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jmportance of employing at least one travelling Agent for the
Province of Canada. In Great Britain and Ireland, there are
many itinerant Temperance lecturers; and in the United States
we tind that many state societies have trau‘yllulg Agents of great
respectability, who are continually in the h.vld.' hnlﬂlng meetings,
forining new societies, strengthing old ones, distributing «fncumeuts,
and recciving subscriptions for Teln}furullt}e papers, W !\y should
our great and growing country l}e in th\u. respect behind every
other where the English lauguage is spoken?

8. Tue CanaADA TEMPERANCE f},nvuc;\rz.-—’l‘lze Cm.nmittee
have coutinued to publish this pt‘l"lodlf‘t:ll under a deep a.nd increas-
fng conviction of its great usctulness in promoting the interests of
the Temperance Reformation.  The average clrcul:.lfluu 0"fhc
Advocate in the year ending March 1840, was about 3000. The
average circulation during the vear now ending bas been about
5500 copies monthly, showing au unprecedented ‘:md um;\t PRCOUr-
sging increase. Of this nuinber about 1200 copies are, in accord-
ance”with a vote of the Committee, sent nmuth‘ly, free of expense, to
Clergymen of all dennminations, Teachers of .youlh, :mfl .Edlmrs.
of newspapers, throughout the country : ""ff’ if auny tndividual of
these influential rofessions be sull \lnsup}med: it is because the
Comamittee is iy rant of his address. Two Supplements were
issued during the past year without any extra charge to suhs%'nbers,
althvugh they cost the Committee about i:i(i: phese,'sv|[h the
twelve regular numbers, make in all about 77,000 copies of the
Adrocate, which have been circulated t'hrnugh thg length and
breadth of the land, penetrating not only into every city and towwn,
but into almost every township from Lake‘ .Humn to the Gulph
of St. Lawrence. And the Committee rejoice to add, that they
have been much encouraged by the reception of strong and gratetul
testimonials in favor of this little herald of mercy, from almost
every Society jun the conntry. In tine, .t.h_e c‘haranter :Am.d cn‘c‘ula-
tion of the ddcocate ave established, and it s in the opinion of the
Committee, a duty, mare than auy other solemuly oblfgatorx on
this Saciety, to maintain that character and extend that civculation,

4 Taacrs Axp Menars.—A supply of Tracts to the value of
currency was hinported from Britain lu?t year, part of tvhu:h
has been sold, and part gratuitously distributed in the city of
Montreal, and to poor societies in the country. These tracts are
well assorfed, contain excellent temperauce matter, and are likely
to be productive of excellent effects. Part of the supply, egual to
£96 currency, still remains on hand for the sperations of the
eoming season. A supply of Medals to .the extent of £l.6 cur-
rency was imported with the tracts. But it was very soon disposed
of, and found quite inadequate to meet the demand. A m‘uch larger
supply has therzfore been ordered by © taember of the Comumittee
for the year now beginniug.
6. ABSTRACT oF TREASURER'S ACCOUNT:—
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‘ The debt in which this Society finds itself involved, ls caused
partly by the Jack of any general subscription or contribution, to
| sustain its extended operations, and partly by the remissness of
| sume subscribers to the Adyocate, the amount of whose subscrip-
| tions now owing is upwards of £100.  As, however, the Commit-
‘ tee are convineed that their expenditure has been such as to yield
i ultimately a return to the co'ninunity of at least a thousand fold,
they would recomwmend no diminution of effort, but rather an
increase of faith aud reliance on Divine Provideuce for the neces-
sary means to sustain future operatious.

} 6. PROGRESS OF TAE CAUSE 1N MONTREAL.—The number of
members added to this Scelety durlng the past year is 4032, exclu-
sive of 163 soldiers who were admitted as a branch society, The
' number which has beeun lot by death, removal, or incoasistency, is
vot known,

! A very great impetus has been given to the Temperance causs
| within the past year by the powerful advocacy of the Rev. P.
! Phelan, a Rowan Catholic Priest of this civy, who has delivered
! many excellent addresses and exhortations on the subject, to his
i congregation, and hax succeeded in forming a society of ansout
i 3000 members, which includes a great proportion of our fellow
b citizens of Irish origin in this city, us well as many from the sur-
I rounding country. We regret to add, that this Society Is not
strictly teetctal; but a large portion of its members act as if it were,
and drinking is diminished to a great extent.

The Committee have also much satisfaction in stating that an
impulse bas been received from a heretofore unexpected quarter,
namely, our brethren of French origin, whose attention has been
turned to the subject of Temperance by the Bishop of Nancy aud
some other ecclesiustics, ‘The lectures and exhortations of these
influential men, have resulted in the formation of a well organized
society of nearly 3000 wembers in this city, the influence and
example of which are felt and imitated in the country places around.
This Society, like the last, is not teetotal, but it has had the effect
to render drinking less reputable, and greatly to diminish the
quantity of liquor consumed in th: meantime ; and ultimately, we
trust, it will lead to the adoption of Total Abstinence principles.

7. Tue PasT.—Never before in the history of the worid has the
spectacle been seen of a reformation commenced feebly and doubt-
ingly in an obscure part of the world, opposed by all the influence
of rank, fashion, and wealth, as well as by the appetites, habits, and
supposed pecuniary interests of mankind, and yet making way of
itself against all opposition, until in the short space of thirteen or
fourteen years, it has changed the character and destiny of nations,
and ccmmanded the attention and respect of the world. Truly
may we say, the finger of God is here; for without hiy blessing
this cause could never have so prospered, but must have been ex-
tinguished in its first feeble beginnings. With that blessing, however,
it cannot fail to go on, conquering and to conquer, till it has over-
come all opposition. Tudeed, favour and respect with all classes have
already taken the place of the almast universal contempt and deri-
sion with which it was regarded a few years ago, and all are now
prepared to admit, that it has done much good, aud to wish it ulg-
mate success,

8. Frrure OPERATIONS.—~The Union of the Provinces consti-
tutes an era in the history of Canada, which it is boped will be dis-
tinguished by the prevalence of peace and prosperity. But what
instramentality is likely to contribute so much to these desired objects
as the Temperauce reformation? And should not, therefore, the
1 enerzies of ‘Temperance men throughout the country be united te
{ carry forward this glorious enterprise to a successful issue?

! Deeply imprecsed with a consciousness of responsibility, as well
{asa conviction, that the day of small things has passed away, and
!
|

that temperauce men, if they would obtain a blessing on their
| stewardship must make a better use of their talents than they have
] hitherto done, encouraged also by the extraordinary triumphs of the
| cause elsewhure and the signs of victory which already begin to
; manifest th_maclves in our own country, your Committee, in hum-
i ble reliance on Divize providence, have resolved upon endeavouring
; to effect, in addition to the means already employed, three great
' measures through the course of the coming year.
© The first of these measures i« to rall 2 convention of delegates from
« all the tempurance societies in Canada, (or in the absence of delegates,



