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t Goutribmtors aud Gorvespondents
THANKSGIVING QULLEQTION.

Mu. Eprror,—A oiroulsr frora Rev. Dr.
Cochrans, Convener of the Home BMission
E Committes, and bearing date September 1,
R has been addresied to ali the ministers of
Ontario and Qnobee, arkiug for the offeriays
} of Thanksgiviug Day for the Home Mission
Fand,

The proporal §8 an adwmirable oume. A
special thankegiving is what the day de.
mande, The thank-offering is in some
cnsos added to the Poor I'und of the con-
gregation, a disposition of it with whioh it
is not possible to find muoch faull. Butin
most congregations the Communion col-
leotions suffios for this fund, The varieus
misgion fonds are alwaysin need. Con-
tribulions to thom never como amiss, and
surely nothing conld be more aj propriate
than that we should show our gratitude for
{ho blersings of civil and religious liberty,
of peace,and of immunity from the ravages
of postilence, which wo continue o enioy,

et trsasepug eiejporiaepop ————— e e T A i W R Y

For the Pr2sbuteriand
THE LARK IN SQOTLAND,

ctawan, nll canrylug pasisngers as well as
feelght, There 1 s daily stage frong Rose
ssan to Parry Sound in sammer, nud a trl-
weckly etage from Braconrddge to Puny
Sovnd in winter.  The distuuee from Pany
Sound to Remsenn w iweuly-fotir putics,
trows Pany Sotsd to Braebridyo flity tno
wiler, axd from Parry Soand to Geaven-
buest, the precent teeminus of the Northern
Rmlway, s sisty-fonr miler, Dut let as
now proceed to note what Is hu the place.
Therv 18 what is rave in n villige of {he
SBMO BIZR, & pesding rovm, which farnishes
to the publio exosllent reading muttor, Lot
us give a sumple of it Tirst—Periodionls ¢
The Edinburgh Ieview, The British Quar-
terly, Biackwood's Magazine, Lidour.
Hour, Sunday Mugazme, Harper s Magu-
zine, The Smentizie Ameoricon. 8econd—
0id Country newspapers : London Times,

their prestigo in the village as & reaciive
and difinsive influrnos on ths ontlyhuy
fiold ; and also ag a scnlry of avticn in the i
saperintendsnoe of snesion work, coouricn- | ; -
ally visitlog tho stulioneg, to coum,.unanou, to b o thie B A Prssyec o the smelosed
enoonrage, nad tc sfrongihon them j o ox mrrr-«.ucndc{ o it the miaisters wad eld-
changing with tho loeal preuchiers, te ot- t{” V'thm,""‘ Wbmmd“ of the «ynod mw.y
tond to buptiem, to tho dispensation of thv‘ cuow whint netion has beon tulen fu the
ordinanee of the Lord's Sapper, and other ;'f'w:“;mtmmbd fo1ae, and the eenlt, I
neosseary thinge,  Agaic, pur paop's have | mﬂ(‘;;:l Mc.,D s b ]‘.‘,fo Lu)x -
expericteel that, fiova the want of 1cgulat | tlh'r Ho::jv?zblf”;;llz:. t"‘;ﬁ ,'“t" b 1877,
service, the nffendanas broomes low togu | 1T »‘«\t ﬂ\n‘w:v:: " o:,]af" Svned
ser; that from the uneciininty of eoros uB i of Lanniron and L ,_.i\.,p‘ xz’;,:h e Sﬁ(]é
to whion «f phoviad be, the sttundauce be- | 4t Weodatook Ont,, on tho 10th an® 11h

cumes ay nneertsin that fom atboudivg | day<of Apriltae, —T, u= moderator, w 43 £p-
. other hodies poople besome low aituched lo ponted to bring under vour notiee w8 Pro.
the Presbyw i cause, and that thorel ze

The Repatration Act.

Fditor MmtTred A%y soad bRy su¥ ik AN
M. Epiror,— Wil yon ohlige by smbi-shs

BY BEY PAVIRD MITUHIELEL, TORONTO

Tus luxk hias ¢orae tow junds repote,
Wheae 1t hud gopo 1o roans

'Mid gonial olimus o'y fragnant felds,—
Too distant from miy hom o,

Whilo far awey on wing intont
Torhun the wmter's hwst

And Borsa’s blasts aud drivicg sleet,
Mothiought my friend wa 8 lost

But now that sutomor ohoors our hoarts,
Aud warm- tho sullon grona.l,

Az walking o'er tho fic)dg ot noon
Tho lark sgain I found.

