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GENERAL ANSEMILY OF THE NATIoL o1,

CHURCH OF SCOTLANY,

.

\We mako the fallowing extracts %eom an interegting |
articlvin a 1ecent number ot Fiaz.r'e Muozine, eptpe {
tled ¥ Edimburah during the General Aesembiy °

DRLEUATTS TO THR ASSKMDLY,

4 The General Assembly vnnelsts of abugt thrce Lune
dred and :izlg wewbers, of whom rather more than two |
bundred ave clergymien. It i & repressntgtive body,
mele 0p of (ag and clerieal delegater from each press
bytery, and of delepates feoms the universutvs and foy.
alburghe. The delegates Trom each predtatery arm
alect«d annually, onn i nister being sent e vvery five
parishes, and voe lay elder for vvery 1wo winssore, |
In presbytorise where minuters Lke atend ng the A |
ecmbiv, cach mimutee L thas the cpportaity of betnyg |
ameinbsr o 1tonly onco in fiee years; but the same
lay ellers, who are geverally noblemen, or gentlemen
of god position, are sent overy vear. “Tha repiresonts |
atives of the universities avd bueehis are aleg, for the |
most part, the eame year auor year, We bavo heyrd |
ol ong axceilent and venerabls cider who Lag been 4 |
member of every Aweinbly for the last Friveidt |
years. F z
THE QUEEN REPFRFEEXTED BY A COMMISRIONER. i

“ Tuo Queen of England 1s teprarentod i the tnpet-
ings of the Assembly by & High Comunseioner, altnost
always a Scotch nobleman. Il s addressed as % Your
Grace™ during lus forta ght of vicesroyany ; the nation- |
al antaem is played wheraver hie poes, and tha strests t
are pervaded by Lis footnen in royzl hiveriea Toe day !
before that appeinted for the meeting of the Geverst |
Assembly, he tskos up his quariers at Halyrood, where
ho maintalns some faint ecliors of its ol royal times
Lo is allowed £2,000 to defray the expenser of his po-
sition, but it is weil known 1Lat several Comnisloners
who did things in true royal stylo have spent sotme
thousand pounds additional during their fow days of
oflice. Il:ralde. pursuivants, beot-caters, Ppagesand ar_
tendants without number, throng the courts of Holy«
rood and tha precinets of the Asseinbly Hall, and G-
nish a chieap and bighly-appreciated exbibition to the
ragged urchins of the Conongate. It §s a corious pro8i-
tion that the Comminiiner bolds in the Assembly,
Representing his royal mistress, ke is present (o sgnify
the protection and countenarce of the State afforded
to the cburch, but he w permitied %o take no part in
thoe deliberavons ¢f & church which acknordedges no
temporal head. Mo is present, but not in any way &3
sistig 10 the proceedinge; obrarving, bot not interice
teng It is undérstood that under certam circometan.
ces he mizht interfere, but it would be very diffienit
to define thesa circumstances, Once 1n the slormy
days beforo the secession of 1843, the Commissioner
was appealed to, but he tool cate ta make 8 gunerak
reply, which sigmfi<d nothing whitever.

THE COMMISSIONER'S ¥Ine? LEvER,

* Let ussuppose that the day appeliored for tho meel
ing of the Assembly has come as last. It is ushered in
with 3 great ringing of bells, and his Grace the Lard
Hizh Commusioner—we give himall bis bonors—holde
bia first levee. Ey ten o'clock in the wornirg gread
crowds are throngzing the usually quist precincts of
Holyrood. Going with the crowd, we are carried &p
stairs to the picture-giilery, a long and narrow cham.
ber, of antiqus aspect, hung round with faded portraite,
T levee is very numerausly attendad. Membera of
Assembly, maguteates, judges and barristers, ndlitary
men—in short, every person of the least #amliag in
Edinburgh and its neirbbourhoed—all g4 1o oy their
devoirs to the represerdative of royalty,

