THE O

RITIC,

Tug Crirte Axp THE Nrw Yrar.—The yesr is drawing near ita end
and business men are making close calculations fur the new yesr. A
petlod of retrenchments is with us, and all possible cconomics are the
order of the day. DProtably some few wlil come to the conclusion that their
home tadle or cflice desk can »fford to dispense with one or more of tho

ublicalions which repularly find their way there. In cultlng ¢V this
uxury, or rather reducing It, caroful discrimination must be exercised. It
Is a question whither it Is tiue ecconomy to deny one's self and family any
journal ct lnformation which tends to keep {ts readera posted ay to the
gencral happeniogs of the days and weeks as they come and gr. Tur
CRritic thanks ite patrons for thelr support in the past, and {n the language
of the wily advertiner, * hopes for a further expression of their goodmil.”
it wims to give in condensed form the news of the times, prying particular
attentlon to the interests of the Maritime Provinces and provincialists,
Klodly ackoowledgments of the value of Tux Critic come to uy from
appreclative resders, and are very cncouraging. The beginniog of the
year Is » tittiog time 10 open a subscription or 1o renew those begun with
some pew year gone by, and we trust thst, despite the spirit of retrench-
ment which isovident In mapy depariments, our friends will continne to be
with us. To cater to the tastes snd interests of the people of the Marltime
Provinces and to supply home news to those abroad shall be our alm in the
yeat to come.

Dot Tives iy e UNiTeEr STATES —Armies of unempl. yed, dire
sufleriog as the reeult of labor strlkes, busicess mea giviog up to the inevi-
table baskruptcy after bard struggles to pull throughk—-such are the depressiog
tidings that come to us from the great republic across the line. All hope
is centered,in the outcome of the new tarifl ill,

ITaLy AND FRrRANCE AT SwonpY' Points.—From a private letter
received from a Halifaxian at present tojourning io Irance, we glean Infor-
mation in reference to the political disturbances in that counotry which will
interest those who are watching the war cloud now overhangiog Europe.
The bad feeling between France and Italy is becomiog a daoger to Europe.
It is imposaille to tell what will be the resuit of the reconstruction of the
two new cablnete—French and Italian. Io both countries there ceems the
greatest difficully in getting any good man, sufficlent!y patriotic and strong,
to tako hold of the helm of state. Thke nomineces of the moderate Conserva.
tlve party in France are opposed by the Radicals and Socialists as * puppets
of the Pope.” France and Italy were almcet coming to blows some few
mooths since, apd it would seem that their fighting ardor has not set altc-
gether cooled. Italy is overburdened financially and can hardly afford to
be mixed up in the general European war, which is tireatening. Such
political complicatlons make the wordy wars which are carzled oa between
the two great parties io peace favored Capada to appear but the insicoffi-
cant wrsngliog of childree, and should arouse a feeling of geouine
gratitude in the heart of every Caridlan for freedom from euch distracting
ipfluences.

Tur Lewmicn STRIKE.—The strike amoog the cmployees of the Lehigh
Ruilroad Company has ended, for the present at least.  The railroad comp-
any stands in about the esrae position as it stood three or four weeks ago,
and tbe men have in some respecte won a victory. In the matter of rules,
out of which the trouble spruvg, the demands of tle men have been
conceded to, 2ud had the colspany chosen sn the first place to be a little
more concillatory the struggle might have heen 2vcldcd  Through the
offices of the Boarde of Mediation and Arbitration of New York snd New
Jersey, the strikers have been induced fo accept, without praciical change,
the terms offered by President Wilbur at the outstart, The company is to
take back as many of its old employees as it has places for, without preda-
dlco or reference to their connection with labor organizatlons, and making
no distinclion between new employees and re-employed strikers for the
future. The company has shown good sense in allowing the Boards of
Mediation to prepare & way by which lts former cmployees cac again eoter
{ts service, and the men have acted wisely io endivg the strike upon these
terms. The New York DPust says :—* The Lehigh strike has been fruitful
of distresa and hardship, with considerable sacrifice of life acd property,
but it will have one good resalt at least if it serves to enforce tho leasons
of moderation and patience, std exhiblt the futllity of threats and vio-
lepce.” It has been a costly strike to both employers and employed, and
it is to be hoped thereis no truth in the ramora that there is a chance
of the mex agaln rising in rebellion.

Svuur.’ HovLes.—Some three-score years ago there lived snd talked a
Kentucky philoeopher, Symmes by name, who held the theory that the
carth was a hollow sphere supplied with light and air from apertures sur-
rounding the North and South poles, and ‘hat all the inbabitants of this
world were oot livlng on the face of the giobe, but were actually cling-
ing 10 the icterosl walls of the movlog shell.  Carlous as the theory
was there were to be found many who accepted it as gospel truth and who
were ready to uphold it under all conditions. Gradually, perhaps from
want of opposition, the theory died out, and {t was probably little known
of until a few wecks 3go, when a society formed at Bzaver Falls, Pa,,
announced as the cause for existence the astonishing fact that they too
believed in the theory of Symmes’ holte,  The President of the Soclety was
at once aent to the Lick Observatory in order that all the appllances by
weans of which nature is compelled to yield up her secrets, might be
taken advantage of. The results of this investigauon of the starry spaces
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are, to say the least, startling. We are foformed that the eatth {s & hollow
concave ahell with the eun 8 {ts cootre. The carth is atstionary, but the
sun by turniog once every day and rotating once every year causcs day and
night and the changing seasons, Chnlna is oot benesth our feet as we com-
monly suppose, but is over our heads with the aun between us to prevent
sccldents.  We can only suggeat tc this and kindred organiztions that they
devote themeelves to the cause of sclence, and embatk on a voysge to
verily the existence of Symmes’ holes. There is still room in the field of
Arctic and anti-Arclic expeditions, and should casuslities trauspire the
wotld will not be geeatly the 1o5cr,