He sat upon his now mado nest
Below the stubblo loid;

Ho watohed the giiding 1ieeoy slouda
Boneatn their ploasout ahia lo.

ey of the Ontario Goverament what was
foit by the 8ynod to be a griovance, and ro
servico waorniug and vveemg overy Sabba b | ppeciinils o arge the modifieaticn of the

'
i
iz necersary to tho succers and prosperit Haw orroplained of
prosperity | a7 f .
of out mission work in thn Parry S mnd‘ The Aot reforrcd to is the ono passed in
|

The sun then shone with brillnt li,ut
On $roos, on flowers, snd mead §

Tae laxk axose with stoady wing—
His Maker's prajse to lead,

Hosgoored on high $111 ke & spook.
1t lockod agalust tho sy,

And thore hie atood with hovering trend—
His wings nad cenred to oy

Seutsman, Scottish Keview, The Graphic, | Disiriot. There can be no doubb g4 to the ilﬁﬂfgt" provide f‘fi“ dfhnhl'(egiatmtlon of
Public Opinion, Punch. Third—Nows- : ™ rihe, ma  ged mod deathe.

1‘ ' ; roundusss of the posiions thues sot forth by Tue grievance is that elause VIIXL re-
papors of Canada : Tho Daily Globe, Darly | onr people w Parry Somud. These indioate | quires nuy minister or othor person bury-
Mazl, BriTisR AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN, jug, or performing snv funoral sexvios ete.,
Grip, snd similax papers from tie Siates, | to make o voturn unloss he haa the ocertifi.
Thus reading rvom is in conucctisa with & | ento of the Reustrar that tho death kas al-

the proper polioy to be pursuel iu ths work

1 heard his 80ag v poaring 1o 7o - ; of evangelization, not Ly soatterod or dife

and for the abundant barvest whioh has
been gatherod in, by making & special con.
fribution for the spread of the Gospel at
home aud abroad.

But while the Oonvener of the Home
Mission Committee is to be commended for
his prompiness in being the first in the field
for this spoecial eollestion, would it not be
more generally satisfactory if congregations
were to divide their offering among the
three miselon schemes—ithe Home, the
Foreign, and the Frenoch Evangelization ?
There is no reason why this should not be
done. It wovld not lessen, but inorease the
sggregate of the eontributions, It wounld
sppoesl more fally to the sympathies of the

| people. There would be no fear $hat, in
this case, the widening of the channel would
{ond {o make the stream shallower. Be.
sides, no ground exists why the Home Mis-
sion Fand shonld receive the thank.offering
of the Churoh to the exolasion of the ofher
mission schemes. The Convener would
have no resson to oomplain if all three
fauds were remembered.

Lnet yoar, as some of your readers may
recollsot, the Frenoh Evangelization Board
wads s reguest, though at the eleventh
hour—or to be more exact, a little later, as
it wan made after the day was past—that
the oolleotions of Thanksgiviug Day might
be sent fo them, when not previously other-
wise designated. That that Board have not
made a similar request this year, I would

suppose, as one having no donneotion with
the Board, to be owing to the circular from
the H, M. Committes, It will not be con-.
sidered meddlesome for an outsider, aud
ually interested in the suceess of all thrae
schiemes, to suggest to ministers and office-
bearers that, in complying with Dr. Coch-
rane's request, the Foreign Mission and the
Frenoh Evangelization Schemes be not for-
| gotten. X,
| Toronto, Oct. 18, 1877.

PRAYER NEXT SABBATH FOR
OHINA.

Mz, Eprror,—Would you kindly allow
me a few lines to oall the attention of onr
ministers and your readers generally to a

| request for prayer for China, to which you
adverted in your Iast iseue.

