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OUR MXORTS.
The presont is cortainly a 'boorn" year

for the Northwest in the direction of ex-
ports. Shipments froni the country will
ho greatly in excess of any formner year in
point of value, whilst the variety wiil aiso
be greater, severali ew articles liaving
neow entered the list of exportable coni-

odte.Early in the season TaE Com.
YFRciAL intimatél that pot.atoes would in
ail probabîlity fori a new article for ex-
port from Manitoba this season. This
haq already proved truc, and within the
iast few weeks large quantitiee of potatoes
have been moving eastward to pointa in
the aider province of Ontario. There has
also been an enquiry for Manitoba pota-
toos fron2 United States points. Potatoes
'are usually a heavy crop in this country,
but this season the yield has fairly as-
tonished the natives, whiist the size wbich.
the staple tubera have assumed la some-
thing marveilous. This is the first seanon
patatoes have been exported froa Mai-
toba, and the expert, ha al.ready assumed.
large proportions.

'Another indlustry which bas this year
cone ta the front is that of stack-raising.
It can also be clairned that this is the firat-
year in which exporta of cattie have heen.
made fromn the Northwest. Certainly a.
few h.*ad of cattle were shipped out of the
country last sesson, but this vas doue
purcly as an experiment, and for the pur-
pose af testing the cost of bandling and
the practicability of rnaking such exports.

,The shipuient of cattie nmade last year vas
suppoaed ta be under the direction af the
railway company, for the purposes stated
above, and therefore vas not a direct husi-
nesa venture. Experts of cattle this year
however, were cf a diffierent nature, and
were braught about froni the fact that

,the country naw han a surplus of cattle,
for which an autside market must ho.
found. Exrperts this year have aise heen
mnade ini such quantities as ta show soa-
thing more than experimental shipimonta.
Manitoba niay now ho said ta bc falrly
temring witb cattie. Great progress han,
bein made Ln mixed farniing in the prov-
ince wiÎhin the last few veara, espeiaily,
since the idea that Lt was anly necessary
to, grow whoat hore bas been abandoned.
The weîstorn, ranches af .Alberta are aiso

now praducing a sui-plus af catie, the

supply having this year fairly excoepded

the local requirements. The tii-st expert
abîpnients frani the ranches have heen
made iateiy, and iii a few years thera wil
undouhteffly ho a,large àtrearn of cattie
pourîng through M4anitoba annurffly, frin,
the far west, on the way ta the Pastern
markets.

It la tbougiit that stock raîsi'ng wvil
continue for seme tume te ho the principal
industry in the western portion of the
territarios, and niattors ralating ta Lt are
therefere of spocial intorest ta that part
of the ceuutry. The chief disadvantage
'which the industry ha te labor under La
the distance fri-an niarket, and the cost of
gettin- the cattle ta consuming centres.
Xf the cattie could ho slaughtored and
shipped in the foi-m af dressed meut, the
cost of transportation would -o gro"atly
reducod, but this mode of handlîng is net
always practicai. The question of Cau-
ning and curing uxoats at saine western
tewn, Winnipeg for instance, bhas aise
heen consiâerod, but the success of such
an undertaking is ta say the Ieast douht-
fui. Besidos, the quautity which could
ho disposed af hy canning and curing
would net be very great, an beef La ossen-.
tiaily a meat for cousumption iu a fresh
state. The greatest hope for the western
rancbing industry lies in the openingup
of the lludson's Bay route. This routa
would provide a short and direct way of
reacbing British nmarkets, and Lt would
also afford fucilities provided by ne other
route, for bandlitng fresh meat ta the
greatoat advantage.

This may aise bo said ta be the first
year in which Manitoba bas appeared as
an exporter of dairy products. A few-
littie driblets of butter were sput eut lat
yoar, partially an au exporinient, but ne-
tbing of auy consoqueuce wasi doue in this
direction. During :the present season,
howevor, the exportation of -butter bas.
ben carried on ta quite a large extent,
and shipmonts have beau going both east
and wot-to British Columbia westward.
and Moutreal_ eastward. The exporta-.
tien of cheese han aise comîaenced this-
vear to seme extent In British Columi-
bia Manitoa dairy preduets bave aimenti
succeoded in monalizing the nmarkots,.
within the sh6rt -space of a few menthe,
aud the sie -thing is true of Manitaba
fleur. The presentséasn haaboen favodr-
able ta the exportation af dairy products
on sicceuut af" the bigh pricos ruling in

British and castorn Canadian niurkets,
and this bas ne doubt accelerated ahip-
monts frein this country castward.

The resuit of the preient seasen has
donîonstrated clearly that the Noýthweit
must sean tako a front place an a dairy
country. The capturing by this province
of the leading prizes for butter.at the large
exhibitions inluatora Caniada, ,has beena
gealuine surprise ta the people af the est,
as Weil as ta Muriltobans themoelves.
Conhing ut se opportune a tirne, whon the
province is just entering the arena as an
exporter of dairy products, the importance
of the achievemeut cannot ho well under-
rated. It will serve ta indicate more for-
cihly thun worde that this eountry wili in
the near future bocome a boavy expoiter
of choice qualities of dairy commeoditios.
Stili, the jn-oducers and shippers of thia
country have a goad deul ta learn yet ini
the manufacture and marketing of butter,
and it La ta ho hopod that the succoas so
fui- achieved will stimulate teaeven botter
uttaînnients for ths future.

Iu grains, harley and outs wilI ho amoig
the articles expertod froni this 'seasou'as
crop. These graine were net exportod
lant year, though two yoars age both these
cereais were oxparted ta a limite4.extent.
The sample of oats La choice and the crap
vory heavy, yiolds of over eue hundred
bushels ta the acre having been reported
iu seine instances, :wbilat t'ho crop in oint
ern Canada is light and doticiout Lu miii-
ing quality. Owing te thebe cir<.umstan-
ces thore will pro bably be a niket in
ou, steru Canada for the surplus praduet
of aur oatnieal mille. Ainongst exports
froni the province vill; aise ho a limîted
quantity of flux soed.

Wheat of course will ho .the groat ex-
portable cemmodity, and of this cereal
alonie the value of the available surplus
this year will undouhte 'dly exceod the ag.
grogate value of al, exports combiued. fer
any previeus year lu the history of the
couutry. Exporta of wheat wilI certainly
ho more than double what they wereJast
year, and probably fully three tumes as
grosit an they wero for the crop af -1886.
Se niuch han beon said in the waLy 0f es-
tirnating the whoat surplus, that' i L
hardiy nocessary te add snything further.
The quantity available for export bas been
vaiiously e.stimated at-f-rni 6,000,000te
10;000,000 bushels. As the Mqrier
ameurt bas 6eeni basM;à n thegéainin the
straw, and the larger "stmate on the i-e-
.sults of -the thresbing, the lattir may ho,
taken as nearer tbe mark. *Expots cf


