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The Wate 0 man. '

MR, WERSTRRIR SPEPLH,
From the Albany Erening Jour.al,

Wo shall publish Mr Waebstar's Speech to-
morzov, 1t will bo extensively and attentively
read. s aim is to tranquilize the public mnd
and to calm tho eloments of diseord.  Whether.
with this very laudable objectin view, Mr Web-
ster has not drawn too largely upon the mag-
nanimity of the friends of Free Soil, remaimns
to be seen.  Profoundly as we respect Mr Wob.
ster, and desiroug as wo always are of sustuin.
ing him, we are unably to assent to t}‘ll ot hus
propositions,  And while members o!' Congress
are bound by a written compact to dissolve the
Union for no better reason than that the North
refuses to extond Slavery into terntory now Free,
we cannot think that Northern statesmen are
callod upon to compromise. . .

But, in his opening, Mr Webster gave notive
that he did not, that day, “speak as a Massa.
chusetts man, nor as a Northern man, but as
an American.” Viewed in this respect, his
speech is enlightened aud liberal.  Standing as
an American ciiizen, upon neutral ground, ha
has dealt lairly and nnpartially with both sec.
tions of the Union, This. however, is a stand-
ard of patriotism too high for those who cannot

separate themselves from the influences that
surround thern,

Conceding both to Mr Clay and to Mr Web-
ster, a patriotic and praiseworthy desire to pre-
serve the Union—a Union under which they
have stood as strong pillars, for forty years-—we
are constrained to say, that we cannot discover
in tho plan of either, tmeans so practical, direct,
‘and simple, for necomplishing that object, asre
commended by Gen. Taylor.  Californin waits
as a Stale for admission i1to the Union. New
Mexico will soon present herself in the same at-
titude, Thus adwitted into the American Con-
federacy, with Constitutions of their own fram.
ing; the whole difliculty is at an end.

But Mr. Webster favors the organization of a
Territorial. Government for New Mexico with.
out-any Prohibition of Slavery. 'This, in our
judgment, is an impossibility, We are among
the fripnds of the Union who would rejoice to
seethe necessity for a “Proviso” obviated, And
hence we approved and adhere to the Adminis.
tration Platform., But if the question of o ‘F'er-
ritorial Government, for New Mexico comes up
for action in Congress, the Northern member
who records his vote against a Prohibition of
Slavery therein, will greatly misapprehend the
sentiments and painfully disappoint the hopes
of his constituents,

Slavery was Prohibited n certain territory of
the United States by an Ordinance of 1787.—
‘The Prohibition prepared such Tesritory for ad-
mission into the Union as Free Sfates. The
Ordinanceor Proviso of 1787 werked well. The
principle was sound then—is sound now-——and
will be sound in all future time.

THE BANKERS IN LONDON.

The oldest banking-houses in London are :—
Child’s, at Temple Bar; Hoare's. in Fleet
Street; Strahan’s (formerly Snow's), in the
Strand’; and Gosling’s, in Fleet Strect.  Nong
date carlier than the restoration of Charles 11
The original were Goldsmiths'—* Goldsmiths
that kept running cashes”—and their shops
were distingmished by signs.  Child's was
known by “The Marygold,” still to be seen
where cheques are cashed ; Hoare's by “The
Golden bottle,” still remaining over the outer
door ; Snow's by the “Golden Anchor,” to be
seen inside ; and Gosling’s by *“[he three Squir-
rels,” still prominent in the wonwork o1 therr
windows: towards the street. The founder o!
Child’s house was John Blackwell, an Alder-
inan of the City of London, ruinéd by the
shutting up of the Exchequer,in tac reign of
Charles L. Stone and Martin's, in Lombard
Street, is said to have been founded by Sir
‘Thomas Gresham; and the Grasshopper sign
-of the Gresham family was preserved in the
banking house till late in the last century, Of
the West-end banking houses Drutnmond’s, at
Charing Cross, isahe oldest; and, next to
Drummond's Coutts',in the Strand. The found-
er of Druminond’s obtained his great position by
advancing money to the Pretender, and by-the
king's consequent withdrawal of his account.—
‘The king's withdrawal led to a rush of -the
Scottish nobility and gentry with their accounts,
aad to the ultimate advancement of the bank
toits presentfooting, Coutts’s house was found-
ed by George Middleton, and originaliy stood 10
St. Martin's Lane, near St. Martin’s Church.—
Coutts removed it to its present site,

