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~ CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

"OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

MosTREAL 18 WINTER.~The engraving on
our fourth page is. taken from a photograph by
Alexapdor Honderson, the landscops photo-
grapher of Montreal, and represonty un interest-
ing view of “the city from the lsland park, the
frozen river. covered with snow aver 1ts whole
surface forming a lovel plain which entirely
altars its summer asepet and adds a new interest
to this front of thevity, which in its garb of snow,
is hardly 1o be recognized by our summer visit-
OT8. '

Criniatsas I8 Cavana . ~The next page gives
a chinming Nustration of the pleaiures of our
winter soason. The snowballing, snowshosing,
- sleighing, aud last but not least the pretty girls,
ono of whow is pictured in the middle of the
page, all combine to make our Canadiun winter
the ndmsiration of the world and the pride of our
uwn people.

1cORATING the church will possess n spe-
cial interest for thoss of our n':mle.m who have
befare now assisted in n similar work in wreath-
fng gavlands of green about the stone pillars,
anid Vastening legends above the arches of their
own house of worship,

Tk wdvent of the Christmas tree in sugges.
tive rather of English Christruas tide than of our
own. Yetasimilar scene will beenacted, thoagh
with differont surrsundings, in many a home 1n
this country as well,

Titr bovs and the girls have not been forgot-
tenin this nmsber. The farmer have a page of
football sketehies, while their fair sisters will we
know appreciate the protty picturesof their favo-
rite nursery rhyme, and both alike will enjoyx
the turning of the tables on the last page, and
the fate of the little boy who tackled the turkey.

AN EVENING AT VICTOR LGOS,

(Fram oo Correspen:deat.)

I have been epending the evening at the house
«f M. Victor Hugs, whoe appesred in very good
health, He was sl in a genislly expansive
mood, and his spirits higher than usual.  Be.
tween dinner and balf-past ten, when all bis
vigitors rose to go away, he sesrcely sat down o
woment, but kept walking about from sue por.
son to another 10 couverse.  He had an, for a
wander, evening dress. Whenever he talked (o
the whols company ke stood ou the hearth rug
with Bis back towardy the fise. A civele of dises-
ples stomd wraund.  Medame Donan was the
gusst of the evening.,  She is the duughter-in.
faw of the bste M. Dopian, who was the maost
us-ful eotbragme of Geperal Trochu in the sieg,
and is the wile of M. Menand Dorian, a notable
St, Etienne waoufasturer and deputy.  This
lady is a poctes<, Hhe hae fust translated into
French verse Swinburne’s (Ve to Viater Hugo.
1 bave not read her transdation, bat her brother.
poet, Mo e Lacretelte, the Deputy of Macon
sud biographer of Lamartine, assured ne that
it was admirably done, aud that the vibtisg
ring. the rhythm, the movemen?, and originality
of Swinburar were canght up and rendered by
her with apparent ease. Madame Dorian was
brought up in Foglaed,

T have to thank Mo Victer Hugo for a preseu.
tation eopy of ' Tonpnemsda,” which eoutained
on the title page o few grcious lnes written
and signed by huo, As he handly ever puts pen
1o paper except o work fur printers, you may
conceten the diffiralty there was in Awling
wards adigquate 1o express, without sppearing to
Hatter, gy sense of the Bosor Be had done we.
The ke thankspiving speseh T ohied 1o make
brought the eonversation of him aud the sur-
rounnding eirele to the fonuder of the Tugaisi-
tion, apsd then to his action, through Muary
Tudor, on England.  The dlea had never before
aecnrred to the poet that Torquemila, having
been for some tine before the Lirth of futhirine
of Aragon the ghostiy director of lsbeila the
Cathaliy, the English tneen of sanguinney me.
mory wax his spiritual graeddanghter. The
bent his extortations gave to labelle’s smind did
net appeir fo atfeer Henry VIS Queen (or, at
tewst, the Kotherive af Shakespeared, b, sXip-
ping a generation, eanie ont as a hudeons mora
deformity iy Mary, Victor Hago said he wanted
ta serve L undogmatic religion in his poun
an the fonuder of the Spanish loguisition- For-
quemelas wasa welldntentioned man, and wonld
have been good and great had he not started
from n false principie, and wanted to destroy
the shaolnte and eternad Hell by a relative and a
temparary one. He was like those scientists
who seek to destray disease through vaceines
whith keep them alive in the world, Torgue-
mada dealt by compulsion, std left no reom for
the conscience to grow and muve in.. St Fran-
vix of Aesixi iin glorifying whom Vicetor Hugo
has torestatled the Paped overeame ovil by good
and fareed sonls by example, charity and pere
suasion. :

