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.’ Where the mountains gray and weary,
. Watch above the valley pass,
Come -the frieze-clad upland people,
T the Midnight Mass; -
‘Where the red stresm rushes hoarsely .
Through the bridge o'er grown with grass,
_ Come the whispering troop of neighbors,
To the Midnight Mass! .
: .o
No moon walks heaven's high hall as mistress,
No stara pierce the drifting rocks,
Ouly wind-gusts try back, whining
Like dogs on a dubious track.
Hark| there comes a startling echo
Upward through the central arch!
Tig the swollen fluod that carries,
Captive oft, a raft of larch.
1L
Shines a light ; it is the Chapecl—
Softly, *tis the hour of God ;
Poor and small, yet far more lowly
Was the infant Christ'sabode;
Rudeand stoney is the pavement,
Plain and bare the altar-stone;
Ruder was the crib of Bethlehem
Over which the east star shone.
v,
Confiteor ! God of ages,
Mercy’as everlasting souice!
I have sinned, Oh! do Thou give me
" Strength to stem my passion’s force ;
Mea culpa! mea culpa !
Saviour of the world and me,
By thy Passion, oh | have mercy,
Thorp-crown'd of Calvary!
Y.
(loriain excelsis Deo!
Shout the prean to the sky!
Evyes of faith, in yon poor stable,
See dizguised Divinity.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Christ, ths hope of Man, is born!}
Shout the anthem ! join the aagels!
’Tis onr Saviour's natal morn.

Yi.

Praise to God, the Eternal Father
Who of clay created man!
Praise to Cbrist, who trod the wine press
Till the atonement overran!
Praise to Him, the Holy Spirit,
Who inform'd our souls with grace!
Alleluia ! 'tis the morning
Of redemption for our race !
T. . McGee.
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FRANCE.

Saxstomisl ELEcTIoNs,—Panis, Dec. 14.~In the
Assembly to-day M. Fourchand, Deputy for Gironde
and Member of the Left, was the only parson clect-
ol Sznator; all other candidates failed toobtain the
requisite masjorities, It is believed that several
Legitimists and Bonapartists abstained from veting
to.day, hearing of the success of the extreme Re.
publicans,

Euections Te THE FRENcE AcapeEmy —Panss, Dec.
16.—Jean Baptiste Dumas, Professor of Chemistry,
and Jules Simon, statesmen, were to-day elected
members of the French Academy, to 1ill the chairs
left vacant by the deaths of M. Guizot and Count
Charles de Remusat.

In consequence of the recent Bonapartist meeting
at Balleville, the Governor of Paris, by the advice
of the Ministars, has resolved to exercise the pow-
ers conferred ot him by the state of seige, and to
prohibit in fature any politicul meeting of a kind
Tikely to excite disorder,

Pauis, Dec, 16 —Ballotiog for Senators continued
in the Assembly to-day. The Right Centre with-
drew from the struggle, aud the Left alone present-
ed a list of candidates. The {ollowing were elected :
—X, Berenger, Deputy for Dreme, of the Left Cen-
tre; M. Magain, Deputy for Cotv D'Oc; M. Jules
Simon, Deputy fur Marne ; Gen, Billiot, Deputy for
Corriza, and dea. Charlton, Deputy from Drome,
all of the Left; MM, Cazot, Pichat, Schoelcher and
Adam, Radicals, and M. Normandie, of the Laven-
grist faction,

Munpers 13 FrRaxcs.—A married woman named
Boyon has been condemned to death at the Lot
Assizes for murdering ber seven children and a
graadchild by pushing uncedles into their bodies,
Shen had ten children, seven of whom died under.
twelve months old, but it was not till the death of
her granddaughter that an investigation was made.
Her apparent motive for this last crime was that
the child might die before its father, whowas in a
desperate coadition, and that she might thussecure
part of his property, to the prejudice of her daughter
in-law, whom she detested. When asked how
ghe came to think of sticking needles into her child-
ren's bodies, she said that at the public-house she
kept there was one day a conversatioa on infanti-
cide,and it was said babies did not suffer when
murdered in this way. The jury in this case could
discover no estenuating circumstances.

