n"minute ze. .
erevey th%:oiu ® Individuals to act in that capacity.
h_,'”a of thege, C Dvitation is complied with, the Mem-
: 'l‘uﬁons to Su‘;’;‘lm}llce: are requested to solicit con-
C“hmay Mect thy o the Schemes of the Association,
N Murch i ei e “Pprol{atlon of the members of our
inpuonﬂ to th "'P"e!Pectlve vicinities, to receive sub—
" extenging 1o CSOYterian, to exert their influence
Name ;o'ut: c'Nflllalion_, and to' communicate the
¥,and eg men desirous of studying for the
€10 be Sinl:erully such information as &ey con-
one of tt‘:‘rest or importance. The appoint—
the corre: Board to act as Secretary and
tnendeg pondence with the Central Board
* On behalf of the Associaticn.
JOHN GREENSHIELDS,

Cor. Sec.
1849,
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SABBATH SCHOOL SOIREE.
e

T
Schoo[ ofannual soirée of the Sabbath
a Threg u‘F Pl‘gsbyterian Congregation
C Urch op S“""'S In connection with the
of Dy, cotland, was held on the 27th

orpy Per.  Though the evening was

Md unfavourable ; yet a goodly

?)n u"_‘h parents and children were
wi s occasion.  After ten, the
' Chupep ith their teachers repaired to
I > ' which they recited various
. d&‘c“ed Pocetry, with great profi-
of the ‘éﬁl‘!? examined on their know-
N m; g crlptul:es. and Shorter Cate-
1, the boobl: also evinced some knowledge
gibrary " D58 from the Sabbath Sehool
reth Dece “gh they had read. On the
: ‘:n of the “SE ;’)”» in like manner, the child-
£ exagr bath School at Black River
lon, ned, ang gave great satisfac-

At y,
0t
:”‘! friendl; Places, the parents, children,
Tmlnation ’bwe"e addressed, after the ex-
hoy, 4 . 0Y the Pastor, the Rev. James
oy follows' ’

ubjig Y Yo .

thhcl yi"ur;(!) friends ; we have examined you
c; ,m;' l:t Pprogress in moral and religious
ves, anq v "OW (alls upon me, in justice to
with your teachers, to express my satis-
With ,.eg“;;PPelrtnce, and your proficie: cy §
Toeigg® OF Chrigt (0 Your knowledge of the great
ene::'l"? .elec':’"'})’: your distinct and accurate

informpge 10008 in Sacred Poetry, and the

ation which i
B :‘he Library. you have acquired {rom
a d"'e; and ’i;,' requires adviee in every situation
"i.hem“ri"erl«‘t Ings must hav: their councillors,
expe 4 fop iy heir cotpass to guide them to the
opr Fitngeq 12 Much more the young who are un-
ln,tr"“"“iel: ¢ ways of the world. Time and
Prog, Cliony opg 3, PECIOUS to youth ; and wholesome
4"0""'“, in :'l‘ "valuable, both with regard to your
Coyp Me then'";;’ and your well being in Eternity.
M‘ ! ;‘e()L address you by way of advice and
TRe
ro,"‘" eﬁ't "ot the great

‘ r“d“;;r.

8 | A
“« ml in

h end of your creation.
L::‘du:? to glorify God, and to enjoy Him
one? o '8 be your aim. Have you not
Py uc?lumelu to the youth in Israel. They
Tesent q'ii to remove present evils, or to se-
. 2 e Yantages, as to avert future evils ;
.m“‘ s Virty urse of domestic discipline, aud to
o G N Targgy "% 80d intrepid characters in overy
‘heyod Were ne‘ hese lasting counsels of the man
eng “Crreq ‘o""'-obe forgotten. In all generations
‘heipor may, Il)l‘omote God’s glory, and the chief
thelling, 'y Bt camp, “their temples, and
the ':x :gnal%;; 3::“;‘ forgetful:reu of them was to
w N epartnre of God’s gl
h""‘hnr yow hither '-*?mfore e it Wi

t
0, do all to or eat or drink, or

gloryof God.’

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

“ Forget not this important question, what do the
Scriptures principally teach ? Do they not teach
what man is to believe concerning God, and what
duty God requires of man? As you advance in
your knowledge of the Book of Life, the Books of
God’s’Creation and Providence will afford additional
cvidence of the Power and Wisdom of Christ in His
Word, the most delightful lessons will be learned
from the works of His Almighty hand. But do not
read the Bible with indifference, or treat its message
with contempt '  See what many wise and good
men have spoken of this blessed Book. Is it not told
of Mr. Locke, that when he was asked by a young
gentleman, the easiest and safest way toget a know—~
ledge of Christianity ; Read the Scriptures, said he,
for they have God for their author, Christ for Salva-
tion ; truth without mixture of error, eternal Life for
their end.

“Think oftcn on the question, what is God 1
God is a spirit, infinite, eternel, and unchangeable,
in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, good-
ness and truth. tlere it is answered concisely.
But Simonides the Philosopher took many days to
consider it; because he had only the light of nature
to guide him ; but you have the Bible. Assuredly
the just notions o() God’s perfections will elevate
your mental faculties, and improve the dispositions
of your heart. For example, correct views of the
Divine omnipresence,and of God’s knowledge of all
your thoughts, words and actions, will restrain you
from many sccret sins, and support you under many
strong temptations when fur removed from a parent’s
eye. The eyes ol the Lord are to and {ro throughout
all the earth. The eye of God is upon you. The words
of the Patriarch will be in your hearts. ¢ Howjcan I
do this great evil, aud sin against God, for thou, O
God, seest me.’