Cavapa’s Puntic DEpr ~The Montreal Shareholdrr of 15th fost, glves
the followlng informati=~ in #~ the public debt of the Domtalon :—

The staterent ot the ,.ullic debt of the Daminton of Canada on the 30th
Noverber last shows that duriog the month the total gross debt was lan-
cressed by $317.501, the total being $300 543,751, sod thit the assets were
reduced by 8177.199, the total beiog 260,834.662. This maikes the total
uet debt at the olose of the month 8239.709,088, which is an increase of
2494,789. The followiug are the oflicial figures :—

LIABILYJIES,
Payable in Fogland........ ceveeeees §202,153,026.01
“ o« temporary loacs 073-333-34
0 Conada. vieeeiireiacnieens 7,439,326 61
Bank Girculation Redemption Fund 1,821,843 28
Dominion Notes..cocvvers crevenne.s 19,846,458 o5
Eavings Baoks.... 42.171,264.57
Trust Funds.... « coeerneene 8,208 427.99

Province Accounts 16,407.359.53
Mis. and Banking Accounts......... 1.533.:2,:4
Total Gross Debt.........ceu... — £300,543 751 G2
ASSETS,

Tovestments—Sloking Fuods ......

$31,025,2¢8 84
Other Investments.ciee ooiveveeenenn. 3 3

5:263.137.95

Province Accounts........ 11,172,325.92
Mis, and Bankiog Accounts......... 13 373989 94
e e e £60,834,662,65
Total Net Debt....... ¢ eeeeenee sroees sursene sesens oeene  8230,709,088 97
do 318t October, 1893 uueee cree e cerennn 239,214.299 03
Tocrease of Debt............ vesreseeseenns ceesreresavese 2494,789.04

In the gross debt loans payable in England other then temporaty are
enlarged by 367.212, and Domlinion Notes by $143.024, while there 1s
a contrsction of 209 in loans payab'e In Canada, one of #141,013 in
Saviogs Banke, one of $29.929 in Trust Funds, one of $177,785 10 Mis
celianeous and Banking Accounts, and a tnfing chaoge o Bsok Circula
tion Redemption Fund and Provinclal Accounts. Ir regard to the item of
Dominion Notes, it is worthy of pote that a statement of circulation
bearing date a day earlier shows the total amount at 819,483.157. Il the
latter be correct, the liability of the Dominion uader thay head would kave
to be reduced by 8363 301, which would, at the sam= lims, reducs the total
gross debt, the net debt, and the incrzase in the latter by that amouat,
meking the total gross debt $300,180,450, the total net debt &239.345.752
aod the iner22ze for the month $131,483.

Duriog the current fiscal year the totel gross debt has been increased by
$534.372, but at the same time the assets are expanded by $2.505.106
which makes a rzduction of 21,970,884 in the total net debt. Toe expen-
diture on capital account for November was 8.4.43.333, which briogs up the
total for the five maoths to 22,506,483. For the correspondiog period of
last year the expeaditure on this account was 31,651,191, miking this
year's increase over that for last year §655,652, The amount expeoded
this year on Pablic Works, Railwavs and Canals was 31,792,633, a0
iocrease of $440. 87, that expended on Dowminion Linds is $52,890, an
increase over last vear of $22 255, and that expended oo Railway Sub:i
dies is 461,319, an increase of $193.110. Nearly two-thirds of this yeat's
expenditare on capltal account is on Pablic Worke, Rallways aud Cavals,
but chiefly the latter item, heing due ta the coostruction of the Sault Ste.
Marie and Soulanges canale. The official statement of expenditare oo
capital account is as follows :—

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE ON Caritat, AccoUNT, &¢.
Erpenditure {o 318t Octoher on :—
Pablic Warke, Railways and Canals............817,464.443 94

Dominion Lands..ccevnserecctias venee o teranene . 31992 17
Rallway Subsldies...ccceciiies ceraane sieressenanes  307.074 54
$1,363.510 65
Adid Erpenditure in Novender on :—
Public Works, Railways and Caopals. .........$ 328,189 96
Dominion Laods  ceceerrncrennes ceennen o veeesses 20,808 57
Railwsy Subsidfes .......... ot sersssanenetnatones 94,244 76
443:333 29
Totaleceereiennnes ce seerssneassess soessnens ssssnanes sesrsavenens82,306,843 94

The expenditure on capital account for this year so far amounts to
82,306 843, but at the same time there is a decrease of 81,970,884 1o the
total net debt of the I)ominioa.
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