CANADA TEMPERANCE

EXTRA

TO THE

ADVOCATL.

Report of Praceedings of a Temperance Convention, held in Montreal, on the 23d and 24tk

FIRS? DAY,

Tho delegates asaembled at the Cnnz‘rcgn!i-m.
al Chapel at 11 o’clock, a.at., when J. . Micrs,
Feq., was called tu the Chur, Mossrs. Syt
and Dovaearr wers apprinted Seeretarios to the
Cunvention, and the tullowing gontlemon weio
reported as Delegates :—

From Montreal.

G. W. Perkins, | Messrs. J. R. Orr,
W. Taylor, 1. Morton,
R. Mulcs, J. Fraser,
N. Bosworth, L. B. Wazd,
D. Clary, D.W. Johaston
Mesars. J. 15. Mills, | J. Court,
R. Froste, J. Bougall, Jur.
J. Gregory,

From Henryuville—Rev. J. J. Gilbert and Mr.
Ebenezer Cutter.

From Lacols—Mr. J. H. Smith.

From New.Glasgow. —Hoyes Lloyd, Exq.

From Laprairie—Dr. Henry.

From Lachute—M:r. Barroa.

From Dunham and Stanbridgze —Rev. Alex-
ander Riddler.

From Chambly and S¢t. Jokrs.—Messrs. S. R
Andrss and Mahlon Willett, .

From Granby Adult and Juvenile Society and
North. Weat Skefford —Rev.J. Gleed.

The Chairman explained the business of the
Convention ; and, after a desultory conversalion,
the following Resolutions were passed :—

1. That a Committee, consisting of I)Iessrs.
Court and Dougall, be appointed to examine and
digest the Reports sent by the varivus Societies,
and roport to the Convention.

2. That Mr. Riuddler, Mr. Perkins, Messrs.
Andres, Barron, Mills, and Lloyd form a Com-
miltee to prepare Resolutions and business to be
proposed at the afterncon and subsequent Ses
sions of the Convention, which Committee shall
decide upon the expedicney of a publie meeting.

The meeting then adjourned il three o’clock.

Rev.

The Chair was taken a little after three
o’clock, when it was resolved, that no member
ahould speak oftencr than once en the same
question, nor more than fileen minutes at a
time, without the permission of the Chair.

The Committee for preparing Resolutions
tanded in a draft of tweive Resolutions, which
will be found in their crder, appended to this
Report.

It was agreed to discuss every Resolution se-
parately ; and leave was given to any monber to
propose Resolutions to the Convention.

The first Resolution was read o follows :—

‘That the prevailing fashion in the higher grades of

society tends muck to perpetuate the evil of drunken-
ness.
Mr. MiLzs suggested that the word fashion
was too vague, as it included a great many
thiegs besidesi drinking ; and thought that refer.
wnee oaght td be made to public dinwers, and
other martiotlar customs, which had an injuri-
ous temdency.

Mr. Garoory thought it would bo better to
save oot the words higher grades, and insert
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« community,” a8 it was rather invidious to sin.
glo out any class for reprehension.

Mr. Lrovp was convinced that as long as the
higher clisses continued 1o drink, there would
e no permanent success for the Temperance
Reformation ; they had introduced dninking, and
been the cause of the evil, and they were now
bonnd to remedy it.

The Rosolutian was then uninimonsly carried
in the amended form, which will be fourd at the
end of the Report, with the othicrs which follow.

The sccond Resolution was carried unani- |

mously.

The third Resolution was read as follows: —

That entire abstinence from all intostcating drinks
would greagly promota th healih, happiness, and mo-
rals of the communi'y, «nd is the only means of put-
ting an effectual stop 10 the evil of drasketiness.

Mr. MiLes moved, in amondment, that the
word ** only” be left out, and that * best,” or
«« most effectual,” be substituted.

Mr. Crary said, that a great principle wasn
volved hore, and that, as far as we knew, tota-
abstinence was the only means of reforming the
drankard. - )

Mr. MiLzs maintained, that ifthe word only
were retained, it would be unt-ue, for men
might be perfectly temperate without total ab-
stincnee ; it was an assertion of our own infalli-
bility, and it would not do for us to limit the
power of the Deity, by ecalling any means of
preventing drunkenness the only mears.

