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A The progress made in this country
"“L, during the past quarler of a century
B is almust starthing, and few, if any,
Vne pasa places can show more growth and im-
e provement than the town of Portugu
1a Praivle, situated on the main line of
the Canadian Pacific raflway, 6 miles
Do aest of Winnipeg. The name Portage
1a Pratrle was given to the spot by the
fur traders, many of whom In travels
I'ng between Fort Garry and the coun-
Th Az M try to the north of Prince Albert and
— Edmonton, came up the Assiniboine
dver 1o this point and Partuged across
to Lake Manitoba, thus avoiding the
png and dangerous rapids near the
mouth of the Saskatchewan river. The
Hudson's Bay Company early erscted
010 the post here, which 18 still-to-be geen,
PEbEng and Is one of the “sights" shown to
visltors.
When Immigration  began to
"c.' &t In to this country one of the first

sections 10 be settled was the Portage
plalns, of which this {8 the centre and
principal market town. It was not
long before this district became known
far and wide for the great crops of
wheat produced, so much so, in fact,
itat the Portage Plains became the
standard by which, in later days, other
districts were judged as to thelr value
for farming purposes. Soon the home-
steads were all taken up, and with the
flling up of the country the town ot
portage }a Prairle began to grow, and
as the farmers Increased the area of
fsnd wnder cultivation. and got Into
etter clrcumstances the merchants of
the town enlarged thelfr stocks and
others started In business, so that as
the farming community now living on
ite Portage Plains Is considered to be
among the wealthlest in Manitoba, ro
are tha stores of Portage la Pralrie re-
qarded as among the best in the pro-
vince. It ts some Years since o census
w18 taken, and it iy, therefore, difticuld
to state Just what the exact population
of this town is now, but it §s safe to
sty that it will crowd the 4,000 mark
petty close.

The main business street is a very
xide thoroughtare, almost too wide in
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cularly  pleasant place In which to
visit or live.
1t has exceptionally  good raflway

accommodation.  Reing on the main
line of the Canadian Pacific rallway
it has direct. connectlon with the east
and west. The Munitoba and North
Western rallway, for which this was
the headquarters for many years, runs
through a good sectlon of country,
and hrings o considerable amount of
business to this point. 1‘he Northarn
2eltle rallway has  a branch from
Winnlpeg. This was recently extended
in a northwesterly direction and a
branch also bullt north to the shores
of Lake Manitoba, In connectlon with
this Jatter branch It might ‘here he
mentfoned ‘that it is the understood ine
tentlon to make a summer resort at
Its terminus at the lake and an hotel
and cottages are to be bullt this sum-
mer and every accommodation fure
nished to campers and other visitors.
The Canadian Northern Rallway Co's
traing for the Dauphin and Swan river
districts also start from here, As
a result  of the excellent rail-
way faollitates o large business s
transacted with outside points,

With a reputation such as Portage
ia Prairie has gained as a grain cen-
tre we would naturally expect to sce
some flour mills, and in this respect
we find that it 18 well served, The
Lake of the \Woods Milling Co. has a
very fine flour mill of over 700 barrels
dally capacity. _This mii was erected
in 1882 by the Portage Milling Co.,
from whom 4t was purchased in 1801
by the Lake of the Woods Miling Co.,
who remodelled it thoroughly, doubling
the capacity. Everything about the
place I8 kebt marvellously olean and
the engine room would be a revelation
to most engineers. Employment s
given to about thirty hands.

A. Brown & Co., ot 'Toronto, last year
purchased the mill and elevator of the
Farmers’ Elevator Co. They have
changed the maohinery considerably,
enlarging the capacity from 200 bar-
rels to about 250 barrels per dey. Ad-
joiring the mill is an elevator of 125,-
000 bushels capacity.

Metcalf & Son have an oatmeal mill
of 100 barrels dajly capaocity. Rolled

" ing mill

and Northwestern and other ilnes cen-
tevring-here. From May until the end
of December last year 105,000 pounds
of butter were made and shipped out,
principally to British Columbia points.
The capacity of this plant is 2,000 1bs.
per day and a larger business is look-
od for this scason.

All the difterent lines of business are
well represented. G, B, Housser &
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additlonal Stock the Lafferty block, on
the opposite slde of the street, has been
sceured and 18 being fitted up for that
purpose,

The premises. of the Hudson's Bay
Co, are among; the dnest here. This
company has earned a name for Keep-
ing the best grades of goods, and their
stock at this polnt can well uphold this
reputation. The premliges are very

Merchants Bapk Building, Portage la Prairie

Co., lumber dealers, have been in bus-
iness ‘here many years and have been
extending thelr operations untll now
they have branches at MacGregor,
Bagot. Mecdonald and Willow Range,
in addftion to thelr large yards at
Portage 1a Prairie. In connection with
the lumber business they have a plan-

Last year the Keewatin Lumber Co,
bought the lumber yard of Wm. Arm-
strong and . M. Taylor's planing
‘mill and Jumber yard. The Rat Port-
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‘act, as it does not show off to advan-
uge the hulldings Hning either slde,
230y of which prove to be, on close
bervation, much larger and hand-
ter than o first glance would indi-
. A wide street Thas its advant-
and the whole town

mine.