Fire axp Deat—On Monday night last,
about 11 o'clock, Mr John Allan, residing near
Mre MgDougall’'a Mills, discovered his house
to be on fire, He instanly ran outs and al-
armed the neighbors opposite, and then cushed
back to his burning house. On his neighbors
arriving they could not see him, but heavd him
inside tho house: for some minttes no one
would enter owing to the flames and’ smoke.
At last, Mr Nicholas Chapman, at the imni:
nent risk of his life, rushed through the' blaze
and succeeded in dragging Mr Allan out—
‘The unforiurinte man, however, survived only
till yesterday morning. The family in the
house at the time consisted of Mr and Mrs
Allan and a servaut girl.  The two lattef
barely escapéd with their lives.—— Cobotrg: Star-

Wi St LawRsecE Ruvre—We Tinve heard
of a transaction wehich afforas most suuslactory
preof that the St. Lawrence route will prove
inuch cheaper than the Erie Canal.  One ofour
tineet propellers, the  T¥estern Xller, has bren
charinred ta take a cargo of flowr to Habfax, at
ds. G cisteney, per barrel, and bring a West
Indin cargo baeck to Toruntont 25, perewt. It
15 confidently expected that these respective ear-
goes will be the lirst of the seacon at tho respect
tive ports.  We have reason to Lkuow that
fieights ean be engag 1 on moh lower torms
by swling crafts than those which we have sta.
ted above.  We need not add another word o
convince thoss who have been sceptical as to
the superiority of the St Lawreucs route, that
goods can be carried cheaper by it than Ly the
Erie Canal,  When the route becomes known
there is no doubt that the great bullk of the
Westeen produee mnst come by it, and that we
shall be pertectly independent of the United
States.  We shall wateh with much interest
foture transactions with regard to freights
and from the ports of the Sister Colonies.— Glule.,

Ax Isrostor Cavenr.—A (ellow answering
1o the name of Walter Bellewalle, and perhaps a
score of other names, was detected in this town
on Wednesday, whilst attempting to play off
some of his pranks before the astountshed “na-
tives.” gal'o scamp obtained irorn Mrs. Poole,
the sum$f £4, under the preteace that he had
paid charges and duties to that amount, on a
couple of boxes sent out to her from England,
which he (Belleville) had left at Boston., e
attempted the same game on an officer of the
Garnison, by passing himselt off as the son of
the Hon, Mr. Glndstone, England; but being
suspected he was fully committed for trial at the
the next Assizes, Amorg the papers found in
his pnesession, were certuicates from the Rev
Mr. Egerton Ryerson, Rev. Mr. Evans, Rector
of Woodhouse, and the School Superintendent
of Oxford, also o letter from some party at or
near Brantford. From these papersit was evi.
dont he had been practising his fravdulent
tricks on h 8 way up to this ptace.~—London ( C.
WY Lianes,

Firc.—A fire broke out in a small building,
used as a blacksrnth's shop, on York Street,
about twelve o'clock on Tuesday night last.—
Fortunately the wind was not high at the time,
or the consequences would have been disastsous.
"The tavern kknown as the “Provinciallnn,” occu-
pied by Mr. Robertson, was consumed, with an
adjoinming waggon shop. The fireinen were
speedily on the ground, but for want of an effi-
cient engine, their efforts were of httle availl,—
The military ivere also on the spot, but arrived
too late to be of much service ; they, however.
exerted themselves in preventing the flames
spreading to the adjacent buidings. We be-
heve Mr. Robertsen saved the greatest part of
his tueniture, but have not heard whether the
owners of the other buildings secured anything.
—2b, .

Recirrocity or Trane —We learn from
Washington that the British Ministry, and the
American Cabinet, are in frequent communiea-
tion on the subject of Reciprocity of trade be-
tween the British Provinces, and the United
States. 1t is believed that, assoon as the vexed
question of Slavery is' decided, a treaty will be
concluded which will give to Canada all-the
Comnmercial advantages that the Amerieans
themnselves possess, respecting the. natural pro-
duets of the country. ‘The Nova ‘Scotia Leg-
islature have passed resolutions, by which the.
fisheries will be thrown open to the Americans,
when they agree to the terms of Reciprocity.

A meeting has been held ia the township of
Emily, to raise a subscription, to be offered as
a reward for the apprehension of the person or
persons who have several times attempted to
set fire to the premises of Mr. James Mitchell
of that township, in which they at-iast succeed-
ed. ‘The sum of £80 was subscribed at the
meeting.—Patriot.