Actiox AgansT Paisce Naroueox.—The Civil
Tribunal of the Scine hasjust given judgment in a
suit brought by M. Dardel, a forage dealer, against
the Prince Napoleon for 7,084fr. due for oaths, hay,
&e., supplied fur the horses of his highness duriug
the viege of Paris,  The decision of the court was
that, seting that the goods were sent-to Huhert,
bead of the Princy’s stables, and that regular receipts
were given; that no proof wai furnished that Hu-
bert hiad ceased to be in the Prince’s employment
on the 15th Septemnber, 1870, bat, io fact, that the
contrary appears from the document produced—
this having been the case, as he received certain
surs after the riege, either as salary or gratifica-
tion, and was afterwards charged to sell the horses
on behalf of the Prince ; thatas the prices charged
are not excersivc, the offerof 1,100fr. as a settle-
ment of all claiins was insufficient, and in conse-
nuence the def:ndwt was condemned to pay the
whole sum claimed and all the costs,

Conpexvation OF A Frexcy  Murperess.—The
Dagly News correspondent writes :~Sophia Gautier,
a wealthy innkeeper at Bourg, has been condemned
to death at the Cabors Assizes for having success-
fully murdered seven of her own children and a
grandchild, by stickiog darning needtes into their
intestines. Tu trying to Kill the prandchild to pre.
vent its mother inheriting from it Lier sou’s fortune,
she drove a long nzedle into its heart, but she had
already driven three others somc hours previously
into its abdomen. The suddenness of the unfortu-
nate infants death in the grandmother’s arms
arousing suspicion, a postemorlem examination was
held, and the crime was discovered and confessed.
In prison the woman stuck three threaded ncedles
iuto her breast, one of them was extracted with dif
ficulty. She says that others are yot in her body.
The murderess is described as a thin, viperish little
woman of forty-twe, expressing herself with & cer-
tain elegance of diction. Though rich, belonging
't0 a good family, and attentive to her business, she
Yed a scandalously licentions life.” o

Tre Miurrary STRENGTE oF Fraxcg—Tae Lawp
‘Forees.—The field force '{les troupes de compagns) of
‘the army consiet of 19 army corps, incluuing that
-of Algerin, which is mobilised in the event ofa
great Continental war. The army corps:are gup:
plied with men' in- virtue 'of" the Teerniting law of
July 27, 1872, which'makes all .Frenchmen amen-
able to 20 years’ military service, where 5 are to be

in the active army, 4 in the reserve of the active
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- '} army, & in;the ferritori ML, Bl TR AREERY
"} of the_ territorial army. . The first category, com-

'| prising the men, between ;20 and 25 years ofage,

gives:a supply of 700,600 men ; the second category.

torial sriay, and 6 in'thie resstye

inoludes the men. from 26 to 29, y(ars, and numbers
510,000 men ; the third category (territorial.army)

cstimated at 580,000 men ; thus giving an aggre-
gate of 1,700,000 soldiers,- I mention only 63 &
matter of form ( pour memoire). the 625,000 men of

poids o the German Landstrum, and is only mobi-
yet neither organization nor cadres of any kind,

namas of the men between 35 and 40 years of age.
" The forces ready to take the fizld in a spaceof
from eight to ten days consist of 144 regiments of
intartry of the line, 4 regiments of Zouaves, 3 regi-
ments of Turcos, and one foreign .regiment—each
three battalions stroug--plus 19 battalions of foot
chasseurs, giving for the infantry an aggregate of
473 battalions of 1,000 men, or 475,000 men in all,
Then we have 74 regiments of cavalry, viz.: 12 of
cuirassiers, 26 of dragoons, 32 of chasseurs and hus.
sars, 4 of Chasseurs d’Afiique, each regiment con-
sisting of 4 squadrons, plus 19 squadrons of volun-
teer scouts (cclaireurs voluntaires), in all, 315 squad-
rons of 120 horses each—or in round numbers a
total of 37,000 sabres. As regards the artillery,
there arc 38 regiments, forming 19 brigades. The
first regiment of each brigade coneists of six field
and three horse batteries—te, 156 batteries or 90
guns for each brigade, or for the whole army 2,856
batteries with 1,710 guns, and 42,009 gunners and
drivers; 19 pontoon companics, in all 2,800 men ;
19 battalions of cogineers, ea.h thres companies
strong. Counting the battalions at £00 men, this
gives a total of 9,500 sappers and miners, Adding
up these figures we see that the active force ready
to take the ficld at the putset of hostilities amounts
to 566,000 men, with 1,710 guns and 37,000 cavalry
horses. . .

The second army 18 ag yet unprovided with artil-
lery and the pontoon train, the want of cadres hav-
iog compelled General de Cissey to leave, even in
the 19th Corps &’ Armee, four ficld batteries unem-
ployed. In spite of this the Second Army gives an
active force of 15,000 feotand 10,000 horse, which
represenis a total of 731,000 men, with 1710
guns and 47,000 sabres, able to fight at a week’s
notice.