In May last one hundred and twenty
Protestant missionaries, representing al-
most every denomination in Europe and
Amerios, met in Shanghai for conference.
Papers of grest value, both to the mission.
srieg themselves and to all friends of mis-
dons, were read, and plans were matured
for futare work. An appeal for more men
snd women for Ohina was issued te ¢ the
vwrioug miesion boards, Colleges, and
Churches of the world,” and the firat Sab-
bath of Ootober was appointed as a day of
special prayer for the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit upon the millions of that vast
tmpire.

The missionnries there ask Christians
thronghout the world to remember them
sud the heathen ef China on that day.
Their requéat should surely not be forgotten
in our Oansdian pulpits and Sabbath

Schools and homes. Qar Mission to China,
Yerhaps the youngest, has been one of the
moat ancoessful, Our brethren thers will
highly estesm our remembrance pf them.
Ohina, as & sommittes of the Confezence
M Bhangbai reminde $he Christian world,
I the 1argest heathen sountry on the globe,
baving & more extensive territory than the
Yhole continent of Burope, with a popula.
on of 400,000,000 ; it In exseedingly rich

in agrienliural and mineral resources ; the
nese are intelleotually vigorous, and are
quslly able in diplomaay and meroantile
with the ablest of other nations;
are the mm“ %’"ﬁ of the ‘Jis“iut,
s uf supersiition ;
W?‘h her only hope; and, as the
gaoqd uo?‘- there proves, she o
Soven
o Doy b

Winber of astive O
9ased from. tAree S0 18,000, Yours truly,
, R. Dovaras Faasen.

Torimio, Ost: 1, 1879.

It seomed to fill tho air,
It showored on flelds & melody
8o sweet—both full and raco.

A still gmall voics tn whispers saxd,
Be humble like tho lark,

Content to dwell in lowly ecot,
And olothod with raiment dark.

Thou'lt soar aloft {1 thought to Neav en,
And sing in sweotest lays,

The Baviour’s loving grace aud truth,
And hymn thy Fathor's praise.

MISSION WURK IN PARRY SOUND
DISTRICT.

"The following report was presented to the
Preshytery of Owen Sound by one of {ts
members who reccntly visited tho distriot.

Of the twenty-six townships which com-
poso the Parry Sound Distriot, there are
thirtoen more or less seitled, sand stand
in need of the Gospel. Mout of these we
have not as yet visifed with the messago
of peace; and the few whioh we have vis-
ited have been visited but partially, and to
little effect. The Knox Oolloge Missionary
Socioty has for yoars sent, during the sum.
mer menths, a student to the Towuships of
Humphrey, Monteith, and Christie ; but
the missionaries undor our auspices have
not gone so fur into the interior. Two
years ago, it is true, studeunts visited and
held services at Manstawaba Dam and
MoKellar Falls in the Township of Me-
Koellar, and also at Dunchuroh and Keleey's
in the Townehip of Hagarman; bul our
principal atatione are Foloy Station, Carling
(Blair's) Station, and Parry Sound viliage.

Foley Biatlon is six miles distant from
Parry Sound village. There are seventeen
families in connection with it, two of which
osoasionally worship at Parry Sound vil
lage, and contribute to the support of ordi-
nances there; but the others oannof on
account of distanoe avail themselves of this
privilege. The people are far scattered
from each other; they are poor in eirenm-
stances, and have small families not able
to help them in a struggle for life. Have
they not therefore a claim, & strong claim,
on our Ohristian sympathy and liberality ¢
Do we hear their ery * Come over and help
us?"”

Ourling (Blair's) Station is about eleven
miles distant from Parry Sound village.
There are five familles in connection
with i, of which three oonmist of
nearly forty members; there are & great
number of young people in the neighbour-
hood who always attend serviee in eonnee-
fion with the Presbyterian cause. They
Liave no othier than ¢ Presbylerian preach-
ing,” but they oocasionally meel by them.
selves to read & sermon and epgage in de-
votional exercises, They have kept up a
Sabbath school both snmmer and winter
for yoars; the average attendance of schol
ars is about thirly ; there are five teachers;
there is & small library., There is & strong
desire for inoreased services. The five
families, in the meantime, raise forly
dollars for the support of crdinances, and
will endeavor to raise more, if possible,
from adherents and attendants. This isan
exoellent statlon, sontaining the gorms and
giving $he promiso of & good congregation.

