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i egae o e

by om - Bioody and tears, and sighs lie
leavy wron me, T tmage oy awful act
touhled moa, Tioserted the palace, and hop-
e i vour vaje o find the rest which T sought,
I Gaadd the bittorest hours of iy lites Your
poane becmne my ot Your innoeenee
s to g like nosevere reproneh of wmy
gty aand every friendly foolt of vour love
o e alrkaess oy et like a vivid
lasiv ol naing on o dark gloomy night,

Aig, oo mysell=my el that Fwould
o thizdwelling of peace. Pardon me,
el i vorr possibiv ean, pray for me. § go,
wipre U belong—to the Faiires.

Wit th ese wonds he left the Beanmg ald
e peaceiul vale, The ald man looked atier
e too time, whilst he climbed the moun-
v, Taen he littad his hands towarls heaver,
praviaw, and raturned to the cirele of those who
fept the festival,

syl

LECTED OPPORTUNITIES.
From the Pastor's Journal,

Te i< now twenty-live years sinee, ag 1thing,
s Lord appeared in merey to my soul, by
spzaking pardon through the blood of Jesus.
O, miracle of geaee, il cver so faithless and
unpeofitable a servant as I have heon, shall
attain to the mansions of the saveld ! During
tine st swenmeralter [eatertained the hope
of pardon, my mind was mueh exereisod in
behalfof the uneonverted. £ felt that 1 could
perswaleralimost any manto be a Christian, i
hz woull only listen to me, Gl 1 could have
time: ta communicate my views.  In this be-
lief, I wrote many leiters to acqumntanees
abroad, as well as held numerous conversa-
tons witle individuals in iy immediate neigh-
borhood. Butulax! soon 1 began to find that
my clorts were unavailing.  Probably my
z:al was not according 0 knowledgs, or ]
was working in my~own strengih; for T have
naver learned tat much fruit resulted from my
lahows. I sunk down into a state of depon-
daney and inaction, during which the follow-
ing ciccumstance oceured. -

There lived near to me an intelligent negro,
ol more than usual cultivation and business
tlent, This man was much abroad in the
community, and had acquired a failiarity
with inen ad things, which renderved hinga
huantand adeott dizputant, on almaost every
topic of common discussion, and few of the
common peaple cared to get into an argument
with him. e was, however, entively igno-
rant of religon, axt farax T have been able to
Lo, amd in his life and eonversation, gave
too much reason to believe, thathe was im-
nworal and pretane, My compassion was ex-
eited for hissoul, [thought Lwould eortainly
ancak to him about the things of eternity, Soon
an oppartiity offered. But his bold look, deep
tonest voiee, an-bwell known character fogr dis-
putation, overawsd me, and I putit ofls Ano-
ther oceasioi, and again another, came amd
want,uainproved 5 cach furnishing, os I then
Phoght, =0 apolagy for deferring the duty.

Atlenath £ hoard Gt the man was sielk,
el and dFetwenstanees where 1 eould nat
rory conrenivally ¢idn aceess o hime | then
ryproaehed mvsal with my negligenee, ¢ Pep-
faps e ey alie T, «and no one
has waresD hime taaise from the wrath to
cone. D esctainly wilbepbrace the first op-
portunily, ta exhort him ta take care of his
conl,” But il neatvered o 1Ml my resolu-
von tmmediately. 1 izodted Gor an opporturity
insend of meling one. What was my surprise
and comnpunetion ol nzind, when at the endd of
threo davellearned thiat he had been easried
o hy a violent dlsenso, without one word of
instrugtion ov of prayer having been offered at
his bed-side,auct that e had gone into etermity
in all the deap pollution o hissins 7 O, ther
how did my bleeding beart heat painfully
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at the blood of that
skirts! And how
as well

within mie, at the thought, th
soul might be found in my
olten, in the street and in the growd,
as tn the secret retirement el my (ﬂqset,has
that negro’s form appeared to stand before me,
aud upﬁmid me wilh my guilty in not saying,
at least one word of warning! Ttrust 1 have
copented, and that God hias (orglven me ; but
I can never forgive mysclf that crime.