* On entering the pioture Gallery we perceived the
Hiab Commiss:oner, a tall, bald old man, arayed in
unjlorm, attended by Ius chaplam and porse bearer, in
court-dresses,and by a couple of pages, boys of trelve
or thittean, in sed coats, white breechies, cocked hats,
acd swords. The demand for hair powder cn the part
of all the officials at Holyrood muas certamly tond to
raise the prico of that cummodity. Fach pereon who
12 presented passes before bis Grach, with a profaund
bow of greateror less awkwardness; and it is amuysiag,
alter ono has passed the ondeal, 1o notice the awe-
stucken faces of some of the country minizlers, in fesrs
ful expectaton of what fies beose them,

= It 15 revarded that & numbar of yoars since, the
Ynivery of Glasgow propared a0 adirgss of congrat-
ulvbin 1o the Berl of Errol, the CommicDerof that
dsy, and introsted the presentation of itto the Prineia
ral. On enterirg the fires, nee-rsom he eye of that

" 4nd bis chaplain on bis

gentlcmen was unlyeki-v eyuaht by a dazzling group
the mgisrates of Edinburgh, Prewopring &, mosg !

pal st encofelt Natilie must Lo the Commissioner,
and xpproacting the Balhe ®ith poesd revotees ba
procecied torend s wlivess, Tha worthy majdste
Was thun-dentrock hevond thi pawar of wereah, atd
it wra kot Ll the Frineipsl bad mats s end of vjreak.
in2 that he bacame xware «f Lis mistake,

* W understand that from eight bundred (o one
thuusand individuale s wioally presented st the flst
levee, #0d abuur thres hundred of the®, selrcted gt
Ui dlpcration of the purer-Leirer, recvive vitatinaug
t dinftar at the Palace Inthe evening  ‘The Cuanilv
ownre Ras & laeyy dinner parry e¥ery day, hot the pare
Iy 6 the fivet day of the Awetilly ¢ tuch the wwost
namerjue.

PROCEZ3IOX ©0 2R RIoI Cuvkell.

“The leves twing aver, the Commisd ner goes in
#Hate to attend divine servbd B0 the ik Oluoreh of
Edinburgh, tt® sena ef denny Gl 1 exploite, The
PRoCesion id veali¥ anduspining ane.  Tha @reels Rera
hined with cavalry; and a3 we 1o ked oF tle r€ally fiun
animals winch most of the troopery brstrols, we could
Mot but*own & wirh tolhe our naily, 1w thivk such
horseatetheir taili® A tremtsnd o ceuwd enceupiul
She Tuot pavement jand ovorg wiadow ol tha tali Llack
houses along the line was cramm=1 Wwith humin fagws.
The sherifly, bailics, and Judzen, all pereayed in thelr
rohes, occupied the furemast carriages; 1ho Commais.
eloner came dast, i a eatziane drawn by ex horeas, pre-
vcaded by & troop of cavalry, Al thes Deralid] s rexgure
ces of Seorland were of courss =iiployed ta add dfni-
ty 1o thia allaie; and e the parady swent slowly yast,

amid the Jubilint siraing of twa fine tnilitary bandy, it
weas evident that the sight affirded utmsinglad satisface
£108 to the thousinds who witnessed it Arrived attho
Ihieh Church,lus Graca was tecmved by thy Bhenifl of
Mud-lothian, and conducted 22 3 throne vrected under
& Hiamsive canopy, in the front of thy pallery facing the
pulpit. Tue front pews of the tws siie falleries wero
occupied by 50 mazistrates and Jjudges, and by seme
i the clerscal offivials of the Awsembly.  The rerviey
o8 thiv ocealon iz always conducted by the Mosderaror
bt Preadent of the previous Geger Asseaibiy s this
yeur Dr. Bell, minkter of Lunlithy W, & clergyman
whoss dignity of appearence and ma nes well fi¢ bim
for such » pontion,