t unve aften poticed the intense pleasare that
it gives to Vietor Hogo to he tohd of a good ac-
tion pefoped by somebody welser  Adpropos of
St Francis omd his works of charity, one of the
poet’s euests told hint of a- movemuent in the
State of New York to seml poor eity children
on vikits to farm-housen and country rexidences
in the hot sfunmer wenther. . The obd man's tine
symphathies woere all .awake as he listened 1
xhould not wonderif, in the course of the night,
he wrote & posn on the first impressious made

- by tha country on a New York streat Arab, . He

lookc'sl as if turning in his brain something of
the kind. : ' "

Of coumse Vietor Hugo's guest had much to
aay 1o him about Le Xnf ' Amuse. The author
seemed  to experience unalloyod happiness in
looking furward to the jubilee, and in looking
back to the tempest of hatred which the drama
had evoked fifty years ago. French intellect
was then bandaged np in the literary forms and
conventions of the 17th nnd 18th centuries, He
had done what he could to unbaudage it. The
small-minded people, and many of the large-
minded too, had come to look upon the band.
ages ay an epidermin. I their skins were going
to have beru torn off they conld not have fought
harder than they did ageinst an innovation
which meant to ascist ontward and upward
growth. Qu the 220d November, 1833, the
anthor of Le Loi 5’ Amuse and the maunger of
the Frangais, packed, a0 far as they wers able,
the house. Thia time a single ticket has not
been wigned by Victor Hugo or any delegate of
of his.  Four boxes were placed at his disposal,
but one of them was only taken by Madame
Lockray, who wanted it for some of her own
friend<.  The pout would not aceept the roomy
one offered him unless on the com}itinn of pay-
ing for it himself. There have been hitched in
the revival of Lc Koi s Amuse which might have
seemed bad omens to superstitions persons.
Georges Hugo had sutfered from the wet weather,
and been ailing winee Sunday,  His mother was
uot, therefore, able toappear st the dinner given
tn compliment to Madame Dorian, and there
wad uneasiness felt lest one grandehild only
could witness with the illustrious and loveabla
urundfather the jubilee of Lo Rai Samuse.
Another serious contreteraps was the illness of
M. Monnet-Sully, to whom the part of Francis
I. had been entrosted.  Of Victor Hugo ic may
be said he hes lived eighty years, but not grown
old.  The sadness of thove who have long sur.
vived their generation has not fallen upon him.
There is hardly any one now alive who witnessed
the theatrical storm which burst in the Frangai-
half a century ago.  All the actors and actresses
who performed in it have, save one, passed away.
He is the accomplished Regnier, who has quitted
the stuge and is now a professor at the Conser-
vatoire.

The Due de Nemours is old enough to have
seen the first represen: tion of Le foof s dmuse,
But Louis Philippe decided that it was better
for the Caurt not to patronize the play from the
moment he had received Count " Argout’s verbal
report of the full dress rehearsal. Said he to
the Ring, *Barbés and Blanqui will have their
Republic hefare the yvear is out if this drama
suceceds. Not only does the King amuse him-
self, but he amuses himself immensely and en
canaille.  The spectacte of such a Monarch on
the stage would break down all respuct for the
Crown.” “Bat 1" replied the King, *- do not
amuse wyself at all. T am always at my desk
unless when 1 am badgered by wy Ministers.
tvery one knows that in my whaole life 1 never
commitied a wild action.”” *S8a much the
worse, Sice,” retortod M. d"Argout. When the
Parixisny see that M. Hugo’s eap dors not fit
your Majesty they will all sccnse vou of wanting
to stick 1t an Charles X, who ¢id nmuse himsell
when he was voung. On the whole, he woald
be, if so capped, brtter o than your Majesty.
The Freuch have n sneaking kindness for a
King who is a mauvais sujet, but they hate a
mouarch whe they fied is perfidious.