1 have penned this briel account because 1
veould have wy Chinatian brethrea avoid the
stings that [ have sullered. Since then, I have
wied to be faithful to sinners, though, alas, I
have done but little afterall. Still, no other
caze of negleet haunts my conscience like the
one I have detailed.  And yct, veader, you are
exposed 1o just such neglect and compunction,
unless yon ¢ watch and pray” against the
feartul evil of procrastination.
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DISAPPOINTED HOPE.-

[ avE seen sinners brought to God amidst
alt the varieties of Christian experience ; some
by the terrors of the law, others by the attrac-
tions ol the cross 3 some by a long and almost
Dmpereeptible progress 3 others, comparative-
Iy in a moment § but scarcely ina single in-
~tance have I found conversion, or even real
awakening,. dated tromn  afiliction, If ten
were eleanséd, where are the nine 1 It has
happened anto them according to the true
The dog is turned to his own vo-
mit again, and the sow that was washed to
her wallowing in the mire,” 2 Pet, §i 22,
Wordd that picty which could not stand  the
test of a return to lite, have availed the soulin
death T Let conscicnee sav,

I «hall never forget an instance of disap-
pointed hope which cecurred in the early part
of my career. A youngman who had been in-
structed in e Sal:bath-rchool as to the ele-
ments of religion, hut had never made any pre-
tension to piely, was steicken with an alarin-
g disease. His coneern about hix soul was
immediate and overwhelming, « What must
Fdo to be saved 77 secmied the ane guestion
which abzorbed all his thoughts,  Those

around him did not fail to expennd the reply
of Paul and Silas—¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Chrixt.”  He listencd most intently 5 bope
sprung up in his soul, and passages of Servip-
ture which he had learned at school, but
which had 6l then escaped hix memary, cans
pouring into his mind with a richuess, propri-
oty and conmsccutiveness, (ruly wonderful,
Diseaxe now gained upon lim, and all hope of
recovery fled. The surgeon plainly todd him
that nothing more ceuld he done, and that a
fes hours would terminate his lite.  He re-
ccived the announcement with perfeet con-
posure, and =xid that lie kad no wish o live ;
his only desire was 10 depart and Le with
Christ.  Tuexperienced aw T then was, had
he died, Ishould not have entertained a doubt
of his safety, But the surzeon was mistaken ;
to the surprise of every one, his recovery was
soon completed. He went to the house of God
the first Sablzth he was able to walk, and re-
thened thanks for liz restoration,  For the
next few Sabbaths fullowing he was there:
afterwards I missad him.  For scpie tiwe 1
was unable to learn what had iecome of him
at last I ascertained that an act of grovs i
morality had rendered it expedient fr lim to
leave the neighborhood,

Aflter the Tapse of twenty years, very un-
expectedly met with him once again. During

the interval, he had become a hardened sot,
view, however, he

At the time of this inter
was perfectly sober, Lut he appearcd to have
forgotten me. 1 reminded kim of hig vowsin
aflliction.  He then mentioned my name. 1
all his formoer impressions,

“a frequen

teaches me tl 0 nt
should be obscure in some passages, lest if it we

clear everywhere, it would pe exposed to _con-
tempt.”” What pitiful reasoning? ~ What 1 if the
whole Word of God was clear, it would be ex-

posed
then t

shall

was séared as witha hot iron ; all I could g¢
him Yo say of the afllictiou wln(:l'l ONCEe SECnIL
so hopeful, was, “ I have no wizh to remien
ber it.’—Decapolis.
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AS EVERY MAN A RIGHT TO READ TUE
) BIBLE?