¢ Form your lives and char acters on that of
Christ your Redeemer, as drawn by the pen of in-
spiration in the Gospel, Let the humility of the Son of
Man in His Birth keep you from pride ; the obedience
He yielded to Joseph and Mary his earthly parents
preserve you (rom the sin of disobedience. Honour
thy father and thy mother that-thy days may be long
on the Earth. Let His care and love_for little child-
ren stimulate you o love one another, and to sup-
press all anger and jealousy, in your youthful recre—
ations. ILet the example of His omnipotence in
calming the raging sca, in raising the dead from
their graves, b{ the all potent word ¢ Lazarus come
forth,’ in healing the sick, in forgiving sins, in
doing good to all, lead you to love and serve Him
with all your heart and strength and mind.

« Finally, remember the Sabbath takeep it holy. I
should fail in duty to Ged, and to you, were I to
part with you, perhaps never to address you more on
a like occaslon, without taking notice of this all im-
portant question. Evil impressions are readily
made, and the counsels that lead you to forgetful-
ness of the Sabbath coincide with the natural depravity
of the heart. But the Sabbath is the Lord’s day, by
way of eminence and excellency. Because it is
holy to the Lord and honourable ; yea sacred to His
service from the beginning of the world. It will he
revered by his people to the end of time. Therefore
your behaviour, on this day, ought to be sedate at
home, in the Church, at the¥Sabbath Schonl, and on
the way. The whole day is for the public and private
exercises of God’s worship, except so much as is to
taken up in works of necessity and mercy. You
will easily see the sovereign right of your Creator to
this seventh portion of your time. Doth He not give
ynu six days of the week for your own employments 1
From the holiness of His nature and government, as
well as in mercy to man, he challenges an especial
right in all your youthful thoughts, words and
actions on this holy day.

¢ Memorable are the sad calamities that have be-
fallen nations, families, and individuals from con—
tempt of this sovereign command. And we know of
no place, or people, or country, in which there are
not many temptations to the transgression ofit. In
very many instances, we have known the conse-
quences to be deplorable. We ean on) mention, at

resent,the case of a widowed mother in
England who had Lwo sons ; the elder sixteen,and the
younger thirteen years, w ho in spite of every remon-
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strance went ta slide upon the ice at some distanee from
home. But before they left their'mother’s house for
the fatal spot, they were urged to accompany her to
the Church, and the Sabbath School. ;:t all was
in wain ; some evil companions had enticed them
away. While engaged in their heedless sport, the
ice gave way ; for a moment they were scen ; for s
moment more,they were clapsed in each other’s arms,
and they sank to rise no more. Thus from trans—
gressing the words of un earthly parent, and the
commandment of an Almighty Father, who hath said
temember the Sabbath, they were launched into
eternity.

“ Hving thus spoken to the youth at considerable
length, and as the same observations are applicable
to the old, I shall close this address with a few words
to parents. The exercises of the Sabbath School are
not designed to release them from those natural and
solemn obligations, that they owe to God and their
children. In general, parents are not insensible to
the advantages of a secular education ; but the
arguments are doublry forcible for religious care and
instruction ; for unless afoundation be laid in the
precepts of Christianity, the moral lessons of Plato
and of Plutarch will leave the minds of the rising
generation in comparative darkness. If they neglect
to teach them the statutes of the Lord, they are for-
getful both of their duty and salvation. ; and having
not the promises and blessing of God, cannot expect
much comfort or happiness in return,by the gratituds
and affection of their children at a dying hour,
¢ Train up a child in the way in which he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from it.’

e —————————————————
THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND,
HOME MISSION.

In again bringing the claims of this scheme be-
fore the members and frends of the Church, the
Comnmittee desire gratefully to acknowledge the
liberality with which their previous appeals on its
behalf have been met ; and from the strong and
growing conviction which all classes of the commu-
nity have been brought to feel of the importance of
the object to which it is directed, they entertain a
lively hope, that the call which they have now to
make wigle be responded to with even increased

nerosity.

It will be seen from the n})pendix to the Commit-
tee’s Report to last General Assembly, that, durin;
the year ending 15th April last, grants were votos
under all branches of the scheme,—namely, in
aid of the congregations of thirty-six unendowed
churches, to the amount of £1520 ; towards the
support of Missionaries at forty-one preaching sta-
tions, to the amount of £1495 ; towards the erection
of new Churches, to the amount of £7565; and in
aid of young men prosecuting their studies with a
view to the Ministry, to the amount of £30 ; in all,
£3800. It will also be acen from the account of the
treasurer’s intromissions, appended to the R
that for the past year, the entire income of the
scheme (including a few small legacies) was £3477
2s 5d ; while the grants voted and paid under the
several branches of the scheme, and necessary ex-
penses, amounted to £3596 7s 3d, being upwards of
£100 beyond the revenue. With reference to the
balance appearing in that account at the credit of
the Committee, it is proper to explain, that a lar,
portion of it consist of the late Miss Cam (]
munificent bequest, specially destined ¢ for Church
Extension in the Highlands,” and of legacies from
othe'r'rnrties, which must be regarded treated as
capital. It must also be kept in view, that out of
that balance, the grants current at 15th April last,
and now in course of payment, in ald of forty-four
unendowed churches, and towards the support of
missionaries at fifty-six stations, to the amount of
£3242 25 10d, and other liabilities, fall to be dis-
charged. These explanations are given in order to
prevent misapprehension, which might otherwise
naturally arise, as to the position of the Committes’s
funds, and the necessity of liberal contributions to

m.
The benefits communjcated through the agency of

the Home Mission Scheme, are so prominently mapi»