X FORD REVISITED.

1t is just eight years ago that the old I'revost
of Orirl looked wpon the University, in which
hie had dived for the best part of a century, for
the Jast tiuee, Al r--so.:mh]]mrf', except indved
that which is moere or Jess durably embodied in
arehitevture, betwern the Uxford of his carly
manheod amd of Lis old age had disappeared,
and the interval which has elapsed since then
has served to make the transtarmation complete,
Dr. Hawkins has bulonged to ancient history
any time during the last two or three decades.
This is not surprizing seeing that he expired on
Saturday tast at the ape of vinety-two @ what is
sirprising is that the chiel features 1o the social
lite of Oxford, which men who are yet barely
miiddie-aged can recolleet 11 the days of ther
unbergradunteship, have disappeared ss com-
pletely ay if they had wvever been in existence.
Al that the energy of the bui der and the res-
torer could do ta revolutionise the external
aspeet of things hav been done,  There are new
streets and tramaways s Keble College looks se.
verely dawn upon the Parks, as if resenting the
2ontiguity of a seealar Musenm ; part of the
Jagwde of st Joba's is new and impaosing : all
the frontags which B dliol otfers to Broad.-street
is new and ideoue,  Tha old schools as intellee.
tual torture-rooms have ecasged to exist, aud the
examiner of the period applies the thwnbserew
and boot to the victim in a =uperh paluce nearly
anpesite thren’s, stawding on the site of the
old Aungel Hotel, made vidiculons indeed with-
out by some  wmwal design caricaturing Dr.
taghtioot of Fxeter snd others, but glorious
within'with marble pilices, vak penelhng, ta.
pestry from Turkish tnctories, curtaing ﬁ*qm Pore
gian looms.

These things are only the outwand aud vixible
signs “of the far greater mebsanorphosis which
the innor-life of the place discloses.  Married
fellows, nnd the establisment of a milih\hty deo‘
pot at Cowley, have assimilated the society: of
Oxford” to-that of Cheltenham and Southsea:
You weare to have wet the Urelector of Tranycen-
dental Ethies at-the hospitable board of your

friend ; but he was unfortunately already en-
gnged to dine at the military mess. The Senior
>roctor is also prevented from being one of the
company, as he has promised to superintend the
production of some new theatricals at the house
of a sprightly spinster on Headington-hill,
When you drove up to the departure platforn
at Paddington, you observed a number of gen-
tlemen, of familiar face aud figure, who you
imagined must be en roule to some country-
house in one of the'homs counties, Not a bitof
it. The members of Parliament, under secretaties
of State, able editors, and lit/érateurs who com-
posed the group, were all bound to Oxford,
where the Saturday to Monday visit is as much:
an institution as at Brighton itself. Some were
going to stay with one of the permanent officialy
of State who still keeps on his rooms at Al
Souls, others were the guests of the Christian
Bocrates at Ballicl, and the rest were similarly
billcted in ditfereat quarters. As you observe
all these things, and listen to the talk on every
side, you gradually realise the fact that Oxford
has become a mere suburb of London, Pall Mall
and the High.street, St. Jawes, and St. Al
date’s, the Athenamuin Club and half a dozen
colleges appear to have become fused into one
curious sosial amalgam. Tie venerable professor
who sils next to you surprises you by casually
mentioning that he was dining in Mayfair last
night, and that he went to the Lyceum after-
warda. He would, he adds, hope to see some-
thing of vou to-morrow ; but it is, he regrots,
tmpossible, ag he has an appointment in the
City, which invelves his leaving Oxford at
nine—at eleven o'clock. Your vis-d-viy at dinuner
is a thick-set gentleman, with a bushy beard,
and an appearance generally suggestive of a
prosperous land surveyor. His talk iu of the
price of wheat, and of the projected improve-
ments at Hyde Park Corner.  You presently
distover that he has devoted his lifetime to
deciphering inscriptions, and that he is the only
man in Europe who can claim a cowmprehen-
sive acquaintance with the literature of the an-
cient Pelusgi.

