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WHIAT T.HEY AitE DOING AT THE CROWSTAND.

The iRev. G. A. Laird wvrites as follows on thie 26th of October.
ln the inatter of the support of children spoken of by hlm, corres-
pondence-, bas been opened withi the Indian Department to secure
support for such a number of treaty children as is attending the
ýsehool. Provision has been made by the Foreign Mission Commiit-
tee for the support of non-treaty children.

" For soine time I have been unable to write many letters owing
to other engagements, but riow that Mr~. Wright is with nie 1 shall
be able to make up for Içst tinie. Mlr. Wright arrived a littie mnore
than a week ago, and bas been busily engaged wvith haàminer and saw
inakingr necessary improvemnents, wvith several of the boys under
hlim taking their first lessons in carpentry. For a time at least he
will be uccupied in this way, besides relievîng me at stated intervals
of the charge of the boys.

0f late we have been making many improvements in the man-
agement of the sehool, sonie of which it would have been difficuit
to carry out before the opening of the stone building.

One thing I consider a great step in advance, i.e., securing regu-
Iarity of attendance, or controIling the who]e time of eacb sehiolar.
We are gradually getting, the [ndians educated up to this point.
They see that we are noteask-ing too inuch wvhen in return for food,
clothing and training, we demiand the whole time of the child. 0f
late, sinice this rule has been enforced, thr-y have seldorn coule wvant-
ingy to take their chilciren home " for a tèw days." However, soie-
tinies the larger boys get restless and take upon theinsý.elves to go
away, especially on Saturdays, ivithout liberty, and we are bending
bomne of our energies at present towards correcting this fault. We
hope, pa; tly by judicious infliction of penalties, and part-ly by mak-
ing IFriday evening and Saturdays particularly attractive, that ail
restlessness and truancy will be got over. There are about 60
children in attendance at present, and I think I amn within the
mark when I say they q.re doing as well as could reasonably be ex-
pected. At least wve ail feel encouragred. The seholars, in hynn
singinig for instance, can sing a nuinber of the hynins in three, parts,
correctly a.nd sweetly. They have Iearnt among others the followv-
ing portions of Seripture: The 23rd, 32nd, 95th and lOOth Psalms,
14th Chapter of St. John's Gospel, Parable of the Prodigal Son,
and at present are coinmitting to meinory the svory of the Nativity
as given in St. Matthew. The larger scholars takze up the regular
series of lessons in the Sabbath School. On Friday eveuings they
read, recite, sing and play in presence of the assembled school, the,
teachers and one or two friends. We have had two meetings of
this kind. I think they wvill serve several useful ends.

The children have been comlparatively free fromn sickness during


