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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADYOCATE.

nuthing is more ruinous than such payment, It iy a
lamentablo state of things, and it speaks volumes
agninst such @ practice, when a clever workman, on
account of the very talents he possesses, in connection
with the drinking customs of the country, is most ex.
pose.d to danger. We have known many such work-
men, and few ifany of them were sober men. Ons of
thuse (he died a drunkard) we yet remember well, for
many a little ship he rigged to us, and many a kite he
made, and meny a rabbit-hause he built, and many a
large top he turned to the boys of the village. He
could turn his hand to almost everything. There was
not a clack in the village went wrong, but John put it
all 1o right. He was a millwright by trade. But it
was hard to say what trade he helenged ta.  The re-
pairing of clocks and watches, the painting of sign.
hoards, or hell-hanging, or cutting and lettering grave-
stones, came as ready to him as the setting up of
threshing-machines, which were certainly his forte,—
And yer John was the poorest man in the parish ; for
he was, unfortunately, just as clever at turning up his
littte finger, as he was at turning any fancy piece of
work.  He was, certainly, & genius; but, like almost
every other genius, he was simple. too simple; and
his drinking hubits, latterly, came to destroy the re-
maini* g force of any little principle he had ever pos.
sessed. His simple nature and obliging d‘sposition,
led him to profier his services on any occas.on when
he could be of use ; and the usual payment made on
such occasions was the free circulation of the bottle.—
If any little job was to be done, requiring expertness
or taste, John was sure to be sent for at his hye hours.
He had great pleasure in the deing of any litile “nick
nack.” OFf course his kinduness could not pass uare-
warded, and as John was too generous to accept money
for every little job, the bottle paid for all, and thus John
acquired the habit of drinking. Like every other
genius, Johu was susceptible, ai an early poriod, of the
tender passion. He loved, and that most tenderly, an
arphan young woman, who supported harself by her
needle. Their passion was mutual, hut shé was guided
hy sound sober sense ; and when she beheld, much to
her grief, her lover gradually falling into the habit of
drinking, she resolved that she would never enter into
the marriage relation with & man’ who wag given to
such o habit. Often did she remonsirate with tears,
and often did the better feelings of bis nature rise
within him, and he would make many solemn promises
to give up the habit for her sake. But the next extra
joh hrought an extra glass. He was pressed to partake,
and the simple mechanic yielded as before. He could
sing a good song, tell a good story, and his company
was comted, Faithful were the wearnings, and urgent
the entreaties of Mary Mathie, his lady-love, and these
left a salutary impression for a time. He began, how-
ever, to neglect his husiness, and was oftener found in
the public.-house than in the workshop. His regular
trade declined, and latterly went from him altogether.
Mary, though tenderly loving Gsim, stood true to her
resolution, never to marry till he became a 'reformed
man. Woeary of the restraints of his native place, he
went to Glasgow, found work for a time, promised to
do better—fell again, and took up with a Worthless

woman, who completed his ruin. On asking John, 3
little before his death, what he regretted most in his
past life, “ Oh,” said he, *if I could but have kept
from drink, I would have done well ; but T wasa poor
simple soul. The first thing that made me a drunkard
was those oternal drams for the little extra jobs I had
the kindness to perform. They were given in kindness,
but they have ruined me. They made me a drunkard,
and they have bhlasted my prospects for time and for
eternity. Mary Mathie might have been my wife ; I
might bave had a comfortable home, and a flourishing
business ; but ! am lost—] am damned for ever I As
he said theso words, he stood before me ia the agony
of remorse and despair; and to every word of hope 1
uttered, he replied, “1 am damn:d—I am 2 ruined
man|” His brain was evidently turned; and in &
few days I heard, in a distant part of the country, whi.
ther I had gone on business, that he had died of brain
fever.

What might John Hislop not have been, as a suc.
cegsful and talented artizan, but for the pernicious
drinking custom to which wo have referred? May his
fate be a warnirg to employers who give drink as pay-
ment for the performance of any piece of laboar, and
to workmen who are tempted often to take it as such !

SABBATH DESEGCRATION.

¢ The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for
the Sabbath.” In this pussage of our Lord’s personal

teaching, it is clearly shown that the institution of one |’

day’s rest in seven is obligatory upon man, as man, and
that with a view to his welfare and happiness.
more the divine sentiment is studied, the stronger will

be the conviction that it cannot be a stronghold to the |/

anti.sabbatists, or 2 conclusive argument against the
universal and perpetual obligation of the fourth com-
mandment. The declaration of itself is one of the
most powerful media through which men may contem-
plate the divine beneficence. The institution of which
it speaks has least suffered from the ravages of the fall,
and heyond all other external erdinances, does it aid in
filling up the breach between God and man, by giving
unto the latier an opportunity to reflect on his primzval
state, on the dark transition to his present ‘degradation,
and on the means by which he is to be ¢lovated, tanchi-
fied, and iitade meet for the eternal Sabhath, aud the
performance of its exalted service. It isa sabject, thef,
which intimately concerns every man, and unto those’
who are filled with zeal for the glory of God, and the
advancement of true and undefiled religion, it comes
with resistiess posver, tite more so, that in these timés
the cupidity of man, and its consequent lawless ainbi-
tion, are seeking to bring down the Sabbath of the Lord
from its high and commending place in the Christian
code, and to muke it common with the other days of
the wesk for purposes of business, recreation, and
amusement, Who, then, is he that fears the Lozd, and
refuses to follow in a prayerful study of that form of
Sabbath desecration which it is the object of the present
exsay to expose? Scotland, for a ful] gentury, bas.do-

gonerated in the sanctification of the Sabbath, and her’

modern church supposes she reuds the climax of that
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