2 3 This place has many
toral advant

ages to make it a pretty

I“ It Is Lullt near the Assinibolne
of. rer, the banks of which are lned
08 th trees It would be hard to find
. prettter drive during the summer
ot a that along the slough road to the
est, Hudson's Bay Co. fort, and this is
xef one of the many pleasant drives ’
b had here. Great care has been
en algo in planting trees and gard-
and laying out lawns around most
" tbe restidences, so that during the

+ months this town .Is a part!-

oats, oatmeal and rolled wheat of a
supetior quality are supplied by this

fiem.

While the Portage Plains are known
as among the best wheat producing
districts of the world we must not
overlook the dact that 1t 1s also well
adaptad to mixed farming, and in some
sectlons @ great deal of attention s
given to cattle raising. and dairying.
Along the shores of Lake Manitoba are
a Jarge number of settlers who grow
very little graln, but devote their en-
ergles principally to cattle breeding,
dairying and fishing, in many
other parts more or less attention is
given also to dairying and stock rais-
ing. The Portage _central creamary
was started in the spring of 1890 by J.
Bousfleld, who had g creamery at
Brandon, but moved his plant to this

int with the object of getting the
rade oft the Dauphin, the Manitoba'

age Lumber Co. also established a
branch last year ‘under the manage-
ment of A. R. Stevens, iate of Cypress
River. They erccted a shed

feet and will handle lumber and build-
ing materials of all kinds.

Among the atores we find  several
with very ‘heavy stocks. J. & E. Brown
thave been in business here for thirteen
years., Two -years ago last fall they
moved ‘into thelr present commodious
quarters, which were bullt specially
for them anad planned 8o carefully that
few, if any, improvements could be
suggested. The hwilding is T5x80 feet,
three storles’ and basement, all of
which is occupled by them with the ex-
ception of the top flat. They handie
all the Jines usual to a general store,
a8 well as organs, planos, farm im-
plements’ ard live stock. The 4m-
plement branch is just belng added
this-spring, and .to eccommodate this

handsome and the interior is 1aid out
In 2 manner calculated to display the
stock to good advantage. .

The T. A. Garland Company, who
have carried on buslness ‘here for
many years In the west end, last year
moved thelr bullding into the business
part of the town. Before occupying it
agaln, however, they had it remodei-
ted and enlarged, making It now 150«
32 feet, with three stories and basc-
ment.  The different floors are fitted
up in very elegant style, a special fea-
ture being the glass counters and large
mirrors, which show off the stock " to
great advantage. Down the cen-
tre of the millinery  depart-
nent mirrors have been piaced so
that it is impossible to look in any dir-
ection without seeing some stock. The
entire bullding is occupled by this firm
and a general stock is Kept.

Morrow Bros. are among the young-
er merchants here. A little gver two
years ago they opened out in the gen-
eral store business and have succeed-
ed in working up & nice trade.

T.- & W. Miller, hardware merchants,
have been In business here for twenty-
flve years. About a year ago they
erected & solid brick, two storey block,
G)x105 feet, which they are now oc-
cupying. This gives them onc of the
best stands fn the town.

‘There are i great many other good
stores here which  we wwould ke to
make spacial mentlon of did space per-
mit. There are two brick yards, pump
factories, toundries, two tri-weekly,
and a dally newspaper, ctc.

The Bank of Ottawa, Imperial and
Merchants banks have branches here,
which {8 an indication that a large
amount of business is transacted.

By courtesy of the proprietors of
“The Manitoba Liberal” we show in
this issue photo-engravings of some of
the principal bulidings here,

The court house was bullt about six
years ago. It Is a very handsome
brick dullding and well lald out inside.
Adjolning 4t is the jall,

The town hall is of brick. In It are
the councll chambers, police station
and a public hall.

The fre hall is & solid brick bulld-
ing erccted about <six years ago. A
volunteer brigade {3 avalinble whon
required, and the equipment for fight.
ing fires is very complete.

The land titles office 18 a substantihl
brick bailding of one storey.

Possibly the finest bullding et this
point is the post office, which was
erected a few years ago at a cost of
about $£30,000. It is of Calgary Stone
and-ig a very handsome structure. In