Trovres D RevrLAORMENS (RESgRvE). So numer.
ous an army in the field requires a large reserve of
men to keep them effective. With that object there
has been constituted in each regiment of infaatry,
cavalry, artillery, and engineers, asialéo in each
battalion of foot chassturs, a depot consisting of two
companics and one cadre of oflicersin th2 regiments
of infantry ; two batterics and one cadre of officers
in the regiment of artillery ; one company and one
cadre of officeac in the engineers and chasseurs,
and so one. Iu all, 318 companies of infantry, 76
batteries of artillery, 70 squadrons of cavalry, and
four companies of engineers, which are to receive
(encadrer) 159,000 foot, 10,000 horse, 15,000 gunners
aand 2,000 sappors and miners; total, 186,000 men.
Adding these to the 731, 330 men of the armies in
the field, we arrive at an aggregate of 817,000 sol.
diers. Now asthe recruiting law provides for the
army and its reserve a little over 1,200,000 men, it
follows that, in addition to the above, there are
nearly 300,000 men available for the 57 batter-
ies of dismounted artillerymen, and the 57
companies of the artillery train, and these are ex-
clusive of the Algerian troops, consisting of 25,00
soldiers,

The naval army comprises the crews of the fleet,
aud the marine artillery and infantry,

Ip the preface to the naval estimates the Minis-
ter states that in 1876 there will be 97 vessels in
commission manned by 23,000 seamen s&nd murines
and that there will remain available a spare force
of 18 vessals fitted out but not commissioned, and
78 vessels in the reserve. In case of war the
French navy can take the sea with a fleet of 28
ironclads, 62 coast-zuard ghips, 34 cruisers, &, with
45,000 seaman, recruited by the fnscription Maritime
and by the unfortunate conscrits who draw low num-
bers, in case of need. This naval force is com-
manded by 1,600 highly-trained officers, ranging
from the full admiral to the midshipman.—French
Military Contributor to the London Daily News,

BELGIUM.

TrrrioLe  Exriosioy,~—Broasers, Dec, 16.—A
terrible explosion occurred to-gay it & coal mine
at Fraineres, near Mopns. It is reported that 110
miners were killed ; cleven have been taker out
injured. The accident was caused by firedamp.

GERMANY,

Tne PesanL Copr Biin.—~Beriiy, December 14—
In the Reichstag to-day, the clauses of the Penal
Code Amendment Bill dirccted against offences
such as Von Arnim’'s passed a second hearing.

Tue Moser ExeuosioN.~—Dgrespey, Dec. 14,—The
police have made a domicilisry visit to the abode
of Thomas in Strehlen, but failed to discover
anything throwiog light on the terrible crime in
which the man is implicated. His wife has gone
to Bremerhaven.

Tue BREMERHAVEN DisAsTcR.~—BreMexN, December
14—The man Thomas who is supposed to have
owned the case of dypamite which exploded at
Bremcunbaven, igan american ; he has been residing
for some months at Strehlen, Saxony.

GoversMENT MEeasyre Turows Ovr. — Benuly,
December 16.—The Reickstag, to-day, tejected the
new taxes aud incrensed army estimates proposed
by the Government,

Tue DBreMERmavEN EXPLOSION — REVELATION OF
CoLp-Broopep Vinvalny.—Breyes, Dec. 15.—It is
now ascertained that the passenger who owned the
cage of dynamite which exploded at Bremerhaven
is named Thomassen, and not Thomas, as Las been
given heretofore. He has confessed to the authori-
ties that he constructed the chest which exploded,
and arranged a clock work attachment to cause the
explosion after a certain time had elapsed. He
was occupied for a fortnight in filling the chest,
and worked in a couch bouse in one of the most
frequented parts of Bremen. The police bave examin-
ed the house alluded to, and found some of the
packing material, but no explosive of any kind.
Troyassey.-Loxpoy, Dec. 16, 5 8.m.--A special from
Berlin says Thomassen has repeatedly torn bandages
from the wounds he inflicted in his attempt at sui-
cide, and is now securely bound. He scems to be
a Swabiano by birth, but has been naturalized inthe
United States. He passed & week last October in
Liverpoo!, apparently irying to nscertain  whether
it would be best for him to put his infernal maching
on board the steamer there orin Bremerhaven, The
number of killed by the explosion alrendy renches
eighty, and others of the injured are notexpected to
recover, Forty corpses were buried on Tuceday,
together with some chests filled with unidentified
fragments of bodies. The total number of Kkilled
and wouunded is now: estimated at 180. ;
Dearu or Tromassen.—Bremex, December 16 —
Thomassen died to-day from the cffects of the in-
juries inflicted by himeelf, He atated that his true
name was William King Thompson, and that he
was a naturalized citizen of Brooklyr,N.Y,; he is
believed to be about 35 years of nge. . He confessed
he was once captain of the vessel. 01d Dominion,
and that he changed his name to avoid being pro-
secuted for runaing, the ‘blockade during the civil
war in’ America ; .that hie bought, the explosive mat-
erial in"Amterica, ‘and’ that the clock-work attach-
ment was manufictured in Gormnny, and ‘was 8ét to,
explode'the charge'in 8 days,:-~~ - “livie 0
- Maapraurg, December 16.=-It is ‘stated keré that
Thompson, alias Thomassen, had his clock-work
made by & mechanician named Fuchs, residing at

