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PORTAGE LA PRAI.RIE
NOTES DYV A COMMERCIAL CORRESPONOi3Nr.I

Thé, ;rogress matie ln this country
durinto the Ixîit quîr'er ef a century
is tilittisi siartiiiig. andi tew, If any,
places cati shuv more growth andi lm-
proveffletIi than the tewn of i'ortatî.
la prairie. situaiteti on the nmain IlnoeDt
the Cunadian Paelflc raiiway. 56 miles
%stî or Winnipeg. The namne Portage
la P'rairie was, given te the spot by the
fur tr.aders. mtlny et whoni ln travel-
i'ng betiven Fort Garry anti the coun-
try b0 the north et Prince %Ibert andl
Edlmonton, camne up the Assiniboine
river te 4th1s peint anti Pertatget across
bo Lake Manitebti. tlîus avoldilng the
long otrad dangerous rapide near the
moulli of the Saskatchewvan river. The
liudsoa's Bay Company early erecteti
the poot liere, which la still-.to-Ise aeen,
and la one et the "lsiglits" shown te
dltore.

when Immigration began ta
jet Irn te titis country ene of the fi,.qt

e Io tebc settied %vae the Portage
pilas, of whlch this la the centre antd
princIpa.l mîarket tewu. It was net
long betore this district becanie known
far andi wide for the great crops of
-xheat î'rodîtiedt. su muclî ae, liu tact.
that the Portage Plains becîlme the
standard by whicii, la Iater tinys, otiier
districts ivere judged as te iheir value
for farifnlng purpoees. Soon the home-
sîeads %vere aIt takea up. andi wlth thei
tiling up ot the country the towu oft
p'artagc la Prairie began te grew. anti
as -the tarmers Increaseti the arta et
land tinater cultivation. anti got luto
teitr clrcumrstances the merchants ot
tht to%çn eniargeti their etocks andi
otlters starteti lu business, se that as
tbe tartiig community now ltvlng on
the Pertage Plains la contsidereti te lie
alnîng the wealthiest lu Manitoba, Poe
are the stores et Portage la Prairie re-
pardoti as among the best la the pro-
rince. It la some yeamalsnce a cousus
iras talten. andi It la. theretore. ditileul,
insstet Jest what the exact populatian
of IhIs teWn la now. but It la sale tu
iy that It ''ll crovd the 4,000 mark
V:etty close.
The mafin business street la a very
ie thoroughfare, almeat tee %vide lit

Lakte otf

Uci. as it doca net show off -t ativan-
tie ic Iidngs Iiiung eStter %Ida.

aany et vhtch prove te bc. on close
bocavailon. muci larger anti hanti-
%r.r thtan a linat glance woulti Indu-

Êt. A %vide street lias ils ativaut-
tes hoever. andtihie whle towu
.cen the iîiiprésslon te a visaiter et
MmliL..' This place lias many

atural ailvantages te make it a pnetty
It Is ault near thie Assiniboine
her i baua et uvhich are lineti

th tre's, It woulti Oc liard te fiud
Preltier drive durIng 'the surmener
i that aelnealsiugh roati te the
liudsoîi's Biay Co. fort, anti tis le
o ne of the many piesisant drlî'cq

>t hati iec. Great care lian b-en
tna4 ilIn plantlng -trocs anti gard.
and liylng eut laWne anouni mnt

the reoideuces, se tiat durng the
rnionihe thtis foira ls a parti-

<'ularl3 pleasant place ln whielî te
vl4it or live.

it. lias exioeîuiiontîllY geood railway
iicc:nieolalon Iiing on the main

line efthei Calnaian Pacilc ralway
It lias direct, connection wlth the enatt
îtir wvent. The .ianltoba anti North
'tVe»tprn railway, for whici -this was
t he licadniuartersi for rny years, runs
Itirough a geooi section of country.
uîn(' bringa a ensiderable ameuant et
business te. tii peint. 'l'lie Nortbqrn
Paclîfle raiiway lias a branci front
%Winnuiîag. Tlhis was reently extendeti
ln a northwesterly direction andi a
brandi aiseo bulît north to the shoes
of Lake Manîitoba. lu cennection witlî
tliu latter bratîcli It rougit 'lîre lia
tiientienti 'that i ls ith undersicoti lit-
tendtotn te inake a surmuler resort at
lis teriiilnus at the laite anti an hotel
uiid cottages are to be built 4this suit%-
aiet, anti every accommodation fur.
uiltilîed te campera anti otller visoitea.
Thie Canadian Nerthern ltailwvay Ce la
trains for the Dauphin anti Swan river
clîstrîcîs alio start tront here. As
ta resuit ot the excellent rail-
%VUaY taollltates a large business la
trans.'ctedl with outalde points.

