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Nickel and Copper Deposits of Ontario.

‘Lhe Hon, A, S. tardy, the Ootario Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, made this roferen-e to
the Sudbury doposits in the course of his recent
speech upon the new Oatario mining regula-
tions: —

As to nickel and copper, such progress has
been made that it may not be usfair to say suc-
cess is assure:l.  The bounds of the nickel-buar-
ing region are not kaowa, but they emnbrace an
aren of not leas than seventy miles in lecagth by
fifty miles in breadth, an are1 of s)ymething like
two and one quarter willions of acres.  The
Government has parted with about 135000
acces, and the remainder is still the property of
the Crown. But the area i3 continually being
widened. This is taken from the report of Dr.
Bell, of the Dominion (Geological Survey, and he
does not say that the nickel-bearing ores are
confined to the arca he has described. Since
then, and boyoad the region ho has desciibed to
Like Wuanapitac and down to the shores of
Georgirn Bay, new developments have taken
piace, and new discoveries have been made. o
is now claimed, rightly or wroogly, that these
disco~eries are not less valuable than those near
Sudbury. Uader these circumstances we are
not quite justitied in supposing that the nickel
ore is confined to the limits I have mentioued.
Seeing this, and seeing the capital that is heing
invested, it becomes a question not whether wo
shall do as they have done in tcuebece, impose a
royalty on the lands already patented, but
whother this royalty shall not be charged on
lands yet to be sol 1 and the revenueapplied for
all time to the general gaod.

The development of the nickel industry is
maioly a question of a maket. The market
thue far has absorbed about 1,000 tons per year,
aund it was not until the discovery of the nickel
mines in the penal Colony of New Caledonia
that it reached that figare.  Nickel has thus
far beeu used only fir ornamental purposes,
which would not, of course, absorb a large
quantity. But the opening of the mines at
Sudbury has attracted attentioa te it for other
and greater purposes, ana ths tendency to use
it in this way is slowly increasing. 7There has
been an offer made by the Schneiders, of France,
to take the entire output of Sudbury—at least,
of the largest mine there—for an unlimited
number of ycars, This firm manufactures the
armour-plating of the French Government,
and stands in the same relation to the
French Government that Whitworth and Camp-
bell do to the British Government, or Carnegie
to the American. The United States, it is
said, receatly made a contract for absut 12,000
tons of nickelsteel, transforming their order
for armour-plating into oune for nickel-steel-
plating, and 1 am told that these arc the con-
tracts that are no # beiny falfilled, and that the
manufacturers get every doltac’s worth of their
nickel from Sudbury. Two of the iminers are
already selling in IS irope the great part of their
output. When we were at Sadbury with the
‘Toronto board of trade last fall we we- e poiuted
to stores of matter representing a millios to a
million and a half of dolars, which hal been
accumulated as the resule of the operations at
the Copper Ciff mise. They proposed, as I
understoed it, to further refine it—to raise it
from about 45 per cent. of copper and nickel
to about 93 per cent. I apprehend also they
were reserving it in view of what was then
done or pending—the appropriations of the

Unitod Stites Gorvernment of £1,00),000 for
the purpyse of experimenting in manufactuc-
ing nickel steel for armour.plating thoir ships
and for hoavy ordnance. I have hero the re.
port of Admiral Colger and Lioutenant Buck-
ingham, of the United States navy, who visited
theso mines at the instance of the Uaited States
Government, and they tell of the tonnags taken
out of these tines. Supposing the output of
the Copper Clitf mine to be $1,030,000 a voar;
if we wero in u positioa to impase a royalty of
3 por cont. that wonld give us a revenuo of
£30,000. Tuere are aln the Dominion Mineral
Company and Viviau Mines, and others are
developing and contemplate the crection of
smelters.

The indications are that there is in the nickel
belt wealth to aflod a revenue to the proviacoe
which will ward oif the bagbear of direct taxa
tion for many ycars to come. Not that we
would immediately begin to realize. The-e has
been sold siace confederation something like
§00,000 acres of mining Jauds. Some of it has
been practivally abandoned, and much of it has
been sold over and over again under tax sales,
and it is not pretended that it is all valuable as
mining lands.  Some capitalists have simply
held by paying the taxes, and others have not
even paid che taxes. A gread deal is held by
people who scarcely know where their land is.
I venture to believe that this 800,000 ucres is a
much smaller area than the public generally
believe to have been sold. These are the
figures, however, ass nearly as they could be
learned by reasonable search in the records of
the Crown Lwnds Dipartment,

Toronto Markets.

Gicain and flour —The inrket is frm, and
millers appear 1o have very little bran or shorts
to offer. ‘I'nere were a few enquiries for wheat
but buyers were not 30 numerous as they ware
for the two or three preceding days. Values
were nominally unchanged. Standard white
and red were held at $1.05 to §106, porth and
west, with buyera at 3103 to $104.  Spring was
nominal, with buyers at 102 for 59 lbs. Mid-
fand ; SI03 was bid for 62 lbs on the C.P.R.
east, but refused. No. 2 Manitoba hard sold
at $116 and No. 2 northern at $109. No. 3
hard was held at S104.  For oats there were
more enquiry, but prices are no higher. A car
of white sull at 47c on the Midland. Two cars
mixed sold at 43¢ on the G.T.R. west. On
spot odd cars sold at.46 to 16}c.

