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Enterprising Virden

The town of Virden, one of the most
progressive towns in Manitoba, is to
be congratulated in having such an
active hoard of trade. It has been
said that the Virdeu Loard of trade
is the most active and business-like
organization of the kind in Manitoba,
outside of Wianipeg. One of the dif-
ficulties ln matntaining a live board of
trade ountsud: of a large town is the
petty political strifes which crop up
in almost every community. ‘Virdon
has evidently been more free from
troubles of tius nature than most
other towns, for the business men of
the place have &ept up an  active
board ol trade lor years. herein the
busingss ween of the place show their
good sense.

one o1 the matters which has cn-
gaged the attention of the Virden
vourd ol trade is the peopling o the
anoceupled jands of their fine dix-
trict. Iliey have recently shown
fresh eneryy In this direction by the
publication of a vory haudsome illus-
wrated pamphlet, dealing with  the
town gid aistrict.  Besldes illustra-
tious of the town and raral scenes in
the vicinivy, & map is also xiven of
the territory surrounding Virden. The
work which Is being done in this way
by the Virden board of trade, while
primarily intended for the benefit of
the Virden district, will undoubteily
prove ol much benefit to Manitoha at
farge. I making known the advan-
tagres of thelr own district for settle-
nent, the board is really advertising
Manitoba. .

Some of the illustrations from the
pamphlet mentioned are reproducedjn
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The Commercial this week. That
showing the Virden elevators and the
flour mill will convey an impression,
stronger than,words, of the excellent
market facilities which the residents
of the dirtrict enjoy. It will also in-
dleato thie prosperity of the farmers'
of the distrtet.  Another Hlustration
of a rural home three miles from Vir-
den, wili stiow that it is possible even
itr a new prafrie country, to have the
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farm liome a place of beauty unc com-
fort. Wé& take the following clipping
from the pamphlot:

The county of Dennis hay an arca
of 367,080 acres and is divided into
rural municipalities of Wallace, Wood-
worth, Pipestone and Sifton. Settle-
ment  commenced in 1831 with the
ndvent of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way, and the population, both in the
ruaral districts amd the towns has
stondily increased ever since.

Tn the early days ol settlement

WHEAT SHIPMEXTS FROM VIRDEN.
1896 civ e vee wre wee wee vee sen aee 305,000
ABOT oo vor woe tee s b ke tie see 307,000

The above figures will be better ap-
precinted when it is stated that there
are about 1,600 farmers in the dis-
trict who raise wheat.

Cattle, sheep and hogs shipped, 1837,
from: the county, 227 cars. Cattle,
sheep and hogs shipped from  Virden
alone in 1897, 91 cars; 1896, 85 cars;
18935, 69 cars: 1894, 65 carxs.

Average rate of taxation in the

LAGGAN TFARM NEAR VIRDEN, MAN,

wheat growing was the principal in-
dustry,but in the last few years many
of the farmers have gone into stock
raising as well. This has proved a
great advantage to the farmers, as,
besides  materially inereasing  thelr
profits it has utilized immense quanti-
tles of fodder, which would otherwise
have gone to waste, it having been
the practice in  the early years to
burn all surplus straw and no atten-
tion belur patd to manuring. Now all
this has been changed and practical
farming s carried on generally
throughont this district.

municipalities of the county. Wallace,
$5.10 per 160 acres: Pipestoue, $£35.18
per 160 aceres; Woodworth, 3 3-4 mills
on dollar.

Virden: (the principal town of the
county of Dennis) is located on the
main line of the Canadian Pacific rail-
way, 1680 miles west of Winnipeg. The
town is incorporated and has a popu-
Intion of 1,200. As 2 market town
tt. hns no superlor in the province,
there being six grain elevators, and o
good grist mill, which insure an active
demand for all kinds of farm produce
at current prices. Some of the best