'is composed .of men., ranging. from’ 30 to 44, dud s’

the reserve ,of the. territorial army which corres- |
lised at_the last extremity. This category hes'as

“nothing - has . been done gave’ to take dowh ‘the

Beinburg; 23" mites'from this'city. :The apparatus
‘was constructed to ran noiselessly for ten days, when
it caused & Iéver to act -and strike.with: a: force. of.
‘thirty pounds, : Twenty, similar machines had been

Fuchs vigited Thompson in Leipsic, he was told by
the latter that machines were required for & manu-

revealed the names of his accomplices,
R ITALY.

of the Liverpool . Catholic, Times writes as follows to.
that- Journal :—Haviog . receutly returned .from a
pilgrimage to the Eternal City,and having had the
privilege of passing 'a month there some fourteen
years ago, and being now able to judge for oneself
and contrast the former state with the present one,
I deem. it to the interest of your readers to endeav.
our to engiihten them on the present comdition
.of Italy, but eapecially of Rome. :

In 1861 the Holy Father still held possession of
a considerable portion of the States of the Church,
He had been despoiled of the eastern part, bordered
by the Adriatic, but the western portion of the
Mediterranean still remained to him. Then Rome
drew tens of thousands from asll quarters of the
globe to witness those magnificent ceremonials,
which the Church then held, especially at Easter
time.

St. Peter's is now, alas, shorn ofall these grand
golemnities—the silver trumpets are now silent
within its dome—the lamps which formed the cele-
brated illuminations of the Basilica are extinguish-

august Head of the Charch is simply a prisoner in
his own palace of the Vaticap, the Italian Bersag-
lieri ars quartered under the very shadow of the
Piazza of St. Peter’'s. 'The religious houses through-
out Italy are soppressed, and the priests are con-
demned to pay one franc per day to the govern.
ment for offering up the Holy Sacrifice of the Aass,
and ar¢ only exempted from this inquitous tax on
producing a medical certificate that sickness (and
this alone) prevented them so doing. The poor
monks are despoiled of their Jands, and are allowed
o miserable pittance quite inadequate to their sup-
port. The name of God is prohibited to be men-
tioned in the public schools, and blasphemy in the
public press reigns supreme. Some idea may be
formed of the state of Rome from the fact that the
paper, La Cupitale, which is howled nightly along
the Corso, and eargerly bought by thousands, re-
cently drew a comparison between our Dinlne Lord
ard Garibaldi, aud gave the preference to the lat-
tee. A short time ago, also, in Milan, there was
exhibited a travesty of Guido's ** Ecce Homo,” when,
in place of our suffering Lord, Italy was depicted,
crowned with thorns, and thus blasphemously ap-
pealing to the sympathies of those whose motto is
% Death to the Church!? The very stations of the
Cross are now burlesqued and Victor Emmanuel in
these pictures takes the place of our Divire Lord,
nud is represented as undergoing the horrors of the
Passion by the hands of the priesthood. The Church
is undergoing a persecution, the like of which she
has never seen—the blood of martyrs has ere now
flowed in torrents, but thoaim of her enemies is now
not to kill the body, but the soul !

I paint no fancy picture—these are facts which
I myself bave seen, or gathered from the most reli-
able authoritics, Italy is now simply a dependency
of Germany-—Berlin inspires Ler actions—she is but
one of the Fanfoceini which dance tothe strings
which are held by Germany.

I know from undoubicd autbority, that the ques.
tion of the seizure of the catacombs by the Italian
G:v.rament, was referred to Berlin, and the reply
was *not to interfere with the existing state of
things.” The resulf of the meeting lately at Milan
of the Emperor Willian and Victor Emmannuel, was
the announcement by Minghetti (tLe former Min-
igter of the Holy Father) that he was about to
bring before the Italian Parliament g Bill, whereby
the inferior clergy might bring actions against their
superiors, and the people have the appointment of
their owu clergy. I may have occasion in another
paper to refer to the grievous taxation which weighs
down so heavily upon the people, and to the finan-
cial condition of the country--these are matters of the
greatest importance.