 Whoever goes to the JTrzh Chur & on the opebing
day of the Assembly, will certainly bearx sennon clare
scterised by good seose, g 0l tasts, xnd Fweat Jeetion
fer the Kutk, but will sellom find anytling very striv
king either 1 matter or manner. There are extepe
ticnal cases now and then, when aoch & wan as Chals
mere, a great nireacher a3 well as politician, is the vx.
Moderator.  We remember well the eloquent Gisrourzg
hie preached in that capacity ; and fik-wiso tha astan-
ishinert he excited in some ofvur English triends {wha
had not heard bim preach before, and tyere unpreparel
for bis oddities of aveent) when he gave out his text,
 Hae that is unjust et him bo unjust stull s and be that
s fulvey, ot lim be fulthy snell? .

4 Borvice being concluded in (he Hizh Chureb, thera
i agteat rash to the Assembly Hally which is withiy
threo buntlred vards ;and every cornier of i3 is speedily
thronged,

TIEZ ASSEMDLY JIALL.

#1ts firet anpect is extremely immposing, Itisa
gothie builliny, with 3 very hazdsyme groimeG rocfe
wlizh somewhat ¢ffends the eye by its overdlatness,

_The intention m this deviation from the canons of Go.

thi; rchitecturs, wsz 10 render voices speakmg from
any pont i the wall moro easily lewrd. A1l the
Tencles ave of mawivo cak, a0d kuvs crimson cushiors.
The place allotied to the altar in England oceupied
by & dais, clovated abont six feet abave tha floor of the
Lonso and antlosed by s manivo railing of aak. In
the centre of this platform slands the threne, surmonn-
ted by a canopy ot rickly carved ok, In this throns
sita the Comamuseionsr, his patec-bearer on his right,
lefty and sorrovnded not only
by pages, yecmen, and horalds, bat by &n array of the
beatty, raek, and 1astuon of thenei skbonrbood, LA it
tle auterest with the porse-bearer (who is & rgoch great
er @an than tho Commussioner,) will procura an order
of admision 10 ths Throne-Gatliry, which can sctem-
modsate forfy or fity pereons,

* Immedwmtely in frous of tha Tirene.CGallery, on a
slighty raiaed platform stands the chuir of the 3olera.
tory who site wits hia hark towards the €. njesianen
He alwavy wears a court droas under full eananicals
& Larze table {4 plaved tefare the Mojerator’s chuir, at
which au6 the claiksof the Chargh, twa cleeavaen in
canopical; the Procusator, or Attamey Genevsl of the

chureh, o gown snl. wig; 2le lamssgent ox solidror

{or many years, 164 who, st muat by eanfasasd, exerglse
A eplecopal ruls over she proceedinge of the oase
ot qquits vonslelen® with tha idez of Prabytarian
puraty.

OFENING OF THE AL -3t0NK,

“The Asombly bavig mer, the ulerator rises
in bia placs, wnd beging i prov-elivge with praver,
He thon aldres-ey the Asembly, tlaske jts membiorg
bor thwir kindara during Lis topin of lllrey and pros
Ioves pamg one 1o his successay in the chale, The
EoMwlerators, at meeting for the purpore, liave
eelecte Ithein livelual thyy proposd, that the Anemably
almost invaribly sqrees utanimonsly i theic recops
mendation, Having been vloted, the new Molerator
is intreluced by the (Boalsof gha Court, atrayed In
full conrt drvec and cananicale, The smw Malerator
takes tim chyir, and Teran ehopt pryer for divide
gudance in the debibiraty ya upn which the Jaysa ls
to enter,  Then, having first weked tho pozrmgon of
the Assembly, be torns ta 1l Commisgan ¢, and ax.
preces thy satitaction of the Conrt ‘at Lis Jirezenpe,
the affection uf the Chacel 1o tha Threne, agd tha
Gape entertained by tha court that all jta preseedinge
may bo eonducted with such piepri-ty ag sy war.
sant Lis Grace In rponing favourally ¢i them ta kis
toyal mistrese,  Tua Crramiaioner shen briefly ad.
dreses the Avemldv. We should mention that the
style emploved hoik: by Muderator and Commisizner
in addressing tha Assembly 1, © KRishy Reverend and
Right Houorable” Apt the members of the Awegibly
siand during tha Coimiseivner’s sddress, gnd hkewire
whils a fottor from the 3overeizn isreal, expressive of
confidenco in the Assembly’s widag, and drmining
ittoits business with a prayer for the Divine blese
sing.