lVitli a reputatiou sucn as Portage
la Prairie hias gaineti as a grain cen-
tt*e ivo Woulti naturaity expeet te ee
setie heour mille, and lu thtis respect
wve tlnd that It la well servei. The
Lake et the '%Vood. Mliig Ce. hbas a
verY fine Ileur miii et over î00 barrela
daily caipaciiy. This onill 'was erectel
lu 1882 by the Portage Mllliag Co..
front wloie it vas ptîrchased ln 1891
1»' tie Lake of the WeVoods Milllng Ce.,
whe reniedellei It t.boroughly. doubllng
*ie capaclty. Evea-ything about tie
place 15 kept marveliously olean anti
thc englue rooni would lie a revelatien
te mnost engineers. Dmploynient la
gl"cn te about thirty hands.

A. Blrown & Ce.. tif Toronte. iast yitar
îîurcho.seti the qntl ant levater et the
l'armers' Elevator Ce. T1hey -have
changeti thc maohinery conslderably,
enlarglng the capacity tromn 200 bai'-
re>late about 250 barreis per day. Àd-
Jolilng thie miii la an elce'ater of 1253,-
000O bushels capaclty.

tietcalf & Son have an oatmeal miii
ot 100 barrels deily capaoity. Rolleti

andi Northwestern andi other Ulnes ceri-
tering'here. Front May until the endi
or December lat year 105,000 pouids
ot butter iWere matde anti shippeti eut,
prlnclpalliy tu Blritish Columbia poinlte'
Thle capacity of this plant le 2,000 Ibo.
Ver day andi a larger business In look.-
cd %fur this seainon.

Ail the different fines of business are
weli reprîesented. G. B3. iusser &

c2f)

aditItonai eock the Latterty block, on
the opposi te aide ot the street, hias been
secureti and la belng fitteti up for tiont
îîurpose.

The promises9 or the liudsorts Blay
CO. 'ire amnong1 the âinest here. Thîis
cemlpany hait cariîed a shaie for keeli-
lng the best grades of geetis, andi thelr
stock at ths point can %vieu uphold titis
reîîUtatlîîn. The lîrenîlses are very

Merchants Rank Building, Portage la Prairie

Ce., lumber dealers. thave beea la bus-
iness -here many years anti have been
extending t.lielr operatIons untîl now
they have branches at MatoGrecor.
ilagot. Macdoenaldi andi Wllew Range,
lu addition te their large yards at
Portage la Prairie, la onnection with
t'le lumber business tiiey have a plJan-
-ing miii.

Last %-car the KCeewatin Luonher Ce.
beuglit the lunober yarti of Wm. .AMo-
strong and J1. M. Taý'Ior's planing
-mli anti lumber yard. 'Nie Rlat Fo«'-

b. Wooeu ULIi anti ElevatorPortage la Prairie

osas, ontoneal anti rolleti whoat et a
superior quallty are suppied by tItIS
fim.

'%Vhile the Portage Plains are kaown
.as aaneng thne laet whbeat pnOduclng
districts et the woend we munet net
overleek the ctct tohat It le aise well
adlaptati te nuixedti frmiug, anti ln sorte
sections a great deal ot attention la
given te cattle traising- anti tiairyng.
Along the shores of Lakte Manitoba are
a Iarge number et settlers who grow
t'ery ltle grain, but tievote their eon-
orgies priucipallY te cattie breeting,
dairi andi fling, andi ln niany
other parts more or lems attention la
gîven alse, te d.atryng andi Stock Tain-
Ing. Thle Portage central raiy
n'al startei lu tine sprmîg t 1890 bY J.
iloustielti, whine dt a Creane-y s.t
Brandon, but muovedi lits plant te tItis
peint it tin o bJect of getting tobe
tide off the Dautizho, theo Manitoba'

age Lumben Co. ase established a
bratndi last year'untier thie manage-
ment et A. IL Stevens, late «! Cyvreàs
Jtlt'er. They erected a shied 2Or33
teet ant i01 wllandle lumber anti build-
Iug matenials of aIl kidts.

