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RANGALORE——THE ENGLISH CANTONMENT.

Anour & mile distant from the old fort and city of
Bangulore are the Engtish cantonment and modern native
town. Conceive n field or parade-ground a mile and a
half in length and a guarter of & mile in breadth, lined on
cach side by avenues of large beantiful trees, overshadowing
the encircling footpath and carringe-drive, Along the
southern boundary of this parade-ground are the houses
and shops of the Ruropeans and Kurasivns; whilst to the
north are lines of barrucks for both European and nativé
troaps, from the midst of which rises prominently the
tower, of 8t. Andrew’s Chureh, which is, or was, the finesy
and highest building in Bangalore.» Many are the beautifu}
roads stretching away from this parade-gronad into the
country, where are the picturesque dwelling-houses of
civilians and officers, whose cncireling gardens all the

year round are iu perpetund bloom—ifor Bangalore, though

in a tropieal region, has an Ttalian climate  The fortunate
Enropeans who are stationed there are not scorched up by
the terrible heat under which their unlucky countrymen
must swelter ag Mudras and in the southern plains; and
Christmas comus to them ay Bangalore, not wreathed with
snowflnkes and pendent with icicles, as it does to us, but
b antiful with roses and varivgated garlands of tflowers.

It was vather o novel thing for my teiends Dr. Nornian
Macleod and Dr. Watron to be taken on a New-Year's day,
as T took them in 1868, to a magnificent show of flowers
and fruits in the Lall-Baugh Gardens of Banualore. In his

~usual happy style, the celebrated Norman thus relates his
vigit: The European quarter is as dilerent from the Pettah
as Belgravia ig from the enst end of London.  Here the
houses are in their own compounds with ghrubs and
flowur-gardens quite fresh and blooming,  Open park-like
spaces meet the cys everywhere, with broad roads as
smooth and beautitul as the most finished in England
YEqnipages whirl along, and ladies and gentlemen ride by
on horsétnck. ~ One entches & glimpse of a church tower or
steeple; and these things, togetiber with the genial air,
make oue feel once more at home; at all events, in a bit
. of territory which scems ent out of home and settled in
India, There are detightful drives, one to the Tall Bangh
lnid out in the lagt century by Hyder Ali, Oar home
feeling was greatly intensified by attendiog a flower-show
There was the ususl military band; and crowds of
carringes conveyed fashionable partivs to the entrance.
Military officers nnd civil servants of “every grade were
there, up to Mr. Bowring, Chief Commissioner of Mysore.
The most remarkable and interesting spectacles to me
were the splendid vegetables- of every kind, including
polatoes which would have delighted an Irishman ; lécks
nud onions to be remembered, like those of Egypt;
cabbages,. turnips, cauliflowers, peas, beans, such as
Bngland could bardly equal; splendid feait, apples,
peaches, oranges, fiws, and pomegranates; the display
culminating in o magnificent array of flowers, noue of
which plensed me more than the benutiful roses, so
redolent of home,  Such were the sights of & winter's day
at Bangalore,

Avound the English cantonment, more especially on
the north side of i1, is the modern town of Bangalore,
contuining about sixty or seventy thousand inhabitants,
who are chiefly Tamuliaus, the descendunts of those native
camp-followers and adherents who accompauied the
British forces from Madras and the plains of the Carnatic
when they conquered and took possession of the land,
There are’ likewise at Bangalore a goodly number of
English and Irish pensioners, whe have chosen rather to
abide in India than come back to this country, and
certainly, ‘with scauty means, they are better off there in
a warm and genial clime then they would be here, with
our long and dreary. cold and icy winters. And when
those pensioners are sober and industrious, they have
abundant opportunities in [ndia to enable them to support
themselves and their familics in great comfort, and even
to become what we Scotch people call ¢hein folk.! I
could give many pleasing instances from amongst them of
tsuccess in life,) [ knew three Scotch gentlemen who
weore highly respected bunk agents, and who had goue to
India as artitlerymen "in the Honorable East India
Company's service. But although it be thus a pleasant
fact that mauy of our pensioned soldiers have done well
and prospered in India, yet it is melancholy to relate that
a-goodly portion of them are sadly wanting in sobriety
and industry, and conscquently their continued stay in
that couutry is not for gaod, but for evil, So impressed
was I with this tbat, when asked by a high military
offici 1 for my opinion as to whether the government
onght to give greater encouragement to the time-served
suldiers to settle permanently in India, 1 at once and
decidedly said Noj because, when freed from military
discipline, theiv lives too frequently were such that they
lowered the prestige of the Boglish name, and helped to
injure the salutary respect which the natives bave
“hitherto had for their white-faced rulera.