From the Corvaspondent of the K. Y. Observer,
{coNCLUDED.]
Gregory VII. forbids express] Vratislas, kinz

of Bohemia, from allowing the ible to be read in

one. ¢ For,” says this despotic pope,
t reading of the Holy Seriptures
lat God Almighty has chosen that it

he vulgart

1o contempt 7 But did Gregory VII, think
hat Godd could say contemptible things?
He adds : “Do-not allege that some religious
men have patiently borne with what the people
now demand so loudly ; for I answer that the
primitive church has dissembled much (multe
dissimulaverit).”  This is rlain Janguage, and
we believe that the Romish cliirch dissembles
much still.  The art ol dissimulation has been
carried by her o great perfection.

But nations began to be tired of this spiritual
despotism, not only in the cast, but also in ihe
south of Europe. Thousands of Christians, known
afterwards under the name of Waldenses, claimed
resolutely the right to read the Holy Serptures.
Besides, at Cologne, at Metz, in Pravence, there
were meetings of Christians to read the Bible.
The popes were alarmed ; they persecnted these
Christiane with fire and sword ; torrents of blood
Towed 3 and in 1229, the conncil of Toulouse,
instigaled by Gregory 1X., decreed as follows :
« Tereafter, laymen who, for purposes of devo-
tion, wish to have pious books, must confine
themselves to the Psalter, a breviary for devotion-
al offices, or to the Hours of the blessed Virgin
Mary. We forhid them stiictly (arctissime inii-
bemus) 10 keep the books of the Old and New
Testament in the vulgar fongue.”

This prohibition is positive cnough. The Ro-
wmish church cannot fice herself fiom the crime
of having formally forbidden in a council the use
of the Bilde ta laymen!

Put God confounds and overthrows the designs
of his enemivs.  The ernsades began to revive a
knowledue of the ancient writers. Then came
the greal discovery of printing, and it was im-
possible for the Romish cowt to resist the torrent.
The first beok which was issned from the press
was a Latin translation of (he Bible. Soon the
Seriptures were translated into the German lan-
suage, zud fourteen editions had  already been
puklished, when the Bible appetred translated Ly

Luther, ST

Rome was deeply aficted, it may be hekieved,
Lut what conld she do?  Her friends were divi-
ded in opinion 3 some advised to allow the people
the free use of the Bilde ; others, on the conirary
feared to speak on the occasion : « To allowlay-,
tnen o vead the Bible, is to give haly things to
dogs 5 is to cast pearls hefore swine.” N
The Pope chose a middle course. He authoris-
ed tzznslations of the Bible in the country where
protestant versions cireulated ; jn Gernany, for
example 5 Jor how could he prevent absolt:tr-ly
the Scriptures from falling wnder the eyes of the
people T But in Spain,” in the Netherlands
wherever the Word of God was not known he
forbade the printing and distributing of it in the
vulgar tongue.  Thus the Court of Rome shawed
cloa'gly that if it allowed in certain cases the

eIy v Bil H i
:ﬁ:f ;:;crﬁ{(}l;ig.ue’ this was only Ly constraint
{’hc Council of Trent came in ajd of Romish
policy. It wonld not sanction eny translation in
the vulgar tongue, and prohibited, under penalty
of excommunication, the minting, ’mbl' at i
. n | s publication and
ale of every other Bible but the Valento « and it
forbade the reading of the Vulgate itelf,’ either
[ubliely orprivately, without the hishop%s leave
Surcly precaution could not Le carried I}url)‘ v

]’o‘pc Pius 1V, knew his advantage Hcle);é.
parcd for the inquisitors ten rules the 4th of wl]ﬁch
58ys among other things : « Per’mission to read
(1}e Bible “ought to be givenin writing, r}e}z‘\"
whoever shall not have such Permissi?)n, and

cundeavored toree
he > atie ’ < b B
it the sttempt was hopeless ; his conscience

still presume to read or kcep the Holy

Seriptures in the vulgar tongue, shzli not receive