Party Sound village is made up of two
paris—Parry Sonud and Parry Harbour
In the one there are 600, and in the other
400 iphabitants—in both together 1,000 in-
habitants. The pecple here are, in many
respects, highly favored with advaniages.
They have & daily mall in summer and one
three times a week in winter; they bave
telegraph in connection with the post office,
and it may alio be stated that the Parry
Sound post offics is the dlsirlbuting office
for the Northern offiees, inoluding the
Manitonlin Islands, They have also ample
and convenisnt means of iravslling. Dar-
ing this sunmer these are five steamers
that Linve ealled as Parry Bound and Parry
Harbour, vis. : the Silver Spray, Seymowr,

Wanduno, Northern Belle, and the Magan-

Iitexary soonty, which meets during the
winter months for mutual improvement
and entortaibment. Thers are wo schools,
ono in Parry Sound and one in Parry Har-
bour. Thore are three churches in the
place—an Ioglish, a Methodist, and a
Iresbytoriau, The English and Mathodist
Churches have service morning and even
ing evory Sabbath; but he Presbyterian
Churoh bas servico only in the inorning.
Our onuge there forms o nuoleus of &
strong congregation. The membership is as
yet not large, but the general atfondance is
good and the puople well dignosed fowards
it. At present thero is no communion rol,
and the membership is therefore net exactly
known ; but there are, speaking fn round
numbers, about sixty-five membors belong-
ing to the three statious referred tc in the
above statement, of which the greater num-
ber belong to Parry Sound station. The
lending men in thie station are men who
have sat under our best ministers, who
bave {aken an aotive intorest in the ecole-

sinstionl affuirs of our Chureh, and who are

well qualified fo play an selive pari in the
promotion of our cauee in Parry Sound.
Chiefly owing to them a nise commodious
ohnroh hae been erected ow a lot, the gift
of William Beatiy, Esq., and another lot
adjacert to it has been purohased for the
erection of a manee. Thelr present liability
is $212,04, but the half of that sum is ex.
pected to be wiped off in a fow weeks, In
oonneotion with this station there are a
babbath sohool and Bible olass, the average
attendance of scholars is about sixty; there
are seven teachers, and a library of 250
volumes. The sum of $226 is contributed
by the three stations for the support of the
ordained missionary now labouring among
thems. He began his work among them on
the first Sahbath of June, with the promise
of a salary of §700, subject to the approval
of the Home Mission Committee, It is in
the meanwhile arranged that he preach
two Sabbaths in Parry Sound village on
the forenvon ; in Foley and Blair's settle.
ment respectively in the afternoon ; and to
preach at the uplying stations every third
Sabbath, and to visit the people in said
stations duriog the week, This is, how.
ever, regarded s & mere temporary ar.
rangement uniil some beiter one can be
effeoted for the suscass and prosperity of
the mission work in that neighbourhood.
There ig, on the part of the people in Parry
Sound, & sirong desire that they shonmld
have a morning and evening eervice, not
simply as a privilege to thomeelves, but as
a ocondition neoessary to the success and
prosperily of mission work in the whole
distriet. They, in the first place, regard
their thus having service as necessary to
the aucoess of their own oause in the village.
There are, as hias already been atated, two
other bodies who have morning and even.
ing sorvics every Sabbath; and our people
therofore feel that they are not on equal
terme with aaid bodies o sncoaed and pros.
per. From ihe lack of sueh servise, they
know {hat they have lost grouud with the
public; and from the sapply of suoh ser.
vice, they feel assured that they will gain
ground with the publio. Ifit is granted to
them they promise to pay $825, with o
gradual rise, for the support of ordinanees
among thom, and expest in & faw years to
be a self-sustaining congregation. They,
in the second place, regard their thus bay-
ing service as necessary to the sucoess and
prosperity of mission work in the whole
Qistriot. It is obeerved by our peaple that
the bodien in the villagn who beve service
morning and evening every Sabbath are
getling on better, are gaining a fivoeer hold
of the popular ear, and resting on a surer
footing in the eonfidenes of the publle as o
the supply of service. 1i is further obsery-
¢d by our people, that mission work under
sald bodles in the village suceesds and
prospers betber in the yural disieiety from

