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beauty and force by one who cannot analyze a coniplex seiitente, or to
solve the -higher problems of niathcmatics by one who lias not miastered
the elernentary processes of Algebra and Gcomectry, is as absurd as it is
futile, and as futile as it is prcsumptuous. Suich a student is every day
in the fog. He cannoe sec hisway. J-e cannot understand the dis-
cussion in class, and consequently lie cannot assinijiate the knowledge
sought to be imparted. The resuit is, lie not, only lacks the lileastire
born of intellectual insiglit, but loses interest iii study, and, discourag-
cd by conscious failuire, lie is apt to drift into indolence and nmental mner-
tia. Any persoîî thus unprepared, who by an)' means wlîatsoever, wvorks
lus way into college to take the full course, inakes, in Inost cases, a ser-
ious mistake, w~hile the college that adits lin injures the student, and
compromises its own record. A standard or syllabus of niatriculation ini
a college is supposed, except in the case of special students, to bc the
test of adnmission to ifs ranks. Tlîat test to be just and efficient should
be, for any particular college, uniforni and wvitlîout anîy sliding scale of
requirenient. WVhen the study of Latin from two to four years is re-
quired by most colleges for niatriculation, the admission of students wvho
have littie or no Latin to the Latin Course of the Freshmanyear is open
to scrious question. Whlo ivill pretend that a student, lîowever clever,
can translate and construe the Odes of Hlorace, wvlile ignorant of Latin
fornîs and rules ? The lamnent of graduiates wlîo entered college unpre-
pared and w~ho in consequence came out weak justifies some eniphasis
upon the scope and thorouglîness of tlîe Jreparatory course.
E xperience we believe has slîown that the student w'lo hoped after
entrance to college to complete lus i nmiastered matriculation studies
lias not been able satisfactorily so to do and at the saine timie to carry
on lus necessarily difficuit college work. If, as before intinîated, it is
beyond lus power satisfactorily to carry bis regular college stimdies, it is
surely u;îreasoiîable to expect hini to conîpass additioiîal matriculation
uvork. Moreover, the student wvlo finds it necessary to hurry into college
requires bis vacation to earn needed funds and will be likely to do so
radier than study up back work; hience thie desirability, on tlîe part of
the autiiorities, of avoiding any course in relation to hini that nîay pro-
niote bis failure. If pressure of circunistances necessitates absence
from class work during any part of a student's career, lie cani afford such
indulgence during bis college, ratlier than during his preparatory
course. The existence of so many well cquipped County Acadeniies and.
public Higli Schools, in addition to our own efficient Collegiate Aca-
demy, affords less excuse to our students for inadequate prepara-
tory training thari when the public Acadenuies were so few. To admit


