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soulided to iiii as the voiceof oln angry multitude
iii choc-- of him, every waving braiicl tutu quivering
Ibotght lookcd tu hin as a sword or staff slaîkcn over
blis liond. Yet, stili hoe durst not look belîind lii,
sîi hie litilted not ; but on, on hie rail in breatiies:,
buste.

[le came to the place we bît.ve befoe described,
wilore a gontie siopo led UJ) front the wider rond tu,
;!.e linrrov pathi skirtin g tlle precipice. Ile rasi up
it in brcaîbless haste ; ttee grey îwviligliî was just
beginung to appear, %viiet by il lie sitW standing fin

Cie riahit befure him a %vild lookini! figure,
whose liait and garmnîcus streanied iu tCio md
irnînoveable as the rock that, o.verhiungit.. Ile
patused and staggered. 'lihe words of Scripturc
twiîtch lind once terrified hlim in an couquenit preach-
er's mouth came te [lis titou- lits. ' Fiat via illorum,
îenebroe et lubricum, et Atigelus Domini coaretatus
cos.I* Ile thougrht of Balaain stopped by an a% en-
glîîg anget in the narrow patb. Lt seemed te hlm,
as if thtc saine judgmo,,nn had overtaken lîimt in tbis
Most perilous pass. And yet the torror of what hie
itad loft behînd Itim urged ln on, and hoe deter-
inined, lit ail risks, to face any danger before lumni,
S) int lie mighit reach lus home. 1-ie rtishod for-
ivard ait once te the object of blis terrar, but stîi it
iioved net ; lie stood close to it, and it stirred not.
liet gazed upDn it with mingled terrer and anxicty-
it %vas hi$ wifo

Tîxero site stood, as if bereft of sensc and speech,
on the very brink of thc precipice, looking ititeîîîiy
<lowvt n m its depthi. Site sav lm nul, site heeded
hlmn mit ; and even Mvien hie had grasped lier arm
and addressed hier by lier liante, and told lier whu lie
%vas, site started not, and turned nut ton'ards lijîn,
but stili kept lier eyes in the saine ditection.

' Annette !' lie cxclainied, alnîost, distracted withi
Omis netw sorrow, ' what is there belowv tiere, tîat, su
rivets your siglit and mini '

She replied ZDnet, but only pointcd nt a white oh-
ject beliw.

' What is that' holi again asked -a white stone '1
sornie sliep iii thse valley V&

1Yes,' site rcplied, and thev were lier first words
o ur pwn lamb-Marie.'
«How ?' cried out theic retched mai), « %vhat is

she doing there P'
At those words, bier sense sceed to return ta

the unhappy moîlier, anid turning round, and caliuly
cenfronting lier husbnnd, site said te billm

1 Pierrot, yen have no doubt forgot;en that titis
ni-lit is the sc,.ermîb anniversary of our dear child's
rui7aculous recovery. This mc,:nling we %vere going
to our Sancýuary n while in silenice, by the dear
ligt of iis Iamp, belote she put off Il:e white robes.
She was iripping ightiy and securely beforo nie,
when suddenly wc lost sight of th ic lmht from the
lanip ; nnd site nnturally ilîinkin- (as 1 should have
donc hud 1 been first) %hot il %vos tune to turn, did
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§ù>, and fulIl ovcIr UIc precipce. i gavc but one
shrick, aind full down sen)scless.!

P>ierrot fuit as if a sîvoîd wzis driven throur h lus
hear.. lu au tone of agony hoe ex.*:Ilihned 1 have,
thon, titis nilit îîîurderedi my child !it %'as 1 whio
put out t ic lampi V antI before bizq %' le cemîld sto 1)
hini, Ilfiniht flîing liiiisef over the edge of thme pro-
cîpice ; atit scîzîin- lîcl of Ille %veak slîrubs whiclî
grew front ils clefis, hî<c let liisclf dlovi froin cra g
to crag, by a patlî wvich Ilie n) )st daring, hunmer
%vould not have ventured to Irv. Fragments of' rock
crunibled frein undler bis féet and rolled dowuî vitli
terrible rosir, thîe bushes crashied anmd craielled as hoe
tore titroughi thora, regaîrdk'ss G ru r *Ca!~ r and
ii a few moments lie stood, or rather k!neeled, by thie
object at. wli hlis wifu had l)oified.

It %vas the body oflis daughîter, lyin.g, placid as if
asleep, in a sofî bralie. Net7a Ilumb %va-» brokcn, flot
a feature dtscoinposed, nîota scratch or rent inflicted
on lier bier or garmnlts ; Ille very garland which site
bore as an oirering wvas euhil in lier band, anmd lier
Mhille cloak. %vos gatficred gracefully around huer.
Tfite bodJy of St Caturine, carried by aitgohs te
imounit Stnud, could not hanve booiî more genily -laid
down by their hands. For se light and brisli hail
been lier stop, tbat sile <id flot stunible or slip over
tie perilous edge, but fIew over, clear of ils sur-
face ; and lîfe mnust have been oxtinct williont painu,
long before site reached the ground below.

Pierrot kneit by lier sido, fur sorte time, ini deep
atiguisit, but 'n earne-st prayer; thon taking lier in
lus amis, as reverently as lie wvould have handied a
sacred rclic, proceeded along thé valley fill he carne
to the sanie siopo whvlîi lie fiad ascemided, itd very
différent feelings, a few moments bofore, ani return-
cd along tie path Ice tie place where lie lind left his
ivife. Hie foun(.liher stilî rivetîed, as if cntranced te
the spot. Whcn lie brought lus precious burthen
riear lier, shte shed net a tour, she grave not way In a
sindcl expression of lier wonatily grief-ber mind
seeîncid absorbed in the censideratjon of what had
occurred, wlîjchi seetnod to lier someihing miore
mysIorious titan a more accident or a iuinan event.

Site pressod lier îips with deep devotion, on the
pale, but yet w~arm, hroîv of hem cliild, aî-d addressed
lier liusband ln these words

cPierrot, thc wvords whicli you justi now spolie, re
buried for oeor ln the faiîhful bosonà of your wife.
But îhîey have recalled te, my mind the words of your
prayer just seven years age, when you bcgged for
yotir chiîd's 111e, until sorte sactilegious hand extila
guislied thc lamp belore the altar. Do yen rernem-
ber P' Pierrot's frame quivered, as lie made n sign
of aissent. Site continued ' ThMen, yeur prayer Jvas
hourd le thîe lettec ; anîd you have ne ricinît. corn-
plain.C

' But she, tee, liath prayed long and earncstly for
two faveurs, and amie nt least lias been granted Shte
liad cntrcaoed, not tu be periîîtîed te put off the
wvhite garinenits vhiich coiisecrated lier to (3od anîd

r lis BI3cssed jN1loUîer, but te bc laid la them on lier
bier. 1 th'ouglît'bui a few lîoL,- ago, that thore ivas