fused bas by ocuvucwntrated action, Aa s

Church wo have lost much by scattered or

diffused aotion in the Parry 8~und Distriet.
iOnr stndents have sucosssfully ocoupied
y some parta of the ficld, bat 85 soon as they
. left; other bodios oswe in to reap the fruit
| of their labours; thus, the labours of our
i students formed fo ofliors the nuolens of &
| 8ood eause, or the rkelotons of guod ocon
gregations. As a Church, wo could ‘by a
proper system of mission work effvol much
| in the Parry Sound Diatrict. Thero are,
1aocording to tho oensus, more than one
1

balf of the people Presbyterians. There is

always a large attendnnce whenever there

is #* Presbyterian proaching ;" many of the
, people belong to no body, but are inclined
; to attend the Presbylerian body. In view
! of suoh faeks, it would be woll for the sno.

coss and prosperity of onr canse in the
; Parry Sound Distriot,
; 1. That sorvice morning aund evening
1 every Sabbath be, s soon as practioable,
| granted to Parry Soand village.
t 2. That the Home Mission Committee
empower the Presbytery of Owen Soundtfo
offex (or they themeelves do s0) to some
ono of our ministers, onpable of the work, a
good salary to go to Parry Sound, there to
labour in the work of the minisiry, and
also to superintend the whole mission work
in the Parry Sound Diatriat,

8. That students and oatechiste ba sent
out to work under him in that field.

e e—

Acts and Proceedings of the Late Gen-
eral Assembly.

Editor BRITISH AMERIUAN PRESBYTERIAN,

. Dgar Sir,—Of all men deserving pity
there is none more go than a ohronic
grumbler, and ** Bigma “"—one of your cor-
respondents in last week's papor—is surely
one of them. He grumbles beoause only
one man from the Provinee of Nova Sootia
was on the Assembly's Committos of Biils
and Overtures, Answer—(1j) Our Agsembly

does vot, in striking committees, recognize
Provinces, but Presbyteries and Synode.
(2) The statement is moorreot that there
was only one from Nova Scotia. Al the
Presbytery Clerks who were members of the
Assembly were members of the Commuftee
referred to.

# Sigma ” grombles fhat ¢ perhaps be.
cause of " the composition of the Comuit-
teo of Bills and Overtures, only five Mari.
time Province men are on the French
Evangelization Boavd.  Answer— (1)
“ Sigma ” seems to kuow nothing about
the work of the Committes on Bills, elee
he would know that that Committea does
not appoint the French Board at all, That
and all other Boards are appointed by the
Aggembly itself, on recommendation of &
special Committee, viz,, tho Coumittee to
strike Standing Commitiees. (2) The Synod
of the Marititne Provincss has as large a
representation on the Frenoh Board as the
Synods of Toronto aud Kingston, Loundon,
and Hamilton, and Mamtoba,~as large a
representation as auy Synod outside the
one in whioh the Executive of the Board
rosides.

¢ Sigma * grumbles because ou$ of five
eastern men oun one of the Boards, only
one is & native of the Maritime Provinces,
the other four having ** come irem the west
notlong ago.” Answer—(1) The statement
is not trne.  (2) Are uot those who came
from the west “ eligible for appointment
equally with the ¢blue nosesg ' ¢ Sigma "
thinks not, doubtless anxions that a west.
ern men settled iu the Maritime Provinoes
should be ostracised. Instead of ¢ No Irish
need apply,” the law has gone forth that
no minister * who oame from the west not
long ago™ need apply for a position on any
committes, but only those edueated in the
Maritime Provinees.” By the way, did Dr.
Burus or Dr. Waters or Mr, G M. Grant—
the men who do a very large share of the
Churoh's work—receive their ¢ adueation in
the Maritime Pravinces?”