But the moral that we may deduce from this de-
plorable condition of our poor persecuted Church
is the necessity to show ourselves now more Cath-
olic, more Roman Catholic than before—to petition,
to memorialise; but, above all to pray that the
clouds which darken the horrizon, may be speedily
dispelled, and that the Church may shine out bright-
er and more glorious than before.

And bow should I speak of thatsainted head,who
though despoiled of his temporalities, is yet the
greatest monarch of the world. Our supreme Pas-
tor Pope Pius 1X7 As Igazed upon Him and
thought of the heavy weight of sorrows which be
had to bear, the words of Shakespeare, puts
into the mouth of the Duke of York, when
describing to his Duchess the griefs of King Richard
came before me—

« No joylal tongue gave him his welcome home:
But dust was thrown upon his sacred head,

Which with such gentle sorrow be shook off—

His face still combating with tears azd smiles,

The badges ¢f bis grief and patience—

That had not God, forsome strong purpose, steeled
The hearts of men, they must perforce have melted,
And barbarism itself have pitied him.”

France, I believe, will yet show her right to the
title of the '* eldest daughter of the Church,” and to
her I confidently lool:, when sbe has once more re-
covered her strength and her former piety (which
she is now rapidly doing), to come to the rescue of
the Church—to no other nation can we at present
look for ultimate support.

SAULT-AU-RECOLLET TRAGEDY.

TRE VEBDICT.
The jurors empanelled te enquice into the origin
of the fire, which destroyed Lnjcunnesse's hotel,and
was attended with such snd results, met Friday
afternoon, 17th inst., towards four o'clock, and
signed their verdict. ’
The address which Mr. Mousseau, .C, made to
{he jury on the dny preceding, was as follows :—

AMr. Coroner, Mr. Foreman, and Gentlemen of the Jary :

You have devoted four days to the discovery of
the causes tbat Jod to the sad catastrophy which
occurred at Savlt-nu-Recollet. The proof, which is
very simple and very clear, establishes the follow-
ing facts :—1st. That Lajeunesss had on the second
story of his hotel a machine producing gas for light-
ing purposes by means of an oil called gasoline, an
explosive material, also very inflammable and ex-
tremely dangerons in its properties, owing to the
vapor which escapes from it constantly, as the ex-
planations and experiments given and made by
Messrs., Aubin ond Lyman have incontestably
shown, 2ndly—This apparatng was placed in a
room-above the kitchen, in which there was a large
stove almost continually burning, and in which
particularly there was a good fire on the evening of
this disaster’; the flooring of this room was of wood,
thin, and shrunken, owing to the heatcoming from

passed the pipe supplying the kitchen with gas, was
larger than thia pipe. = 3rdly—That the spparatus
in*question was'erected by Mr. Young; who ia the

-proprietor or agent of ‘these patented machines,—
who was'acquainted with all the surroundings,-~.

who neglected to leave with Lajeunesse written in-
structions regarding the manuner of using-this appa~

ratus, aud who even, on oue occasion, sabsequent

ordered, - ‘Negotiations - between :Thompson: and
‘Fuchs ‘have been carriéd on since 1873, When:

factory in thé United States.  Thompson has not.
| provided that it was held high in-the air. . 4th—

Boug—Hzs Paisant ConpITION.—A. corréspondent

ed—the Porta Santa of Julilee is now closed—the

the kitchen stove, while the hole through -which

to its béing placed  in - position, told’ Liajéunesse to-
fil}, and assisted him in filling the resceptacle of the
machiniwith gesoline, the' hour being at night, by.
‘medns of & light, precisely in ‘the same way as Na-
poleon Lajennesss and Menard were filling it on the
-evening,and at the time of the fire; he furthér
‘took such precautions to prevent his system acquir--
ing the reputation of being too dangerous, that he
informed ' Lajeunesse that they could :enter. the:
room where the appatatus was kept with & light,