Not less novel and startling are the points of
view taken by those about you, and the media
through which they are disposed to look at life,
The whole standard of ideals and ambitions has
changed. Here is an eminent scholar and reve-
rend aivine, who you might imasine would re.
cognise his legitimate goal in a bishovrie. It
turns out that he takes comparatively slight
interest in academic affairs ; his favourite study
1s municipal administration, and his seeret am-
bition is believed to be to become a membur of
the Local Government Board, or possiLly mayor,
At the present mowmen: he is wholly eceupied
with the question of sewage ; and in a few mi.
nutes he will excuse himself for prematarely
quitting the compsuy on the plea that he has
An sppointment with half a dozen Common
Councilmen of distinction. The atmosphere is
so thoroughly modern, so conspicuously nou-
academic, that vou almost hesitate to broach a
sabject which can, in the slightest degree, sav.
our of *“shop.”  But old associations come back
ta you with some force, and vou veniure a few
observations upon the question of Greek amd
Latin scholarship. The youthful saiant beside
you condescends to take a languid interest in
the matter.  He is engaged in a correspondence
with the learned Vossius at Leipsic upon what
he shrewdly suspeets is a fragmeut of Plato,
exactly two line< and a half in length, and he
visited last summer the more learned Bossius at
Berlin, for the purpose of discussing a newhght
which he thought was thrown by a discovery in
Gaclic syntax upon the Ureek genitive, or of
testing the affinity which be is convinced exists
between the dislect of the tribes: on the Upper
Congo and the depraved Duric of a mythiz com-
mupity in Soathern Greece.  Thisis not pro-
bably quite what you meant by scholarship, and
you modestly ingquire whether composition in
the Latin and Hellenic languagas is still eni-
tivated at Oxford. Your interlocutor smiles
contemptuously. He thought you were quite
shave that sort of thing. A mere trick of school-
boy neatness, he assuies you, and nothing more.
He was talking, he explaing, of real scholarship
—of scholarehip as approsched {rom the scien-
tific point of view. It is an epithet of evil
omen, and you may as well change the conver-
sation at once to such topics as ziue wire and
liquid manure.

TRICKS OF PICTUVRE DEALERS.

* Many pictures have bien made to acquire
the appearance of age, even to a complete de.
ception ; and 1 remember at the commencement
of my collecting, having purchased some. They
were offered at a price which induced me to buy:
and as the very canvas on which they were lined,
to prevent their falling into deeay, appeared
old, whatever uncertainty I might have been in
as to their originality, 1 had none as to theiran.
tiguity. 1 sent for a picture dealer, who made
use of spirits of wine'; and in a moment that
which he worked upen.was totally ruined, which
made the cleaner say those pictures had been in
the: Westintngter oren.  He then informed: ma
that there was in Westminster & manufactory,
where several. persons were employed making
copies, which, alter being soiled with dust-and
varnish, were thrown into anoven built on pur-
pose, nud moderately warmed ; when, in the
course of an hour or two, they became cracked,
and acquired tho appearance of age, and a cortain
stoteity the  pictures 1 had bought did not-pos.
sess, which made me couclude that they had not

been baked long enough. I will venture to as.

sert, many of our.superficial connoisseurs have =
been caught as I have been with this snare, and
have preferred to the best modern preductions
those of the Westminster oten.” -

CHRISTMAS BREVITIES.

GirrT books, Christmas cards, &:é., ih_endless
variety at W, J. Clarke’s, Beaver Hall Square,

EveryTiuine novel and desirable in gifts
baoks, Christmas cards, &e., for the season at
Drysdale & Co’s. Their address is 232 St. James
street, and 1423 St Catherine street,. )

Frox an experience of many yeats in our city
there are few in the fur trade who has a more
extensive reputation for first-class goods than
A. Brahadi, 249 Notre Dame street.