Other atatements in “ Sigma's” letier
are equally ineorreot. For sxample, he
states that the highest salary this year is
that paid to Mr, Blaok by Erskine Chureb,
Montreal, vix,, $4, My, Biaok’s salary
is not $4,%00, but oply $8,000, * Sigma”

bad bstter a little before he again
appears in‘;;gﬁ:'d&tm, oo,
ANt GauMsLER,
Toronio, Oct. 1, 1877,

rendy beon duli 5 gistored: while clanse
X VII, reqnires this to bo done undor a peu-
alty not exceeding $20 and costn,

The overture which brought this mattor
nnder uotioe of the Syned and which was
adopted, ihus ais forth the grievance.
* Thege enactments intorfora with religious
liberty, in as much as they prohibit under
poralty the performance of a purel
retigious egervico in  connection  wit
tho burisl of the dead by any ministor un-
less eaid minintey ghe!! bove firet porform-
od s certain aot of civil gervies.”

The modifioation of the aot respeotfully
eought by the Synod ig, the removal of the

onalties enacted 11 ooge of burial having

eon porformed withont certific-te of Regis-
tration hrving been firat obtained or re-
turns being afterwards made.

The Synod are aware of the iwmportance
of having the returns on vital etatiotios full
and roliable, and aro willing to aid in effect.
ing this if it oan be done without comprom-
iso to their religious liberty, but so steongly
are they convinced of the unjustifiable
character of the requirement which pre.
vents the performanoce of a purely spiritual
aot excopt by permission of the civil power,
thet many expressed thomsalves as de-
termined $o resist it at all hazards.

Having thus l2id the matter boforo you
as appointed, I have only to add that if
any further ropresentation is desired, I am

repaced to wait upon yon at your conven-

once personally, or to roceive any written
commnunication you may seeo fit to favour
me with. I have the honor to ba, dear sir,

your obedient gorvant,
Jouxn Larre, Moderator of Synod.

The Manse, Dundas, Avg, 28th, 1877,
Rev. John Laing, Moderator of Synod, the

Manse, Dundas.

My DEar Str,—I have your letter of the
28th complaining of the 8th and 17th see-
tions of the Aot of 1875, for the Registra-
tion of births, deaths and marriages. I
hope thnt no serious grievance i thought
to be involved in these enactments, as you
inform mo that ** the Synod is aware of the
importance of having the returns of vilal
statietios fall aud reliable, and are willing
to aid in effecting this,” The difficulty of
obtainiug such returns even as the staiute
now stands is very great, and I know of
vo substitute for the clauses to which yon
refor that wonld supply their place. I
hope the Synod will not think it necessary
to move in the matter until some altern-
ative, equally eficient and practicable for the
important object in view, can be contrived.
Yours traly, 0. Mowar,

Toronto, Sept. 8th, 1877.

Preshytery of London.

The regular quarterly meeting of ihe
TLondon Presbytery was held in the Looture
Room of the TFirst Presbyterian Churoh, on
the 25th ult., the Rev. Neil MeKinnon,
Moderator. A large number of minisiers
and elders present. The Home Mission
Roport was the firat business taken up.
Oonsiderable discussion about re-adjusting
the present arrangements existing between
several congregations and mission stations
took place. It was agreed to refer the
matter haok to the English Settlement and
Proof Line for their further consideration,
and that a depuiation be appointed to visit
them in sonneetion with the mattor. Mr.,
Baikie's yesignation of the pastoral charge of
Port Stanley was accepted, and a Commit.
{ee appointed to draft & minute expressive
of the Presbybery's esteem for him, and
their sympathy with him in hie long-son-
{inned illness. A oall from Delawars to
Mr. Peter (. Goldie was presented and sus.
tained. The following young men were
examined and oerlified as studenisto Knox
College: John Urquhart, Andrew Henger-
son, Wiz, MeKay, and Angus MeKay.

Mr. SpuraxoN has returned to his work
in London from his txip in Sootland, but
his health is not much improved.

A puct regulating tho precedure to be
obsorved by the Conelave of Oardinals or
the death of the Pope has been sompleted
at the Vatioan. It empowers the Oardinal
Oawerlengo to either summon the gonclave
immediataly, or await the arrival of foreign
osrdinale,

AcoorpiNg to the Olinese Recorder there
are iz missiouary scoisties operating in
Peking, whioh was first ocoupled as a mis-
sionary atation by the London Soeisty iz
1861, The other gocioties now represented
thers are the Churek Missionary,
Amerioan Presbyieriar, the English Press
byterisn, the American Board, and the
Ameriesn Mothodiet societiss. The Loae
ggg.hu the largest numier of membere—