That on the evening and at the moment of the fire,
Napolcon Lajeunesse and Elie Menard filled this
.apparatus, carrying the ‘gasotine from “the hotel
‘yard in opea pails, and passing moreover through
the kitchen while Napoleon had inone hand a pﬁnl
and id the other a lighted ‘coal ofl'lantern which
Menard held during the time Napoleon was empty-
ing the pail filled with gasoline into the apparatus.
5th—~That the fire originated ip. the room where
this apparatus was placed, and through the gaso-
line. The fire' was discovered by Napoleon La
jeunesse on reaching the door of the room with his
light and his pail three-quarters- tull ot gasoline ;
he left at the very door both the pail and the light,
and ren to give the alarm and ask bis father to en-
deavor to extinguish the flames; the latter, how-
ever, was too late, The destroyiag element, fed by
the gasoline contained in the pail mentioned,
spread as rapidly as lightning—as a “tongue of
flame,” to use the very corrcct expression of one
witness—Tessier. Napoleon, driven back by the
fire, ran down stairs, in order to save his wife ; the
fire had preceded bim, and was met in every part of
the same time. G6th—That the fire could only bave
broken out in the room where the appartaus in
question was placedand could pot have teen cauged
otherwise than by the ignited gasoline; every per-
son in the hotel—the guests as well as the mem-
bers of the bouschold—was perfectly sober; there
were no lights on the second storey, and the gas
was completely shut off by Napoleon before he
began to fill the regeptacle with gasoline; several
persons bad retired to bed—ihe two pilests,
besides Mme. Champngne, Mme and Mile. Lajeun-
esse, and Hormisdus Lojeunesse. These are all the
facts, grouped together briefly sud as faithfully as
possible—now where lies the blame? to whose im-
prudence, avd to whose negligence, do we owe this
fire, so disastrous in its results ?—the blame rests
no where in particular, becaase a portion falls every-
where. The law prohibits uader certain circum-
stances,and regulates the sale and storage of gun-
powder ; gasoline certainly requires iu a greater
the attention of our legislators; and the storage
of gesoline in such considerable quantities—
as the evidence has revealed in connection with
this fire—in private houses, and still more strictly
with regard to hotels, should have been long since
prohibited. The trade in, the use, and the storage
of gasoline, being neither forbidden, nor properly
regulated, we find that one Mr. Young, who cither
in consequence of ignorance, or in consequence of
a detire to vaunt the excellence of bis words, has
represented it to be slightly dangerous, and resem-
bling coal oil in its character, telling Lajeuncese,
Sr., that he could enter the room where the
machine was kept, with a light; and these cir-
cumstances, it is not astonishing that Napoleon
Lajeunesse is found to have carried gasoline as if
it was water; but all this is simply monstrous, and
deserves on your part energetic remobstraoces ;
while the motives for your interference in this
matter are particularly urgent, Not alone has this
fire cost Lajeunesse & very considerable sum, but,
moreover, an old lady, the mother of Mlme. Narcisse
Lajeunesse, whom the devotion of her grandson,
H Lajeunesse, could not snatch from deatb, and
three lives have in consequence beeu sacrified—
two priests, young and talented—one of whom bad
already made bis mark in the literary world, and
in the rank of clerical orator, having met pre-
mature deaths by instantancous suffocation. The
extremely painful circumstances connected with
these tragic deaths, so precisely related by H.
Lajeunese, explain this deplorable calamity, render.
ing unecessary a defence of the pure and unsullied
(or blameless) characters, as well as the sobriety of
these two illustrious priests, who had retired about
half an hour, sleeping their first and last sleep,
when the fire broke ouf, leaving the door of their
room open, They were first immediately suffocated
by the flame and smoke suddenly entering the room
throngh the bar kept on the second storey, and
open on both sides, on two passages, receiving on
the one side, belching volumes of flame, coming
from the room in which bad been kept the gas
machine, and communicating them on the other
side to the passage leading to the open door of the
room occupivd by the two unfortunate deceased
goctlemen,

Such are the facts, and such the appreciation of
the facts, which it is your duty to cxamine carefully
before making your report.

VERDICT.

The verdict is appended :—

We the undersigned jurors, convened by Joseph
Jones, Coroner for the District of Montreal, for the
object of mquiring into the origin of the fire which
burned and destroyed, on the fourth day of the
month of December, in the year of Our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and scventy-five, a building
the property of Narcissc Antoine Raymond dit La-
jeunesse, and occupied as en hetel, being and situate
in the Parish of Sault au Recollet, in the District
of Montreal,do respectfully report:—

That Narcisse Antoine Raymond dit Lajennesse

had on the second flat of his house and hotel, an ap-
paratus for preparing an jlluminating gas from 2
certain fluid called gasoline, of an explosive charac-
ter, very inflimmable, and extremely dangerous
from its volatile nature, as explained and illustrat-
¢d by experiments made before us by Messrs, Aubin
and Lyman.
- 2nd. Tbis apparatus wasin a room immediately
above the kitchen, where a large cooking stove,
almost constanily hot, and in which there wasa
large fire on the night of the conflagration ; that
Lard wood was used for this cooking stove ; that
the flooring of this room was of board, which had
shrunk by the excessive heat of this cooking stove,
and had av cpening through which passed a gas
pipe fur lighting the kitchen, which opening was
larger than the gas pipe. .