.Ânng theo stores wo tinti sevenal
withl very ineavy stocks. 3. & E. Blrown
diavo been ln business liere fer thirtecot
years. Two yens-s ago st fait the*y
moveti lute their preseut cemmotious
quartons, whIch were bailit apecially
for thent anti pianucti se caretully that
ien', It any, 'ImDlrovements coulti be
quggested. Thie h4idinjg is îGx80 ted,.
tarote steries' anti baserint, a&l of
which us occupieti by thoan witli the ex-
c.eption of tlic top liai. hle>' bantile
aI te Uinos Iasa te a general etore,
osen au otwaibts piano%, fana Ju-
pleinients'anti live stock. Thle lmi-
plernent -brancli Io jtuat beiag added
thls,*p4ne antio teaccriommdate t.hls

hantisome anti the Interior la laid eut
lu a nianuer calculateti te display the
stock te geeti advantage.

The T. A. Garianti Ce3nli'aty, \vite
hav'e carrieti on business herm for
nlan> years lu tic woat cuti. lat yeai'
moed thoîr buildilng luto the buslîîrss4
part et the towu. Ilfore occupylug la
again. howver. they liat lt reneî-
loti anti enlargei, making It non' l5.J"
52 foot. wlth three otonlec anti base-
mn t. 'l'ho dIlfcrent teers arc llttati
up lu very clegant style, a speciat ten-
titre being the glass courtiers anti large
inirror.s, w~hIch show off tie stock 'ta
great ativantage. Dowu tie ccin-
tre ef the millinerY depani-
voint nairrors have' becu piaccdsi
th'ot It la Impossible te look lu any dir-
ection Wîthout seelng somte steck. Th-,
antire building la occupleti by thls liia
anti a general stock 1s kept.

Mefrrow tiros. are arnong tire young-
er merchants here. A littie over two,
yeaz's ago tioy openei eut lu tho gen-
anal attire busIntýaa anti have succeeti-
eti lu vorkiug up a nîce tratie.

*'.& W%'. Miller, hardware nierchants.
have been lu business here for tvcuty-
lve years. About a ycar ago tliey
erecteil a soiid brick, two %torey btocle,
I'.)xlO7p teet. whlci the>' are now oc-
cupylug. This gives them oue et the
best stands lu the town.

'1hene etre a grea niany othen gooti
stores here w'iich we wvould like te
malte social mention ef did space per-
mit. There uorc ave brick yards. iiunip
tactorles. toundries, two tri-v cel>,
andt a daiiy newspapen. etc.

The Bank et Ottawa. Imiperlal andi
Merchants baniks have branches bhere,
whlch la an Indication that a large
amount ot business la t.rausacted.

13y courtesy of the proprictors et
"~The Manitoba Libenal" wec show lu
1h15 Issue photo-engraviags et semat of
<lie principal bul;dIngs here.

The court lieuse wvns bulît about sixO
years age. It la a very liantiseme
brick Quilng anti veli lad eut Inside.
Ati.lning dit la the Jaîl.

The town hall îs et borick In la are
the courrcil chambers, police station
anti a public hall.

The 91-e hall le a soli brick buIld-
ing erectei about ýsix years ago. A
vetunaceer brigade ta oataiabte wh'n
requincti. anti the ecîuipmcuet for figlia-
lng tires ls very couiplete.

'rue lnti ttles oMlce le a sub.gtantilL
brick buildinag ef eue sterey.

PossthlY the tinest building çit t.hts
Point ln the pent office, whicit vas
enecteti a tcw years ago at a cost of
about $W0.000, it la et Calgary stene
andIdla very bantisome structure. ln
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