A public Meeting has been held at the Me-
chanics Institite, Kingston, for the purpose of
taking ~tops to establish in that city, an Annual
Provincial Fair, or exhibuion of Manufactures
and Works of Art, to be called the Central Pro-
vincial Institute.—1b.

We-observe, that by a decision given by'the
Court of Common Pleas Jast Friday, Mail-car-
riers throughout this province are considered #4
be exempt from tolls, under the Imperial Statutes
on this subject, in which this provision isextend.
ed expressly to the Colonies. No exception lies
in consequence- of the nature, size,-6r weight of
the carnage or luggage, or the number-of pas.
sengers,—J1b.

Incrrprarsy—On Sunday indrning- about half-past
four 0’clock, a fire broke out in-an unoccupied “biick build-
ing, on Market Street. The interior of the house was de-
stroyed und some adjoining frame buildings wére pulied
down, by which the furthér épreading of the flames was
prevented. The Fire Cdnipanies were speedily on the
spot, apd exerted themselyes very- successfully. There is
tiot the least doubt that somé incendiary fired the buildings.
‘A magistérial ‘investigation into fhe cause of every fire,
‘would do much to clieck thig growing'¢vil, The property
‘velonges to ToSTiNsoN Esq., and- the brick housé was
insured.—~Hamilton paper, )

JOHN.
From the New York 1ferald,

The Orline St. John steamboat, as has been previously
ampounedd in our telegraphic accounty, left Mobide ou
Monday, the dth isst, at 5 P M,, for Montuzomery, Ala-
bama.  She had. a8 pently as can be ascertained, abunt
Gheatun pussenaers, 18 deck passengers, and her coniples
we it of erety and attendants, pumbering 30 persons more
The boatian wells averazing about  fifteen miles against
the vurnent Bl bt oast toar o'clocn I Moo the ot
st when the starthue and portentous cry of ¢ Fire 1
aroused near}y every one on board to a sense ot the penl
ous stuation of the boat and all on boards  The large
G es of ptched pune ol about Bty evids, ston ed
beaf the loilers and on the Loileradeek, had izuited, and
in the confse 01 4 few =econds. say two minutes, had cn-
veloped the cabin poition of the beat above tke boflers,—
The constetnation was general, and it was only by the
vauntion of those who escaped that their lives were pre-
served Many leaped isto the stream, and were swept
utider the boat, wrad down by the current, atmost Instan-
taucously Josung therr ves by this dreadiul casualty. and
their anxiety 1o preserve their Jives.  Others saved them-
selves by catchinyg thating fragments thrown from the
deek, with which they were buayed down the stream,
and, finally, to safety. Mr. Bass hadhoped tohave saved
Mrs, Hall and daughter, a beautitul gixl of ten years of
e, but Mrs. Hall returned to the cabin to assist another
lady, and the whole party, except Mr. Bass, wete lost, the
flames flashing upon every part of the boat, and adding
tervors to the scene, already awfully paintul from the sdc-
‘rifice of valuable lives.

It is supposed that there was not a living being in the
boat after the Japse of twe minutes from the alarm. though
many had jumped into the water, and some were clinging
to the rudder.  In this short space of time, human energy
was exerted 10 its ntmost, both by the ofilcers of the boat
and the engineers.  Captain Meaher and his brother, the
first mate, exerted themselves to the utmost to save the
lives of the passengers,  Mr. Benjamin Pearce, the pilot,
Moad at the wheel tll the vessel was run ashore on the
western bank of the river, which was about six hundred
yards wide at the scene of the catastrophe, vizz—about
four mifes above Bridgepoit, and two hundred and twenty
miles from Montgomery. The engincers with remarkable
presence of mind, attended to the boilers, and opened all
the valves in an instant, andithereby prevented the loss of
life that might have resulted from an explosion. 'The
promptitude of Mr. Pearce, who ran the boat ashore’
while she was about th. distance of four lengths off, is
higbly commended, as he was only enabled to rscape from
the wheel by leaping into the water througha sheet of fire.
When the boat struck, she ploughed into the shore about
four feet deep, and thus those on the bow were preserved.
For those on the rudder, who were cut off by the flames
from this means of eScape, there was still great danger.—
‘The flames were over their heads, and théy were driven
down to hold by the rudder till they could bgassisted.—
Amnng these was Capt. Shaw,who was ultimately saved
by a boat mamned by Captain Meaher and his brother,
whose noble conduct will long be remembered.  Capt. S.
just Lefore the fire broke ont, had retired to his state room
and had fallen to sleep.  He was awakened by an unusual
noise, and, in his night clothes only, succeeded in reaching
the rudder, "where he was fitially rescued by Captain M,
Many who jumnped into the river at the-first alarm, were
lost. Among these was Judge Lindsay, of Mobile, who'
was whitled under the boat by the current, and probably
crushed by its force.  Some of those who -floated down
upén coops, spare plank, and the Jike, -were found safe at
a distance of six or seven miles from the scene of the disas-
cr. :