Car prices are: (Toronto freights) —-Manitoba
patents, $6.23 to §6.40; Mauitoba strong bakers’
$5 90 to 6 10; Ontario patents, $3 to $5.50;
straight rolier, $1.75 to $£.85; extra, $4.40 to
$1.60 ; low grades, $2.50 to $4.25. Bran, Sli4.
Wheat--No. 2 white, $1.12; No. 2 spring,
$1.0t to 81.06 ; No. 2 red winter, $1.12; No. 2
bard, $1.16; No. 3 hard, &1 03} to $1.04; No.
2 northern, §1.09; No. 1 frosted, 94 to 93¢ ;
No. 2 frosted, 83 to 842 Peas—No. 2, 75 to
762 Barley —Feeding, 50 10 53:. Rye—$0 to
Sle. Curn—75 to 76¢. Qats—16 to 4S..

Uried 1euit—several small lots of dried apples
were sold by commission houses at 7§ to 8c, but
T.ter buyers would have paid Se, but it is not
likely they would have gone over that figure.
Evaporated weroe slow at 12} to 134c.

Fggs—~Demnd was good and prices were firm
at 12¢c.  Adl offered wanted.

Produce—Quotations are: Beans, $1.40 to
§$1.70 ; potatacs, per bag, $1 to §1.05 ; do., on

track, 90 to 93¢ hops, 1890 crop, 33 to 38:;
1839 crop, 10 to 25¢; dried apples, 74 to 8ic;
evaporated do., 12 to 133c; oggs, fresh, 114 to
12¢; sheopskins, $1.25 to §1.50; calfshing, G to
8¢ ; hides, green, No. I, 5 to §4c; do., cvred,
63c; weol, 18 to 193 ; chickens, 50 to 972 ; tur.
keys. per 1b., 10 to 13c; oniouns, per bbl., §2 to
82 25 ; maplo syrup, per gal., 85 to 93:; maple
sugar, 7 to O¢.

Dairy produco—There was a big supply of
butter, and prices ruled very irregular to day.
Sales were made at 11 to 153 and all for very
fair quality. Some houses were ablo to olear
their floors, while others carried over a con-
siderable amount of stock. Selections sold at
14 to }5c but tho goneral ruan averaged 124cin
lots of about 10 packages. Large packages,
with buttor sweet in quality but in poor shape,
sold at 11 to 11ic. Damaand dull for cheese
and buyers are oaly taking just suffi:ient to
keep them going. Small lots of spring makcs
sold at 104 to 10y, and factories offercd small
lots at 10¢, delivered. Quotations are : Butrer,
large rolls, good to choice western, 11 to 15¢;
dairy tubs, 11 to 14c : common and store pack
ed tubs, 5 to 8c. Cheese—New and late fall
makes, 104 to 11c; skins, 7 to 9c.

Fresh meats were without much chauge.
Dressed beef sold at 4 to 6c for forequarters
and G to 7 for hinds, Veal firmer, with choice
scarce at 9} to 10jc. Mutton easier at 7 to 9.,
top beiny for yearlings. Spring lambs werc
more plentiful, and a good many sales were
made by the pound at 17c; by the hoad sales
were made at §4 to §6.50.

Provisions—tog products were steady and
uochanged. Loag clear sold in small lots at 8
to 8ic, and therc were a few sales of smoked
hams at 1lc for heavy, and 1llje for select
weights, Quotatioes are: Mess pork, Can
adian, §15 v0 to $§17 ; bacon, long clear, per lb,
7% to 8}, lard, Canada, tubs and pails, 9} to
9yc ; smoke1 meats—hams, per )b, 11 to 1)4c;
bellies, per lb, l4c; rolls, per b, 8} to 9c;
backs, per Ib, 104c.

Groceries—Catned vegetables have brighten-
ed up again this week, and corn, peas and
tomatoes have been moving more freoly. “Toma.
toes are firm at §1.50, and a 50 case Jot sold to
a wholsale house at $1.45. Crn offers at §1 10
up, with a lot of Phwnix at 1. Peas are held
at $1.39 up. There are threo or four lots of in-
ferior peas distributed between the jobbing and
commission houses here, which have given
very great dissatisfaction to buyers. Purchas-
ors should sce that only good brands are given
them. Sugars were steady and unchanged at
$5 t0 §5.10 for no brands, §5.10 up for,br. n-
ded yellows, and at 6] to 7 for granulated.
Piogsucy sunpowders and Youog Hysousare
vory scarce and wanted at 13 to 2c advance in
New York. Here there is very little demand,
but the markst 1s firm.  Molasses are strongly
held, and some houses are asking 1 to 3¢ ad-
vance,—Empire, June 1st.

et e el () e .

The promoters of the propossd Cauadian
paint combine are meating with ditliculty in
bringing about the amslgamation of the several
factories. It is propossd to squeezs out mast
of the sm1ll manuf4 sturers, who ara vigorously
oppising the ¢)mbina anl sone of the large
makers before whom the matter has been
brought appear unwilling to enter into any ar-
rangement, or when they aro willing want
more for theie plant than the odier moubers of
the combine are willing to pay.



