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ing age, four of them between fifteen and twenty years.
But the cup which our Heavenly Father hath given ns,
s. all we not drink it?7  That God, who sets the solitary
in families like a flock, and diminishes them at pleasure,
gives us wives like unte fruitful vines, and childven like
unto olive plants about auwr tables.  How ready were we
then to say in our prosperity, we should not be moved, we
should dic in our nest, our sced and ofispring should be
powerful in the carth, and blessed among the generation
of the upright, useful servants of God and their genera-
tion, nourishers of onr old age, and everlasting preserva
tives of our meniorial!

“DBut wehave now laid them in the grave.  These Iately
pleasant bodies say to corrnption, thou art my Guher, aud
to the worm, my sister and brother.  With them we have
buried a great part of our worldly comforts, hopes, and
projects.  Oh! what a dark veil doth death aznd the grne
cast on all human glory.  Itcannot descend after them
into the dast.

“We retrn from the grave o our house.  There por-
haps we find @ Rachel weeping for her children, refusing
to be comforted because they are not.  Here an empty
coat, there an empiy hed.  We sit down at our table.—
The olive plants are amissing.  The wind lath passed
over the flowers, and they are gore.  These beautiful
lambs, that used to play through our houses and ficlds,
and sweetly divert us with their fumiliar conversations and
loving embraces, we see no more.  Death hath tora them
from our bosoms; and fewrs us to their eternal state, and
reflections as to our duty towinds them, muy crown the
melancholy scenc.

“Yet, letus not dwell too much on such thougus, lest
a wounded spirit, liheashwrp knife, cut the thim sheah of
our frail bodies, and disable us in body or mind from our
daty to God or man.  Ispecially fet us beware of any bard
thoughts of God, and still acknowledge that he is righte-
ous, and in faithfuluess hath afilicted.  Let us turn our
complaints upon ourselves, and say, * We have simed,
“what shall we do unto thee?  Whercin we have done
“ foolishly, we willdosonomore. The Lord hath given,
“ the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of the
# Lord. Shall we receive good at the hand of the Lord,
¢ and shall we not receive evil also?  Itis the Lord, let
“him do what scemeth him good.  Good is the will of)|
“ the Lord.™

“ But we are called, not to sorrow as those who have
nohepe.  To the wrue Ismelite within thie bond of God's
covenant, a brighterside of the cloud may appear, and he
may justly rejoice in hupe of the glory of God. Lt us
enter into our closct, the proper place for giving ventto our
lawful passions, and where I have expericaced the greazest
relief: there, baving offercd the sacrifice of moderate sor-
row and contrition, cspecially for sin, which brought death
into the world, letus, upon the wing of faith, see with faith’s
eye the blessedness of the dead in Christ, rejoice in their
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baptism. Let us view these olive plants, transplanted
from the stormy barren soil of this world, into the heaven-
Iv paradise, and flourishing in the courts of the New Je-
rusdem. Liet us view these pleasant lambs eating the
fruit of the teee of lify, and drivking the waters of the
viver that flows from beneath the throne of God and of
the Tamb.  Letus view them in the busom of the good
Shepherd, wha gave his life for the sheep, and carrics the
kunbs in his bosom.  Let us view them in Alraham’s
bosoms; and why not in the bozom of their more imme-
diate parents and relations now in heaven.  Let us view
not enly their angels who ministered to them here on carth,
and carried their sonls to glorys but even themselves be-
holding the face of their eavenly Father, admiring and
worshipping Him that siucth on the throne, and the
Lamb, for cver and ever. Lot us behold, following the
Lamb wherezsover he gaetk, those vivging not defiled with
the poitetions of a world, no guile found in their mouth,
and their robes washed and made white in the blosd of
the Lamb.  Let us view their bedies spiritual, imwmortal,
incorraptible, made like to Clrist’s glorious body, joyful-
Iy united to their souls, now satisiied with the likeness,
and with the full enjoyment of God.  If many descrip-
tons of the heavenly glory are metaphorical, in this the
wisdom and condescension of God appear: for how other-
wise would we conceive these things in our present state
and capacity?  Butthat glory infinitely exceeds all mets-
phors, and is a glory yet to be revealed.

“ Unbelief i our hearts may ohject.  These are myste-
vious und great things, hard 1o be believed and hoped for
by poor sinful mortals.  True; though great, yet not too
areat to display the infinite glory and perfections of God.
“They are mysterions enough to confound all the mere na-
tarad, rational, and moral schemes in the world; and, as
to a greas part of them, conid never have been known or
believed, without the light and assistance of that word
and spirit of God, which have broughtlife and immortali-
1y to light, and are as the sun to the spivitual world. It
is truc many invisible things of Gud are cleady manifested
by the things that are seen; and the light of nature con-
demns the world fur want of a faith and prctice suitable
10 the evidence it alfords.  But, let us not separate what
God has joined together, his word and works. Do not
his glorious perfections equally shine in both? Do they
not matually illustrate one another? A wonderful like-
ness between the kingdom of nawre and the kingdom of
araee, teaches us many fuadamental and ditficult doc-
wines of our Christian faith. Is not the resuncction
trom the dead taught us every moming we rise from slecp;
and cvery spring, when vegetative nature, which has been
dead through winter, revives?  Are we not taught the
immoriality of the soul, and its acting ina scparate state,
by our drcams?  The spirit (o doubt enly in its imagin-
ations) runs through the universe. It hears, sces, fecls,
and exercises all the bodily senses. It fears, grieves, loves,

joy, and triumph with God’s inheritance.  Let us vicw |joys, and exercises all its own fuculties, when the body

our dead relations and clildren, concerning whom we
hope, in the good-will Lf Gud 10 men, tut they were cho-
sen of the Father, redeemed by the Son, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit.  Let us view them in the covenant and pro-
mise, “I will be thy Ged, and the God of thy seed;™ in
Christ’s invitation 1o come 0 him, “for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.”  Let us view them by us devoted to

fies in a deepsleep. It does all this in such 2 manner as
var TEAsHR can NOW o mwre comprehend, than we can &
real scparate state.  Is not all nature adapted to teachus
God and spisitusl things, and continually improven for
that end by the divine oracles?  Every employment, met-
chandise, husbandry, &c.3 every work, building, plough-
ing, sowing, digging, &c.; every member of our body,

God, ingrafted into Christ, and scaled to cternal life by

hands, fect, eves, illustrate the divine perfections and op-
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