer and giving him & vigorous castigution,
which it sbould have done if it were honostly
and fairly inclined, the 7imes merely states
that it leaves to the writer the responsibility
of the ¢ reflections” (reflections are good)
upon the friars and monks and the history of
the Church at large.

The public have refused to accept these
flimsy and hypocritical excuses asa reason or
o justification for the publication of such vile
atrocities, and it is only to voice their feeling
of indignation that we allude to the mascer
utall,

We have not undertaken arefatotion of the
attacks upon the reverend gentjomen of St.
Sulpice, or ot the alanders directed agninst
the Church and hor religious orders, becanse
we do not wish to insult either the one or the
other by considering 12 contemptible and
lying productio= worthy of a refutgtion.

THE CHINESE RESTRICTION BILL.
The Dominion Government has taken o
middle course between total prohibition and

country, Chinese immigration will simply be
restricted and regulated. A Dbill to that effect
has been introduced in the House by Hom
Mr, Chapleau, Secrotary of State. The pre-
amble of the bill states that it is cxpedienf to
restrict the number of Chinese. immignats
coming here. Why is it oxpedient ? Beciuse,
#ays the Secretary of State, who wa one
of the Chinese . Commitsion, .‘"Europem"im-’
migration will be encouraged thereby.’, This
would:sébm to indizate that the . Gowrnment

s

1,itab1t Jd ‘frald, that the fact of Canads bacomi-

2t .
4 vl

Listory of the Church at largs we leuve toi .
: £ ; the estimation of the people of the Daminion,

'

i
i
i
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1y inteTfero with - or - ImmIEFation - proepects-
in-the civilized ' countries. of:'Butope.i;;Con:
scquently! the'gredter tlie- restriction placed:
upon thé Chisess, 'tha ' Bettér 1otithe grawth
and popuiation of ;Canads. , That,is the only’
conclusion to - which - the ‘reading of the bill;
leads. Ibis farthér provided thata syitem
of registration, shall be established for’
speoial - benefit of the heathe
the authorities will have to exeroise a perpe-
tusl surveillance over Chlnese immigrants
whilst in Canada. That will not be.a véry
gratoful or profitable task. The amount of
restriction proper which the bill recommends
is not very burdemsome. The only two
things that will keep & Chinese out of Canada
will be the want of five dollars in the one
cage and the possession of a contagious or
venereal disease in the other, Canada’s safe-
gaard liea principally in the fact that the
citizen of the celestial empire is more likely
to have the latter than the former, and that
a strict quurantine will keep more
out than the payment of five dollars.
All Chinese upon entering the Dominion,
whether by rail or vessel, will be required to
pay a tax of §5 per head, with the exception of
members of the diplomatic corps or other
government representatives and their suite
and servants, consula und consular agents,
nlso tourists, merchants, servants and
students, who are bearers of certificates of
identity isdued by the Chinere government
and attested by the Brivish consul at the place
where granted. The term * merchant” in the
act is nut to include hucksters, pedlars or
those engaging in taking, drying or otherwise
preserving shell or other fish for home con-
aumption or export, No persons are to be
allowed to land from a wvessel carrying
Chinese: immigrants until a permis to do so is
obtained,

The authorities will have some difliculty to
watch the Chinese that comne by railway or
across the border from the dominions of Uncle
Sam. Lvery mester of a vessel bringing
Chinese to Canada is to be held personally
liable for their head tax. He will be required
to furnish a complete descriptive list of such
immigrants, and will have to pay the total
amount of tux to the collector of customs
before any of the erew or of the passengera
ozn Jeave the ship. No wvessel can
carry more than one Chinese to every
tu tons of its net tonnage, No one can leave

] a ship carrying Chinese until the quarantine

ofticer has graoted his bill of health and has
c:rtified that no contagious diseases are on
board. A registry is to be kept of all persons
to whom certificates of ecntry have Dbeen
g-aoted. The Chiness alrendy in the coun-
try, before the passing of the Act,
must obtain  within twelve 1nonths a
certificate of residence, but will have no head
tax to pay. Passporta will Le necessary for
thoss who leuve the country for a time and
desire to return, Infringements of the Act
will be severely punished, and the revenues
derived from it will be diviled among the

dcductions that are to be drawn from it, but | Dominion and the provinces in which they

e collecled, the former gdtti!l-' thrcc-fem*tlis
3 =
The Act is to

i
and the latter the balance,

ceremonies aceotded to the remains of the | come into force on Outober lst, 1856,
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Mantreal, © We have only Bis record to judee | U5ETFUL LEGISLATION ORSTLUCTED.