3rd. This gas spparatus had been put up by Mr.
Young, who is the proprietor or agent of these
machines, who was cogoizant of the locality of the
room in which he placed this apparatns, aud as to
the mode of using this apparatus, ond who, himself
on a certain day, after having put up this appuratus
nssisted Nareisse Lajaunessse iu illing the curboni-
zer with gasoline, during n certain evening, with
o light, precisely in the manner as that followed by
Napoleoa Lnjeunesse and Elie Menurd on the night
in.question nod at the tima of the fire, and who
neglected to give Mr, Lajeunesse, senior, written
instructions as to the mode of using tho. apparatus.
So confident was Mr. Youngin the safety of his ap-
paratus for lighting, that he told Mr, Lajeunesse
thnt the room cootaining the gas apparatus could

the air. . :

4th That thisnight, and at the time of the. fire,
Napoleon Lajeuncsse and Elic' Menard fitled the
curbonizer of the apparatus, Lajeuncase carrying the
gasoline from the yard of the hotel'in an open buc-
ket in one hand and a-lighted conl-oil lamp in the
other, passing through the kitchén, which light«d
lamp was.held by “Menard. whilst, Lejounusse was
cmptying the ‘bucket into:tho apparatus, 2" kil
- bth. 'The fire origindted in :the ‘room';in whioh
wasg placed this.apparatus, and took from'the - gas.
ne. It was digcovered- by Npolean 'Lajeunerse

be visited with a light, ifit was bheld up high in|.

on his arrival at the door of this room, with a

¥
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lighted: lamp and, bucket. three uarters . fol}

igesoline;: He'left at the same do;% both léinl]p}lan‘g
‘bucket, and ran to give. the: alarm. Asked hig
father.for agsistauce in putting out the fire. ‘1t was
‘300 late ;. the destructive element, evidently fed by
this bucket of gasoline, spread like lightning, or ag
& tongue of fire, according to the expreesions ,of the

“witness Tessier, Napoleon Lajenncsse, was driven

;back by the fire.. He ran down.stairs to save kL
‘wife; the fire-had slready preceded him, and v?;:
‘instantly throughout the building. ...

G6th. ‘The. fire could not. have-originated elge.
where than in this- room .containing the apparatug
and cannot hiave been caused otherwise than'by the
‘burning of gascline. The' inmates. were all per.
fectly sober, . There was no light in- the second
story, and .the gas. had been turmed off by
Napoleon Lajeunesse before he began to fill the
apparatus, oo :

The guests; that is the priests were in bed on the
second flat, in' a room in which they perisheq
Madame Lajeunesse, senior, was sleeping in & room
adjoining that of her son Hormisdas, and facind the
room containing the gas apparatus, Her mother
the aged Mrs. Champagne, was sleeping in a room
on the third flat, where she also perished ; and Mrg
Napoleon Lajeanesse was sleeping in a room oa the
ground floor, Hormiedas Lsjeunesse was algo
asl;gp in his room,

ese aro the facts, as faithfully described 2s poe.
sible. Now, where is guilt? To those impmdfgge
and negligence must we attribute this disastrong
couflagration? Where 8o many wers guilty it iy
difficalt to specify the party to whom we cen alone
impute guilt, The State prohibits in certain cases
nnd regulates the sale and storage of gunpowder‘
Gasoline certainly require more strict attentionh
Such large storage of gasoline in dwelling-houses.
and more especially in hotels, cught to have heen
g;qhihitetli Ionﬂg ago, b’I‘he gale, use and storage of
is gasoling has not been prohibited
regulated. P o Broperly

We express the stxongest gensure upon the placin
by Mr. J. B. Youpg of a gisoline apgamtu%
in . such close proximity to a large choking
stove, separated by a thin flooring of bourds, whicﬁ
had shrunk by the excessivo heat, besides having
openings in the floor,

That this state of things existing is rurprising,
and demands at our hands the strongest censure and
our earniest representations to the proper anthoritics
for immediate interveniion.

]_.\Tot only does this conflargation cost Narcisse
Lajeunesse a large sum of mouey, but the loss of
threc human lives was the resalt of it ; two young
and distinguished priests, onc of whom bad aiready
attnined a well renowned fame in the world of let-
ters and as a pulpit orator, were prematurely cut off
by iustantaneous suffocation.