In a pretty little village near Madras, called Poon-
amalee, as well as in Bungulore, there dwell very many of
those pensioners with their familics: T was wont to pay
periodical visits to this place on professionnl duty ; and
certainly I found it at first not only strange but grotesque
to.see young men and maidens and numerous children,
with faces ag bluck as a minister's coat, but yet bearing
same good old Scoitish name, and speaking the English
with an accent as if they had buen born and bred in the
wilds of Lochaber, My boadle, as suble a youth ag could

~

be, was a M'Cormick, and proudly claimzd to be an
Inverness-shire man [ remember, towards she-close of
the Mutiny, of driving with my wife, on o moonlight

-evening through a beantiful ¢ tope! of palm trees, when

suddenly our vars caught the distant strain of the buagpipes
There was no mistaking it; fuint though it was, we could
distinguish it flonting and wailing through the silent
night as™ M'Clymont's Lument. Gradually the music
became louder, until we were able to discover whence it
emanated. I got out of the carringe before un opening in
the trees, and winding my way by a narrow path, I came
at last to n small bungulow where o man was strutting up
and down the verunda pla ing on a genuine, pair of
Scottishe bagpipes. ~ His garments were white, but his
face was perfectly black. He was astonished at my
appearance, and so wasg I ab-his ; and my astonishment was
not diminished when in answer to a (uestion as to his
name, ho replied to me in & pleasaut Avgyllshive aceent :
¢My name is Coll M'Gregor, sir; and my father was a
piper in the forty-second Highlanders, and I believe he
came from a place they. called Inverary.” Poor M'Gregor !
from that hight I knew him well  Black though he was,
he was a most worthy man ; and one of the last sad duties
I performed ere leaving Indin was to visit him when
dying in the hospital, and to bury him when dead amongst
the sleeping Scotchmen in 5t Andrew's churchyara,

in the flustratel London News there is a picture
entitled ¢ Recruits? which gives a very faithful vepresenta-
tion of the composition of the British army. A smart
reerititing sergeant is leading sway captive a batch of
yvoung men—the thoughtless, reckless shopboy, the clown-
ish rustic, the discontented artisan, and the downcast
¢ young gentleman’' who has wasted his substance in
viotous living, The picture rekindles in my memory
severnl instances of the last-mentioned type. In the
following storics, it will be scen, from obvious reasous,
that where names are mentioned, these are fictitious, *

There is a clumyp of trees in the immediate vicinity of
Bangalore which is known as ¢ the Dead-man’s Tope. In
it there is a solitary grave, that of a young Scotchmnn
For many yecars the natives alleged that his ¢ ghost’ was
to be seen walking mournfully amongst the frees, for they
said he could vot rest until his appointed years had been
fulfilled. Hr had Deen a corporal in a Scotch regiment
station «d in Bangalore, belovedlby all his comrades, but
unfortunately hated by the sergeant of his compuny, At
last, goaded by the unjust treatment he received from this
sergeant, he struck him down in a moment.of passion, In
those days, discipline was stern ; the young corporal was
tried, and condemved to be hanged in the presence of the
whotle garrison. The ex-cution took place ; but so great
was the feeling against the acrgeant, that he had to be
sont away from the regiment dowu to Madras, protected
by a military escort. The general officer who told me
this storv was a witness of this sad scene, and was the
interpreter to the native soldiers of the reason of the
axecution That young corporal belonged to Glasgow,
and was connected with many respectable familiss in the
city. R -
yHere is & happier tale. John Home, after many year's
service in the Honorable Company's artillery, rotiréd ona
pension, snd settled at Bangualore,
small local paper, and so 16r & fuw years was a prominent
wmember of the-community., He marricd, and had an only
son. This boy was but an infunt when the father dieq,
his death being hastened by~ intemperate living.  On
Home's private writing-desk being opened, ‘bis relations
found, to their amazcment, & sheet of paper with the
nandwriting of the deccased telling his real name—for
Home was a fictitious one.he had assumed on his cnlist-
ment—and whence he came, and where his relstives were
to be found. These disclosures were madz, so the papar
said, for the only reason that.perhaps ou soms future day
they might bencfit his boy; and were is not for this hope,
the secret would have gone down with him to the grave.
Strange to say, not many monthe clapsed when an adver-
tisement appeared in an Blinburgh paper signed by a
Jegn) firm, asking for information abous this very man,
giving his real nume. Of courss the Edinburgh gentlemen
were at once communicated with; and after all the
cvidences were submifited, aed no doubt well serutinised,
the claim of the widow and her child was acknowledged
'The boy was brought home and edueated ; and I trust
still is;, what he was a few years ago, the proprietor of a
snug little estate.” Such is some of the romance of the
‘rank and file’ of our army.

Avxoragg Casuigr Goxe.~Lexiyeroy, Ky, January 3,
—J. G, Scrugham, teller and. assiscant cashicr of the Lex-
ington City National Bank, has defaulted in $40,000 and
fledd to Canada. He has been taking money in small sums
for mouths, and covered his tracks by false footings. He
fled when the bank examiner came to examine the books
on an application for a renewal of the ¢harter. Scrug-
ham bet heavily on Blaihe, and also speculated in stocks.
He is thirty years of age, and has a wife and two child-
ren, whom he left here.  He was a member of the church.
He left a note for ‘the cxaminer, saying, ‘I am $37,000
short and am off for Caunada ; needn't look for me nor
money."”