Ii anything is caleulated not only to hring
diseredit on o political party as well as te
ivjure the st:tus of the Houase of Commorns in

it is the line of condnct pursacd by the Oppo-
tition on Tuesday evenine last, The Hon.
Mr. Pepe, Minister of Agriculturr\; had in-
troduced » bill to provent the spreading of
contagious discases amangst our cattle, If
there be vue department of the agricultural
burcau thut deserves prrticalar commenda-
tion it is this branch of the service. The wise
precautions adopted have given our cattle
trade an impetus for which the people of the
Dominion nre nod have a right to be gratefal.
Our cattle have never yet been scheduled a8
the American cattle have been, and our cattle
raisers nnd exporters have had a position of
superiority sccured to them that has done
a great deal for the finnncial welfnre of our
country and the material prosperity of a
large and deserving class of our people. The
legislation proposed by the Hon. Mipister
was eminently calculated to promote the
intereat of the cattle trade and the well-being
of our farming community. Yet one whole
day of the vulunble time of the House of
Commons was consumed in speeches delivered
against him by & host of the minor lights
of the Opposition henches, and the second
reading of the bill was not reached until an
early hour of the morning,  There was
neither sense, resevd Dor factics in the course
pursued. Sume of thc speeches were the
veriest trash, being a repetition over nnd
erer aguin of a tissue of absurdities, Some

in- the . country 'to vote,.unless he hias four or.
il f NEEPI

members if they do waste the time at all
events amuso the house, but when there is
nothing obut verbosity, without a spark o
wit or bumor, the thing Dbecomes in-
tolerable and unpardonable, The Hon. Mr.
Pope did not condescend to reply to the
running fire of useless speeches delivered
agoaimst his measure, which was defended in a
manly &nd practical statement by Mr, Colby,
of Stanstead, but contented himself with a
vigorous review of his first policy on asubject
of which ha folt ho was the master. The law
ay amended will be still more effective for the
benefit of the cattle trade than the former
statute, and no doubt the government will

free ndmission of Chinese immigranta intothe jyee that it is carried into full effect.

THE FEDERAL FRANCHISE.

Capadn hag as many different sorts of fran-
chise as it has provincial legislatures, There
iz no simidwrity and no union in the mode of
obtaining a general expression of the popular
will. Inoneprovinceeveryocitizen, wheisof age
and who is not otherwise disgnaliﬁed,‘oanvo‘te.-
In another Trovince no citizen 'ia;'auppoiéd to’
hove intelligence .cnovgh  or interest enough’

g
! H

“another; the possession: of-otly-thres.hundred
dollars; worth' is- aufficiant! 0 give him the
right td vote, and so‘on 3 ih some, if the citi.
zpii happena to earn a cent lea than $300, he
4s disfranchiged; It is on all theso varieties
and ‘snomalies of the .electoral franchise
‘that the" Dominion Pnrli'qjil_'ent depends for
the election of its members. 'When confeders -
tion was inaugurated it wes a necessity tha

the franchise of the incoming provinces
‘should be ‘the basis of the Federal re

presentation, as there was' no parlixment
to pass upon a Dominion franchice,
But that necessity has long disappeared, and,
a8 Sir John remarked on moving the segond
reading of his Franchise Bill last evening, is
was an anomaly and contrary to the fivet prig.
ciples of popularrepresontationthetthe Federal
Parliament should not bave control of the
franchise by which its members are elected,
The bill has been before the country for the
past two years, and the reform which it pro-
poses to work in the national franchise can-
not fail to meet with general approval,

The first object and prirciple of the bill is
to make the franchise wniform throughout
the Dominion for the purposes of federal
representation, To this principle of unifermity
there can be no objection. The second objecs
of the bill should be a marked comprehensive.
ness. The bestinterestsofa Democraticconntry
demand that its franchise be broad and far
reaching. Let there be as little exclusivenes,
a8 possible. Property qualifications should
be wiped out. They are not productive of
that intelligence and honesty which are sun-
posed to direct the voter in the exercite
of the franchise. Tt is consequently
the duty of DParliament to  sesure
as broad and liberal o franchise a3 will
satisfy the needs and wishes of the country.
The present bill shounld be made eo couipre-
hensive that it will be unnecessary for gov-
ernments in the near future to waste the time
of the Bouse in considering extensions of the
francbise.