‘The conduct of Abram, a slave of Judge Bridges, is said

abled to save nine persons, six of whom gave himm a purse
of about $150. Theothers were too destatute to offer inore
than their sincere thanks. :

‘The spread of the fire was exceedingly rapid. The

| chimneys fell in seven minutes from thetime of the alarm.

Inten minutes, notliing ivas left but the hull, then burning
as it became buoyant.  Asshe becarde highter, she floated
off into the stream carrying her bolers with her—she was

were fonnd by captains Meahezand Shaw, the next morn-~
ing, there was nothing left but her kelson, with the tim-
bers bumt half throtigh, The second mate Mr. Hugh
Haghes, was burned todeath in his berth.  Allthe erew

secdnd cook, and erght negroes were, lost.

ANOTHER ERUPTION OF MOUNT VESUVIUS.
From the Corres. of the London Athenxum.

Naples, Feb. 8, 185(.
Never surely did the elements of confusion and combus-
tion abound 1n any oiie place to such « degree as in Naples.
For two years past have we been. looking backwards and

now keep our seats, still we feel that we are on dangerous
ground and that at any moment.an explosion may takeé
place. At present, however, two rival destructive powers
of a veryKlifferent character have started up and are occu~
pying the uttention of all the inhabitants of this great city.

nessed for many years. No.ope:expected it; none' of. the
usual signs had preceded it,~so that our astonishritent and
adiration were thé greater. The mountain literally
roared with- the efforts:ivhich it made to disgorge itseify—

sta 3 and-at every discharge there was thrown up a: mass

fire, Tt i impossible to déscribe the beauty, of. tha-scene
for the night itself was pitch dark,—yet 86 brilliant wag
the light-from Vesuvius that every point was brought out
dnrelieffor miles vourd: - Castella "Mare, Sofrénto; aveni
over to Capri, were more distinctly visible than by day,—

BURNING OF THE STEAMBOAT ORLINE ST.

to have-been truly noble. By a small-canoe, he was el |

found to-have broken amidships, and when the remains |

except him, saved themselves.  The steward, stewardess, |

forwards with politicat convulsions; and though we can |

On'the evening of the 5th there burst forth an cruption of
1 Vesuvius so brilliant and-ttemeridous as has not been wit-

the noise being not unlik> that of the firing of 4 cannon at |’

of lava and of racks which by night showed'like ‘balla of

- ——— e I
whilst the sea loked like a mas of lupuid fire.  The ya
portolu guide who was on the mountam at the time, agg
which is row betore rue, 5 22 fullows .= o the widdyy |
of'the mountain towards Somma man stant a grotto Wwag
fornted full of stalacttes of st and puarme sulte | Wi
ahaut te gather some poition of it Whea the groltto began
taopen as it jer the infuevee of an carthqnake, and ag]
fod T imnd that ey elttes wan Larit upon 1oy bicke—
Had I not quickencd my spocd oy it would huve beey
saenficed, forin the sawe momcnt dete taued torth & cuy.
veutof lava forty palnu ai e i —whenen, as also trom
the eraters were thrown up t b~ ard hghtrings.  In tep
minutes the fava extended to the 1 of of Somma, torming
a mest wonderful and beautiul seene.™  Someof the cryse
talsof salt | huve seeq thus wosnmg—whitto n color, hightly
rhaded with green, aud extrensly doheate :sﬁl elegantin
form.

