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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The open streot cars have been brought out. Residents of the West
End will be glad to know thst the Street Railway Co. propose furnishing
the branch line with open cars this summer.

Sir Frederick Leighton, President of the Royal Academy in Londoa,
sas undertaken to complete the beautiful monument to the Duke of Well-
ington, which has been hidden for many years in a small dark chapel at St.
Paul's. Thismonument, onc of the most imposing in the world, he wishes
to remove to one of the central arches of Wren's vast cathedral, and to
crown it with the equestrian statue which was originally designed for that
purpose. As the amount of money required is only £1,000 there will be
little difficulty in collecting it in the metrop-lis where Wellingtoa was so
highly honored duriag his life-time.

The Administration of the United States has acted for the best in the
unfortunate trouble with Italy, Not long ogo three Italians were lynched
in New Orleans, and the Italian Govervment has deranded some requaital
to the families of the murdered men. The sum o §25,000 has nciw beeo set
aside for their support. It is a notable fact that no debate was held oo the
matter in Couogress, else itis doubtful whether so just a decision woold
have been made. It is not long since both branches of the Congress dis-
graced themselves by haggling over a like reparation to Chioa fur the acore
or more uf Celestials massacred at Wyoming. In the case of Italy the
money was taken quietly froma sum put by for diplematic purpases.

The pavigation of the River Sr. Lawrence is interesting all Canada at
present.  The great river is the natural thorougbfare of Canada, and carrics
the waters of the great lakes to the sca, and yet it is the lack of water in
the river channel which is demanding attention. A costly experiment was
made some ninc years ago in deepening the chaonel known as The
Gallops, but the result was disastrous, for the water level of the Upper St
Lawrcnce was at once lowered two feet.  ‘There are great naturalobstacics
to overcome in interferring with the channels of a river, for results caunot
be predicted with certainty, as the tnost skiliful engincors attest.  We caun-
not afford to trifle with the mighty river which chsins onc-quarter of the
Contincnt,

The servant problem is of course much to the front in these days of
May-movings and domestic overturning, »ud mauy ladies regret that there

is no school of housework in the Proviace, which they may call upon ia
their time of need. Sixteen years ago Mrs. Isabel Fyle Mayo founded a
scciety of “ Sisters of Help " at Bath, Logland. In this society, as in a
Misses’ Guild, the members are called out as ne=ded, but only temporary
help is given. She now suggests that similar guilds be established, younger
girls educated ard traincd for domestic service.  Although this scheme may
not be altogether practicable in Nova Scotia it may serve to call out sug-
g~stions from some of our over-worked heads of families, which may be to
the general advantage.

Mr. Michael Davitt has for many years been at oppsuent to the British
Goveroment’s acheme of sending emigrants tu our North-West, A recent
visit to Manitoba, where he had the opportunity of studying the natural
resournes of the country, has, however, quite altered the worthy gentleman'y
views, and he now calls through the pages of ¢ The Nineteenth Century ¥
for 20c,000 laborers, farmers preferred, to take up land in the West. He
presents a shrewd argument, which will doubtless appeal to the evicted
families whose goods have been sold for rent. Under the Canadian
Government a man is protected from his creditors, so that food, clothiung,
and bedding canvot be seized for debt.  Also {ools, machines and stock are
protected, unless the debt has bzen incurred in the purchase. We will
extend a cordial welcome to ..} iedustrious men and women who cross the
broad Atlantic in scarch of a new home.

The American press secems to have unitedin an effort to obtain good
roads throughout the country. Tne movement is due not a little to the eaergy
of the bicyclers who realize the difficulty of travelling over the rural high-
ways, and who have both the welfare of the nation and of their pet hobby
at heart.  In Nyva Scotia we are sadly in want of good roads; buta few
miles beyord the clly limits thare are Jdangerous impediments to traffic,
while the condutivu of vut city streets, especialy of Water and Lockman, is far
from satisfactery. En-ugh money is expended on our country roads to
make them passable, but the scratch work of tax jobbers is far from being
effective, and a thorough reform in such matters is hopad for. The subject
should interost all who have the welfare of the Province at heart. Can we
expect the fuil advantage of our excellent free-school system when atten-
dacce in the country districts is rendered impossible for miny weeks in the
year because of bad roads. Is there any inducement to our young men to
remain on the Lume farms, in the fact that hay, vegetables,and all sorts of
ptoduce must be marketted when the roads are passable? It is true that
prices may risc before the goods are resold, but the profit goes to the middle-
man. Isnot the farmers’ sale a forced one? Furced by the mmperfect
legislation shich neglects to provade proper nghways. The Legislature
should look weil into the matter.

The Easter Monday manceavres, the great field day of Eoglish volug-
teers, passed off this year with aumost a greater allowance of glory than
usual.  Duting the recent commissior ot inquuy into the state of the
British a:my, and wmore particulsny the cendiaon of troops in England, the
most distinguished of the auchorities on the subjzct gave the palm for effi-
ciency to the volunteers ; no hght praice whea the standing of various smart
cavalry regimeunts is cunsidered, which yet are piaced 1n a secondary posi-
tion to vanous voiunteer curps.  The work done m the laster Monday
matweavies by the latier is no tnthug test of their efficiency. Larly every
Gucd Friday moruing the streets 1:ading to Victonia and Waterloo Stations
ate througed with peuple eager to see the volunteers go by, men and horses
Lurrying through the gray Loodon dawn to get on board the tramns which
are waiting to carry them cicer of London to the open couantry, where their
two days'tmarch va cither Portsmouth or Brighton begins.  Oace well out
of London they de-train and march through villages, ficlds and small towns
whete all the populativn turn vut to gaze as they pass.  No thought 1staken
for thelr accommodation en route ; they sleep in barns orin the open im-
partially, and have to cu ok their uwn rations as bestthey may.  Arrived at
their desanaavn an ordinary Easier Mounday's work 1s to make a forced
march of souie fuurleen niiles un a given point, spend the dsy in never-
«ndiog ekitmisiies snd sham-figints, march 1n the evenng to the oearest
puint of railway, always a lung distaace, and so back late at night to Lon-
don.  Some of e regimenis among the thirty thousand men who leave
Loudon wvery Good Faday are principally composed of gentlemen, who
stand the tough work aud paysical tatigue better than those corps which
are teeruited frum a juwer cluss.  Curwously eaough, the jewish element
amung tham, which is very strong especialiy 1o the Duke of Cambridge's
Own Hussars, whos2 officers are such men as the Sassoons, is the only
clement which takes the luxuries of ordinary life into eoldiering. Rich
Jews take two burses and asuslly a servant, and reduce their wozk to a
minimum,