THERE are few places where such inducements
are offered in quality and sterling solid value as -
at W. S, Walker's, 321 Notre Dame street. The
assortment of watches, chains, jewellery, ete., is
large, and prices very reasonable.

At the ““ Sign of the Admiral,” Notre Dame
street, Hearn & Harrison are offering this season
fany novelties in optical goods, opera glasses,
cc.

Maxy of our citizens have availed themselves
of the invitation extended to the public to visit
Seott’s-Art Roons, 363 Notre Dame street, and
inspect the pictures and engravings on view.

Tyw windows of R. W. Cowan & Co., corner
Notre Dame and St. Peter streets, present quite
an attraction to numerous puasers-by, from the
elegant display of lalies’, gentlemen’s and chil.
dren’s fur goods of all descriptions.

FOGOT NOTES.

‘“Mns. Browx " is dead. That was not her
name, but the character associated with the
works of Arthur Sketchley. Evea this was not
the correct name of the author, who “was not
““Mrs. Brown*' ner ** Arthur Sketchley,” bat
Georue Rose. Mr. Kose was formerly a clergy-
man of the Church of England, but he becamea
Roman Cathalie, and the inventor of the now
proverbial “*Mrs. Brown.” Of late the iilustrious
lndy’s utterances have become somewhat mono-
tonous : but at first she was intensely enjoyable,
and her curious utierances have long been ples-
santly familiar to lowers of domestic humour.
Mr. Rose made the mistake of overdoing the
character he had created, as many other authors
have done before him, and 30 somewhat detract-
ed from the credit he had undoubtedly deserved
as the creator of a distinet school of literature—
as distinet as that of Mark Twain, though of a
different character, :

A MaN may be as cool as an icicle under ex-
traordinary circumstances of danger or excite-
ment ; he may preserve an even mind when a
ghost comes into his room at midnight ; he may
assume command and act nobly and well when
the shipis sinking : but let that man, let any
man, upset his inkstand, and he springs to his
feet, wakes a desperata grasp for the inkstand
and knocks it half-way across the table, claws
ufter his papers and sweeps through the sable
pudidle to save them, tears his . white silk hand-
kerchief from his pocket and mops up the ink
with it, and after he has simeared the table, his
hands, and his lavender trousers with ink, as far
as it could be made to o, discovers that early in
the engagement he kunocked the inkstand clear
oif the table, and it has been draining its life.ink
away all that time in the centre of the only
light figare in the pattern of the carpet. Then
he wonders why 8 man always makes a fool of
himself when he upsets a bottle of ink, He
doesu't know why, Nobody knows why. Bat
every time it is so. 1f you don’t believe it, try
it.

NEWS OF THE IFEEK.

Tur. Boers have captured the Kaffir Chief
Mampoer.

Lorp Deray has accepted the post of Secre-
tary of State for India.

A NuMBER of failuresin the tinplate trade are
reported in England.

Tue Pall Mall Gazette says rumours of Minis-
terial changes are premature.

Tue Sultan ot Turkey has had an armoured
bullet-proof carriage built for him.

Tue Bishopof Winchester has declined the
Archbishopric of Canterbury, on sccount of his
age. v

Tug Austro-German alliance, which expires in
October, 1884, the Cologne Gazefte says will be
renewed.

Lorp Derpy rejects the ides of an Feyptian
protactorate, thongh admitting that English in.
fluence must preponderate in Ezypt. -

AT Connaught assizes on Tuesday, Judge Law-
son sentenced an Arran Island farmer 1o penal
-servitde for life for- grievously wounding a
bailitt,

Mgu, CHAMBERLATN has resigned from the Re-
form Club, on account of his brother having
been blackballed on applying for admission to,
the Club, ) )

Ax anti-Terrorist Association has been formed

in St, Petersburg to oppose’ the Nikilists, - with
: branches in England, France, Germany, Switz-
srland aud Turkey. L :