IMPROVEMEYTS IN THE STRAND —Afler long waiting, it is
now probable that the sum of £1,500,0'00 will be devoted
this year to the improvewent and widening of the brand,
the most celebrated, but o narcow thovoughfare of London,
Ly tearing down all of Holywell Street and making Wyach
Btrect new on the north side of the Strand, with new and
fine buildings. The two famous old churches in the
Strand, St. Mury le Strand and St. Clement Danes, which
now stand at either end of the narrow part of the Strand,
will probably be ullowed to remain, with roadways cn-

ciroling them,

He bucame editor of &

HOAXED BY A HOAX ' -
DanviLLg, Pa, Dec. 29—This’ quiet place‘is®
enjoying a double joke. A few weeks ago lengthy

of the city papers purporting to give the discovery
of an iron box on an island in the Susquehanna
River, a few miles below here. The finder was said
to be Mr. 0. G. Melton, a well-known resident of
this city,  and the amount of tus find was said to be
$47,000 in Spanish coins.  There were many fool-.
ish enough to’ believe the story, but in a few days
it was revealed to be only a hoax, praciised by Mr.
Melton’s friends to cause him some annoyarce.

Imagine the surprise of the people here a few-
days ago on the arrival of two well-to-do-looking men
from Philadelphia who called to establish a claim;to:
the property. ‘They represented that their great
grandparents while travelling down the Susquehanna
in 1794 were attacked near the island where the box
was said to have been discovered by Indians ;- that
the white people were murdered, and the box.of
coin carried on the island. = They were laughed at
and told that the story was only a hoax. ‘This they
would not believe and employed a lawyer to secure
to them their rights.  They were finally convinced
of the folly of their errand and gladly got out of
town. :

NEW USES FOR LUMINOUS PAINT.

inous paint is for tapes for field use at night by the
British Royal Lngineers’ Department.  Starting
from a given point towards the front, the men leave
a trail of lumindus tape on the track, and on;reaching
a given point they mark the contour of the earth-
works to be executed by the same means, paying
out the tape-as they return towards the camp. - The
working party then followed the outward trail, exe-
cute the work, and return to camp without having
discovered a single ray of light to the enemy. The
German War-Office authorities have experimented
with the paint for purposes of night attack : and
Lieut. Deppe, of the Belgin school gunnery, is in-
vestigating its merits in the same direction, ‘I'he
English Government is using painted f:amed glas-
ses, or Alladin’s lamps as they are called, for inter-
nal Doiler inspections. . Gen. Lord Wolseley took
with him a luminous compass for the Nile expedi-
tion. ‘The paint has also bewn applied in some es-
tablishments to fire-buckets, which are thus easily
found in the dark. ’

VitaL Srarisrics.—The Registrar—-General of
fingland has recently published the march. of-a
generation through life.. He says that of'a million
boern the number at the end of five years will be’
reduced to 736,818. At the end of 25 years there
will be 684,054 of the million left. At the end'of
35 years there will be 568,993 left, and of the
women,two-thirds will be married. When 45 years
have passed ‘502,915 will remain. At 65, 309,020
will still be alive. When 75 years have rolled by,

At 85, only 38,575 will survive,
willion will be reduced to 2,153. The.number
who will cross the line of the century will be 223,

will be in his grave. ’
N ’

THE SynpicaTE~—" Ma, there’s a syndicate of

corner ! * The little villains ! Mary Catherine,
tell the syndicate of policemen at the beer-saloon
forninst the letther-box, an’ I'll get & syndicate of
the .neighbors and go-to his rescue immejeetly.

on hand to help him?” ¢ They're gone with a
base-ball syndicate to the corner-lot, an’ there's a

an’ their hands is full. You'll have to get a
syndicate of neighbors to help’—Pitésburg Chiron-
icle. '

“ ORIGIN OF THE FIRE UNKNOWN.",,’—A New York’
drumumer lately entered a store in a Delaware town -
to find the proprietor and clerk playing -draughts,

‘the fire out, and the floor unswept for three days.

“Well, how’s business ?”’ was the salutation.
“Sold a paper of:pins this week,” was -the" calm
reply of the proprietor as he put a new man into the

king row. :

" And can you stand up under such times ?”
“I kinder reckon. We've got a bonfire down
stairs, and Bob and I are having a game of draughis
to see who sets fire to it. 1€ insural '

good."—Wal St. Daily News,

1

accounts weré telegraphed from here to a number

Among the most recent uses discovered for lum-

161,164 (or nearly one out of six will still remain, -*
At. 93, the ~

and at 108 years from the starting point the last one

bad boys punching brother Johnnie's head af the'

Where's Johnnie’s own syndicate that they ain’t |

syndicate of fish-peddlers fighting them there now, .

- L guess the.insurance iy -
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