The painful circumstaaces attending this tragical
death, o correctly described by Hormisdas Lajeu-
nesse, explain this lamented catastrophy, without
any defence being needed at our hands as to their
sobriety and character. Tbhey had beer in bed for
about half an hour, and sere ia their first and lact
slecp.

Having left their bedvoom door open, they were
the first who were immediatcly suffocated by the
dense smoke pouring inte their room. The Lar on
the second flat opened on the two passages, receiv-
ing from one side the volumes of flimvs and smoke
emitted from the reom contaiving the apparatus,
and driving it to the other side into the passage
leading into the open bed-room of these two unfor-
tunate gentlemen.

Weare pf opinion that the proprietors ef ¢the hotel
did all they could tfosave life under the circum-
stances ; and considering the fearful rapidity of the
conflagration, it was impossible to save the Revd.
Fathers Murphy and Lynch, and the old lady, Mad-
ame Champagne.

Before closing the report the'atiention of the jury
has been calied to a statement of the Hamalton Times
relative to the reverend gentlemen who perished in
this disastrous fire, connecting thewm with gross im-
propriety on the occasion. The concurrent and un-
animous testimony of the witnesses examined proves
such charges to have no fouvdation whatever, and
the jury take this opportunity to condemn in the
strongest manner possible the publication by the
Hamilion Times of a charge so utterly at variance with
the fuacts, and so calculated to wound the feelings
of relatives and of the community, nmongst whom
the deceased reverend gentlemen were held in the
highest respect and esteem,
Joezpn Joxks, Coroner.

J. A, GravsL,
Jaues H. Srrixcie,
W. Tonskg,

T. Stwarn, Chairman.
Jangs B, M. Curryax,
S.J. Lyyax,
J. FoGarty,
Micaazr Dovovay, Jaues M. CLraRy,
DoyiniQue RosAlkE, C. F. Vaxner,

Jos, BroussEAD.

The Coroner then thanked the jury as follows :—
For the care and attention which you have devoted
to this enquiry I beg to tencer you my rincere ac-
knowledgement, and I trust that the able and volu-
minous report which you just presented will be ap-
preciated by a decerning public. . .

Mr. W. D. Drummond, on brhalfof the North
British and Mercantile Insurance Cumpnny, thank-
ed the jury for the care, zeal, time and attention
they bad devoted to to this enquiry.

The jury were then discharged.

Tus Sorr Sipg.—A Lady correspondent, who is
evidently a tender-hearted schoclmarm, writes a
letter to the San Franeis:o Advertiser on the training
of children, In her florid and gushing style, she
says: “ Mothers should bunt out the soft, tender,

‘genial side of their chbild's natare” The editor

snys:— Such advice is entirely unnccessary, as
every mother in San Francisco does it with an old
ghoe or some other equally hard or forcible means.”

FATHER MURPHY.
The Subseriber is now prepared to fill orders for
PHOTOGRAPHS (taken by Inelis of this city), of
the late lamented REV.FATHER MURPHY (late
editor of this paper). The pecunliar sad accident
which was the menns of his death, together with
his celebrity as an Orator and Divine, has vendered
the Sale of these immense. Every Catholic family
shonld possces a copy. Orders from a distance
promptly filléd.  Remittences Dy cither stamps or
P, 0. Order, Pricos—Carte de Visite Size, 15 cts;
Cabinet Size, 30 ; large, 8x10, for framing, $1.50. -
' J. 'I. HENDERSON, Bookseller.
Petor St, Montreal—(P.O. Box 522}

187 St.

SR L R G 3
JUST PUBLISEED.
THE LAST LECTURE DELIVERED
.- . Y TUE TATE
FATHER MURPHY,
« GRATTAN and the Volunteers of '82,"
(With & Portrait of the lamented deccased).

.+ s Price, 15 cents.

" For ,Slillé: ‘at Trus Witsess Office’; J. T, Hendeor-
son's, 187.8t.. Peter strect, and at Battle Bros., 21
Bleury stréet, Montroal, s S

- wi- GRAND BAZAAR, .

17O be Kéld on: the 25rd JANUARY NEXT; for the

fienefit’of ‘the ' POOR/ of: the INSTITUTE: of :the
‘SISTERS OF MERCY; Montreal.'<'Being thieir.first

‘Bazaar, they, hoperto meet:with' the .tame charity -
.and sympathy, that they always met in their yearly
collectlon.” - ; IR -