Boston, 19th,

This raorniniz at half past ceven o’cloek, Professor Wel.
ster was removed frows his prison eell in T.overett strect
gaol in abackney coach with tumate prisoners and a guarnd
of poltces  Aas be emeraed trom the prison limits he seem.
ed calm and confident and stepp-d from the cacriagelizhtly,
Before the apening of the Conrt the galleries were numer.,
owly tilled by Jadies and repreentativesof the press, and
precisely at 9 o'clock the Protsssor entered the Court and
stepped to the seat aliotted to bum.  Untaking his seat Pros
fessor W snuted as he salated several of his friends and to
some of whom he familiatly nedded and a stranger would
have taken him to be anordinary spectator.  He wore his
spectacles with ease and dignitied calmness and the hands

of fiends were occasionally shaken. The countenance of

passion and a nsible temperament.

serve in this inquiry.  The Clerk auswered 91,
the Jury were swort and the Clerk of the Court proceeded

retived,

Fletcher was too ill to aftend.
death like silence prevailed, which was first broken by
Justice Shaw.

tion, when four replied to the aflirmative, lsaving 87 on
the pannel,

PROSPECTUS OF «THE WATCHMAN.?

A
RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL,

PUBLISHED WEKLY IN THE CITY OF TORONTO:

This Journal will vindicate the great principles of Pro-
testantism;  but especially that form of Protestantism
termed dissent st non-conformify.  The cqual ervil rights
of the several sections of the Chnstran Chureh), the support

troduction of lay agency intoalt the Councils of the Church,
are some of the positions which will be advecated in the
Watchman, Error and sin, wherever existent, er however
high the carthly aythority by whiehs they may be sane~
tioned, will be fearfessly exposed ; Lut party potities wil)
never be admitted in the columns ot the above Joyrnal.

The Watchman will not be the eflicial crgan of any
religious community ; yet the undersigned will focl great
pleasure 1n mserting bricf notices €if furnished) of the
progress of evangelical denominations. Especially is it

will consider this Jonrnal their mediume of acquainiing the
public with their operations and progress. R

Great care will be taken to rendes #ie Y¥uichman not
only unobjectionable, but interesting and instructive os o
family newspaper. Jtis intended that this periodical shiall
toaintain a position equally distant from the airy region of
romance and the spiritless monotony of an' uninteresting
compilation. The following plan of Deperiments nas,aftes
much consideration, been adopted.

1. Tur MisCELLAN—containing oniginaf and selected
articles—religious, moral, literary, scientifie, %¢.

2. Tuz Faminy Cirevg—in which the duties, respon-
sibilities, advantages, &ec., &e., of this moat anglent com-
pact will be discussed. ’

3. Tux Geograruic aNp Historzc—wiigh will. fmy~
nish notices of the position, history, habits and customs,
&e., of the various nations of the earth.

4, Tie Parss aANp GENERAL Review.~Iere the

affecting the interests of the Church and the world;. will:he-
inserted ; also occasional reviews of late works.

5. EccLEstasTICAL=—0r 2n index of the jeogress or
decline of evangelical Christianity in the.world.

6. ‘Tur WatcuMav or principal editorial depastment—
containiug a faithful testimony for the truth, a solean pro-
test against the prevailing errors in the doctrines, pzastice,
polity, &e., of, professedly Christiyn -Churches; also. a:
review of news,

7. GENERAL INTELLIGENCE——containing Proviacial,.
American, ‘British and Forcign news.  Special atteation
will be paid to the proceedings of the ‘Canadian pastia-
nient.

8. ‘I'ne AcrrcurLTuraLdepartinent will contain genemab
‘Selections, notices of the latést-impros ements, &e., in thix
most important branch of Canadian industry.

By engaging in this énterprise, the: undersigned places:
Wimself under- heavy ‘responsibilitics—aoral, literary and
financial j «pd fie 35 fully awaré that without divine-aséist-
ance and the Hearty co-operation of brethren-in'Chrigt and.
personal-ftiends;. those’ mponsibi!itieélx‘wiu :be~extrérmely
butdendome. '

ping, by and for theundersigned.. . -

the prisoner indicates 1o the physiognomist stroug animal §
His eheek bones are §
high and his mouth betinys areatresolution. A breathless B
silence prevailed, broken only by the associate judge en- §
quiring what number of Jurors had been summoned- o §
When

1o read to the prisoner who stood up in the doek and Iisten~ §
ed with marked attention.  Shaw and the associate Judges J

For a few moments k
He ordered the Clerk to 1cad the list of |

jurors summoned there, wherenpon he rose and enquired'if |
any of the jurors b ad any excuse to make as to their deten- [

of the Gospel Ministry by voluntary contributions, the jn- |8

expected tiat in the absence of a connexional organ, the §
Canadian Wesleyan Mothodist New Connexion Chuych,

sentiments of the leading periodicals on the great topice |

The:-Watchman will bé published-every-Monday: even



