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slight exceptions, tha inhabitants of these
islands present marked differences from
those on the Kastern, in colour, physical
conformation, language and habits, being
allied to the negro race, having a very dark
rough skin, curly or frizzly hair and some-

desire to carry the gospel to the large and
beautiful islands to the West. It was in ex-
ploring the field with the view of opening
the way for the settlement of missionaries,
that John Williams obtained the martyr's
crown on Eromanga.  After his death one

what of a negro cast of countenance. They | attempt was made to settlo Europggn milsx;
. sionaries among them.
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that in commencing mis-
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these islands, the plan
found most advis:ble is
first to locate among them
teachers from tribes or
islands already christian-
ized, on obtaining a pro-

mise of prolection and
kind treatment from the
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promise theyare safe with-
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have been known as the Papuan or Austra-
lia negro race, but recently the term Mel-
anesian has been most commonly applied
to them. Up to this date the cfforts of
missionaries in the South Seas has been
confined almost entirely to the Eastern race. |

These had now been laboring for some
time, sometimes with encouragement, but
more frequently amid privation and danger,
in some instances being obliged to flee for
their lives, in others, falling before the dis-
eases of a climate unsuitable to their con-

But for some time there had been a strong | stitution, and some cases being murdered.