THE LOCAL HOUSE AND THR
REBELLION.

[he revolt of the half-brecds in the Norih.

West has been formally brought under the
notice of the Provincial Legislature of Qne.
bec. At last evening's session ex-speakar
Turcotte introduced a series of resolutions
regarding varions aspects of the critical situa.
tion in which both the country and govem.
ment unfortunately find themselvea, What,
ever may be said for or against the meritg of
the resolutions we truly believe there cun b
but onc opinion a8 to their unseasonabjencs, ¥
Mr. Turcotte wishes the Legislature of the [;
Province to express its deep regiet at the un.
fortunate events now transpirivg in tue
North-West and to pronounce its disapproval
of the attempt to settlo adminisirative dilii-
culties by forve of arms and blovdshed. ilr.
Turcotte is also willing that the Llouse eheuld
pay o tribute to the patriotic readiness of nur
Volunteers to rally ronad their colors anl te
march to tho defence of our territary awl
constituted authority.  That is

of onr

the sweet portion of the resolutizms
but after it comes o bitter pill, wiih
cortainly  eouid  mot but radicully dis i

asres both with the coadition aud tiw e
stitution of the country. We will not corvest
the right of the I'rovinee io adminsicsihe
physie, but we must protest againstaniil
1imxd treatment. 1t is po time tohawpr
aad weaken the coustituted nuthovities iy s
lIrgislative blow when they are ulready ¢ ad
ing up weainst powder and shot, and i

o m Pakidiy

in stemming an insurrectionary tide  Tuisk
not the time for Mr. Tuarolte or
apy other representative of the jwopl

to usk a Provincinl Legislature to pronouase
sgainst the DNominion Government in fuvor of
the half-breeds, even if the latter were
admittedly the victims of a careless and
jucapable administration, 1tis nlso idleto
atk the House to solemnly declare that *th
rising is more the result of & momentary dis
pute than conscious snd premeditated dis-
loyalty.” We humbly submit that the
members of the House are not in
n position to pmes any such judgment
on the North-Weast troubles. They have ro
personal information and no direct or official
evidence on the subject to be in a pesition to
fully appreciate its gravity and its serious-
ness, 1t would be the- height of folly ond
would show n ladentable Iack of patriotism
on the part of the house to put on record
4 jtg conviction that had it not been for the
« gyident peglect and incapacity of the
« Federal authorities this insurrection would
¢ not have occurred, and that this province
# would not have been cilled upon to secd
‘““its children to fight with their fellow
¢ citizens,”

By that resolu tion the insurgents would Le
lifted over the heads of the Federal suthori
tics and it would become the duty of the
latter to sue for pence, Evidenty Mr. Tur
cotte did not weigh his words with caitm coi-
gideration and judicious thought. There it
too much sentiment in the logislator and tc
little statesmanship, But Mr. Turcotte out|
rages all sense of decency and propristy aud
tramples on hia responsibility as a rerr]
sentative and s a citizen, when, 10
matters of such momentous importan®
to the country at large, whon
iategrity of the confederation and the unio
of the peopls are at stake, he advocatos
resolution by which the Houss ig asked o
¢ golemnly protest agaiust the Federal Got
¢ grumont, which they hold responsible fo
v the blood that has been sbed, and in pY|
«ticnlar for the culpable neglest of
«¢ Miniater of the Interior, who has, 80 to 68}
¢ driven thé lialf:breeds to take up arm
« and ageinst .the incapacity of the Ministe
¢t of Militia, which seriously exposes tha liv
“ of our volunteer goldiers.™
! We nre afraid il.cthe pre‘r_ious:“l'esoluﬁﬂ
iwéro “sentimentsl that -this .last is..pureé

‘puttizan, and’ that M¥, {Turcottehas be
largely aotuated by, mbtives of ‘Dhrtizaustl
' t PR BT P R
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