“ The ceremonid] of cpening boing thus ended, ke
Assembly proceeds to da the work belore it Thers,
always a great deal to do, and net mogl, time ¢9 ¢
in. The paeiod tor which the conrt 1  allowed tr
being fixed by law. Tho Assetnbly niways uecl‘ o
Thutsday, and must end ugon the Maunday wer'h"

MORE LEVEES BY THE QUEKN'S co.\'mn'sgf"

& Tho Commirsianes Lold: two or thrcs Jus? d““."g
the siting of the Asserobly,  Thers 14 w“ which
all tho judges atad barriders go, any ang'f, U100 the
Queen's tirthday, the 244, of Alay, to «wh all who
ko sre expected to apprar in court ¢ Ha Geace
lias & Goner pariy At 0o paiacn en, CHRG €x0E
that of her Maj2sty’s hirth day, yg "bich the Lorm-
“missioner’s Wite, or some fomate ,g'i‘"’ (1t ke s un-
married) has an evening party Gentlemen only are
invited to dinner, in numbery Ty (siter the first
day), from fitty tn oug hunge+ The dnners nre of
the hacdsomest kind, and 1y 20ntract being (a8 un-
bappily the xecords of theourt of semion can tell)
for s evary luzury ¢f the f2on It 15 an established
jostitutian that thers sha‘“l"‘}", be green Peason the
Jirst day of the Asseml!: avd thero is & traditiin that
the gostly dish was o1 votirely devoured by a coun-
Lry minizter, quite yaware 2! at it had teea provided
for tho use of 1he Camissioner and his most distin.
guishied gaests only.  The Comussioner sits on one
side of the table, niway Lotween !'s ends ; the Mode-
rator, who dineswith him overy day, sits opposite.
When Dr. Cialiers waf Moderator, he procured the
abolizien of thy funday dinnars.  The toasts after dine

1 niee are all give; in the shortest possbile form by ibe

conmissioner dmall, with the exeeption of the healths
of the Commisoner's wile, which is proposed by the
Maderator. he fast toast is mlways # Prospenity of
the Church 0 Scotland,¥ and dircatly after it, the
Comminsionefrices and the party breake up. There
ars ng speedte.  When Locd Alanstirtd was Comimise
sioer, bw gitertaininents were on the most megnif.
cent sale. ; Bis draming room was attendsd by
clout sizteen hundred persons, cud champagne and bur
yundy fowad wt b table in a way which bis sucecssor
t ¢ffice but 5ot attempred Lo emalate.
TDK MOYZRATOR SPEXDING A THOUSAND INILADS. _
* ‘Themaderator bas apartments provided for Bim
at Berry's Hotel, in the west end of Edinburgh.
Every inozning, at 9 a.M., he 5a: p breakiast party,
which 11 atiefrded by from one bundred toono hundred
and ity ladi-s and gentivioen.  The scens is 2 gay
one. The tables are set out with Sot houss planis sent
by the neighbpring famil ce  'The room 1e & very lofiy

andhaudeome one, The lillax sre dressed in ther
thoat becoming abire, and radiant wih their bappiest

tetnper,  Tha entmtanment B bri-f: besinning very
punctually at nine v'eln X, it is over lang belore ten,
The moderator 3. allowed £200 (ene thousapd dallar),



