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spirit. He will no longer remain amid 'Lhe‘ contains the essence of 2ll those woids of
misery and degradation of the land of lowly confession wlich, in gll ages, the
famine, He will make the attempt to|Holy Spirit puts into the sbouth of
avoid the near ruin now before Lim. ’ e | God's chfldlen ghen leading them back to
will do something rather than perish. Al | Him.

ection aud despondency vanish as he,  Cortesponding to the singlé word of con-
ggnds up, and, \lviLh a (iecisive resoly e,’ fession, tllxele isiut one agzmvation Jf hig
which calls for instant action, says—-“I:sm mentioned. He says, “Father, I have
will anise and go to my father.” | sinned against heaven and before thee,” Thé

His repeutance presses on to its cunsum- , seeming separation here,between heaven diid
mativn in this reslution to relurn, conjuined | the father, sustains the figure in the parable.
with the further ;esollution to confess his { ]?ut, essentially, thisf\{)ml‘d is the sare as
sin.  He says—*I will arise and goto my | the psaimist’s ery of believing penitence,
father, and will say to him: Fath;‘, Iha\i +¢ Aguinst thee, thee only, have I sinned.”
sinned against heaven and Lefore thee, For, the special aggravation of sin, the
and am o more worthy to be called thy , essence of its ;naho'mty coxxs;tsd in thli,
son.” that it is an offence against God, an at-

It is almost impossible to express the, tempted injury and dishonour done to
heart-breaking fulness ofthissingle word of ; Him. Sin may have other aggravstions,
confession— “Father, I have sinved.” It may involve grievous wrong to many;
This is thesinner’s beart ery in returning to , it may bring misegry and want to thesinner
God; bis cry to the heart of the all-merciful | himself, and grief and shiame toall;con-
Father. It springs from the very depths of | nected with him. He may have bitter
carnestness, with no abatement of reserve or | sorrow at the sight of its wretclied con-
apology :—like that prayer of the publican | Seuences, and. profound dread 'a{:, the
in t]iuz htem}ill:; wﬁhen1 he]stood 1::ﬁu ullti: ami . thougll: ?,f l;nsb own ex%o-sture lto t:ie {luigi
with thou xed only on himself and , mentof God because of it, and yét, its rea
God, smotgu upun his br e)abt saying, « God : malignity as an offence against the blessed
be merciful to me TuE sinful one.” 'l‘lus‘ Goud is a consideration, which, if thought
son makes no exeuse, in words, for lis sin. | of at all, lies verylightly on his conscience.
He does not bring forward anything tv ex-, But there is ueither true conviction of sin
tenuate his guilt. e does not plead hxs y nor yet true repentance, where this con-
youth and inexperience, or strong tempta- " sideration does not stand out above and
tionor the perverting influence of bad com- | Lefore ever y other. And thus when, by
panions, or the evxl effect of outward cir- | the operation of the Holy Spirit, any sm—f
cumstapces. Neither does he, in thought, ner is convinced of sin, hls heart’s ery ol
excuse  himself.  Without reserve }01  penitence in turning to God shall be like
apology his Leart, sends forth the e y of , this, “ Father, I havesioned against heaven
confession,—¢ Father, T huvesinued.” Aund , and before thee.” Then shall the contrite
. that single word, so uttered, is enough for | Leart be able to appropriate the words of
Him who searches the heart. The contrite  the psalmist, “ Against Thee, Thee only
heart, breaking under asense of innumerable | have I sinned, and done this evil in Thy
past sins and follies, endures not to wait to | sight.” This is the language of that godly
?rr:;{ thehm all in oxder, but must relieve | sorrow WIi'iGh x‘v?rketh repel;tang? nntoh sal-
tself with the piercing cry, Father, Ihave | vation. as! for vou, reader, if you have
sinned. That wgrd, uttiredy unconditionally, | not yet learned this by heart; for then, you