Mr. GiLserT thought there was no assertion
of infallibility in the case, that wo merely stated
what was our deliborate conviction; Gnd always
worked by ratiunal means, and we might as well
eay that rain could fsll without clouds, ug that
drunkenness could be stopped without totel ab.
stinence, which he considered was the means
employed by the Deity to put an end to drunk.
enness.

Mr. Banron said it might not be prudent to
go all Iengths at once ; and if we said it was the
best means we would all be agreed.

Mr. Lrovp was convinced that total sbsti.
nence was the only means. If any gentleman
could point out another means of refurming
drunkards, let him do so.

Mr. MiLes’ uinendment was put and lost.

The original resolution was theop agreed to
by a bare majority.

Mr. MiLes asked lcave to enter his protest on
the minutes, as he did not belicve the resolntion
was true; and being untrne, he thought it
would have an injurious effect on the cause,
and he did not wish to appear as sanctioning it.

Mr. Barron and Mr. GLEep concurred in
what Mr. Miles said.

It was decided that protest was a harsh word ;
but that any member be sHowed to have his
dissent from any resolution that might be passed,
accompanied with his reasons for dissenting,
entered upon the minutes of the Conventicn.

Mr. DoucarL thought that some concession
might be made for the sske of unanimity.—
Words of nearly the same impost might be foond
upon which aH would & ; and it might be
better to madify the rosolution a little, then to

havze it go forth to the warld accompanied with
the dissent of a large minority.

Mr. L. B. Warp movod that the vote upon the
last resolution be reconsidered, as it was an iin
portant one, and some gantleien appeared tu
lrave turther remarks to make.

Agreed to.

Mr. MiLes then rvecapitulated tho argumenta
against the resolution ; and was followed by—

Mr. Baknron, who tirought that the drinkiny
of a thimtletul of liquor ance w1 a year would
not make a mun 1atemperate, yet this wouald not
i be total abstinence.

"My, Faasea reminded hire that the resolution
said, to stop drunkeaness; and that tho only
fway to retorin drunhards, was to abstain fraw
L Ul intoxicating drinks.

i Mr. Barnrov wouall enter his proteat alse, i
. that wag carried, for he thought there might b
gullu:r means,

SMr. Grupert thought the last speaker should
| enter, along with his protest, the nunes of ~i!
the drunkards who had been refurmed by others
means, if he could find any.

After several amendments were proposed and
withdrawn— K

Mr. Cuany movad that tho resolution be lsid
on tuc table till tomorrow, as i was by no
means the wish of the mujority to force
through, but to give all partios tune for deisbc
ration.

Agrecd to.

The fourth Resolution was read, as follows .—

‘That in_the opinon of this Convention, the traffic.
and mannfacture of ardent spinty, except for the par-
poses of medieine and the arts, are mynr:ous to the
comuninity, and therefore iminoral.

Mr. MiLrs moved that the word ** iminorai”
be omitted, and the words ¢ productive of im.
moral consequences,” be inserted instead.

Mr. J. GreeD seconded the molion.

Mr. GiLBERT saw no use in waming or soite .
ing down the expression of the resolutions, t:1
they were made to mean nothing. We cam.
these prepared to teil tho truth to the worly,
and cur best way was to do it in the plainest
fanguage.

Mr. Mines wished first to ascertain the truth.
and then he would be as ready 2s any man ¢
proclaim it. e did pot beheve that the manu.
facturing of intoxicaling liquors was in itself
immoral : he found nothing egaid aganst it in
the Bible. (Some member quoted ¢ woe to hun
that giveth his neighbeur drink.”) True thers
is a woe denounced agusinst him that maketh
his neighbour drunken, bot none againet bimn
who makes wine or strong drink. In fact, the
manufacture of liquors, in itself considered, was
perfectly lawful, as well as the manufactore of
opiun ; although they were liable to be abused,
and thercfore productive of immoral couse.
quences.

Mr. Barron reminded the Convention, that
thaose engaged in the manufacture and salc of
intoxicating liquors, ware a very respectabls and
influential bady of men, and they wouid not be
pleased if we called them immorsl. This was
not the way to do; we mast wait till they werc




