
THE CRITIC.

HJLD-RED.
(Conltaued.)

1ie lhad familiiicd hiui witb lier presence in the houiie; but it was
seldoim that lit) look any "Ilecal notice of baer, tildom that lie spolie to hier.
As for aity display of killdniess or love, it was oui of UIl queation.

It was a dreary fate. Sfic tried to bear fi bravcly, to storti up golden
knowledge anîd wisdoinî but ut eighteen, whcîî the hicart longs for love,
and thec fair opening life craves for il& ftill enjoyment, il is ditTicult I0 live
on knowicdge and wiâdorn. She strove lî.îrd; she toid lierseitlîait marriage
was irrevocable-that hers could never bc undone. The ny thinng that
rernainced was tomire the best of il. Ilow to do that was now the great
study of her life. $he found herself opposed on ai sides. If she atternpted
to ask thecti anything about the people ou his estate, thçý answer r.--
always, "lGo te Blantyre." As bile ieither liked nor trusted lantyre, site
neyer coîîdesccnded to ait hinm a single question.

"My lité is cmpty," shc w'iuld say. I 1 mighi almobî as weil bc dead
as living.",

No more painful 1W.- could have been inmagined. Ravensmere was -,.y
enough;. tfîey saw plenty of visitors, they liad balls and dinncr-parties ;
their visitors werc gay, wuildly, brilliant people, who came te enjoy tbem-
selves for a few days, and did mot cate to tntcr int the cares and trials of
their hostcss. Withi tbemn she was gay and brilliant-sh: would show
noihing of the auiguish that never leli ber ; thoy should not go away and
t.alk about Il -dy Cataven, the wife wbor.a ber lhusband did nlot love,"
whatever il cosr ber, and the effort was i tirnes terrible.

The cari saw lier only ut those, iimes, and he smiltd significantiy.
Il 'otien have no lieart," lie said, scoffingly. l l'bis girl is jirst as

happy as thougli she had the most Ioving hu8band iu thc vorld. Sie lia
what she wanted, and site serus ta enjoy it too."

0f the noble, iroîiiniy pride that disdained ai complaint ; of the brave
spirit, that fouglit sO resoluiely ivithlicbr longing for happincss and lier long-

irig for love, fit tiever even dreamcd. To him elle was a girl content wih
bier fate-a girl wlîo erijoyed lier titie, lier position, lier gayeries, whb. :ljd
mot look bçyond thein, who cared noihing thiat shte was a ueizlecied wîdowed
wife. Had any one told hinm tbc' contrary, hie would flot bive beiieved il:
lie woîîld have said il was a înisconception. She lookcd very nîce a: the
head of bis tab!e-very handsonte, very graceful ; sho could sing likc a
nightingaf e, shc never interfered v-ith him. Whiat more could hie wish for?

Il1 begin to ibinix," said the handsome cari te bimsclf one day, Ilila
I have not donc so badiY afrer ail. If I had married, for love or anythiiii
of that kind, wbat trouble 1 sbould have baid, wbat reproaches, %vital tcarn
-and a %,çoman's teais [wvould sooiner face untoki hardlships. 1 bhouk
have lîad ail the uncertaia:ies of love; 110w I ani spared it ai, and mj
boeuse is piesided over by a qucenly mistress. Taking cvcrytbing int
account, 1. consider 1 arn a fortunate man!'"

So lic said in bis blindness; but thc time was to conic wlîen lie woui
awaken fromn that blinrincss witlh suddcn passecnate pain.

lVbcnif te monîli of Iay came round, hae decidcd upon g'oing to, Londonî
Halby Huse îvas prcpared for tlicm, and the bandsome carls friends înad
ready te receive him with open amis. lIe- had bletti wclconîe in his penni
lcss sta'.c, and, havirig riaarried a wcaitby heireess, lie was nowv diub,
welcouoe. Those wvho bail %von moncy from himn lodked forward tn %vinnir',
tuore; those wlio bad gamblcd and betted with bite before lookcd forwar,
to a renewi af tbose deligbîs. He would bc wclcome.

The clite of the fashionablewvoild wcrt flot itotry to reccive ihecir favoî
ite 2gain. Tht rumor tbat Hallby House was ta t>c thrown open, tbî&t tii
youzig Courîer.s of Caraven %vas vcry beautiful, that the earl's revive
prospcrity would enabie him ta -vie vith the t i arwvgivcrs in J.ondo:
was good IiCws. The only onc indiffercnt to it was the young counes
herself-and she wouldl fain have Iiiddcn her sorrows from all cycs an

*rcmaincd ar I:avensmcre.

CHAPTrER XV.

1ialby liouse was, as rumin said, one of tbe inost magnificent nimnsior
in London. It bai becn closcd tor sorne ycars, the carl's aff&irs I
permitting his rcsidence thcrc. Now circumistances wcrc diaèerent Arle
Riturotnc-io whoni titis ,pring was In bring the loeen enjoyment of Il
anibition--bad undrrtaken tu have il, rcdecoratcd and rcfurnished. Holla
Fratificd zhe cari by begging tliat bie would ?cave the mattcr cntirely ta buti
il. would dclight hirn, bc said, to place so valuable a prescrit in bis daughlei
hands as a wcdding-gift. thrhc .i;rl aughcd indolentiy.

"h f is Tailler latc in ei day .,le a wedding-giftt" lie said "but do ju
as Yeu lake."

Arlcy iCansoînc did just as hc Jikcd; bc cnjoyed il vcry ranch. 1-
hiad thc pleasure of going to Ilhe besi shops lin London andl ordcring
kinds of things for ' niy daugliter, Lady Caravcn"-41 ry daugbxcr, il
Counims cf Caravcn."

fi was a poer ambition fOr a cltver nian ; but il ivas bis, and be bl
graîified il ai the cas: o! hi.i daugbter's happiuîcss. 'rbaî niattcred hitl
film; lie was failîer-iui.law touUtcelVigbt Honorable tîto Earl cf Çaraven-]
wua thc faîbecr cf thUic hautirul Countma cf Czirsvcn. Whfat itis didf
hlm, hoci it advanced 1uis inierestit, hie besi kucw.

H21by Ilousc iras tlklk aborut for ils spiendor and magnificence, cr
belote tbc cari and cenices came in :own croirds of people wcnt io sec
It iras conuidered a triumph cf art. The cari bad not aaiied big yonng w
if ilhe wouid go up to torn ; bit basil takcn lier consenit for granted.
knew that sbe musi be prcscned-tha.ý if lic faiied in thit duty, Atl

Ransome iroulil bc indign#nt , and he was fairiy caugbt lin the toile. lit:
iras net particularly asbarned of his wife; hoe ias not prend cf bier; but
bie had ccased te feei annoyed by the reflection that hoe liad xnattitd a
money-iender's daughtcr. The Ducbess of Morley was to prescrit bier;
anud, once under the sbadow of bier groices protection, a triumph was sure
ta falloir.

A proud day for Arley Ransoxis ias that cf bis daugbter's presenitation
ai court. Ht droe to Haiby Hause to sec lier before she ret, anti Io
hlm bis daugbtcr iooked like a miracle of bcauty. Fulf dress enhanced lir
lovciiness wonderfulfy ; lier neck, anus, and shouiders irere beauiUif3'
înolded, and îlîey irere shown ta greaiest advantagcé as iras thc per,±c
rounded figure. Tht court.dress iras anc of unusual magnificence-a silver
brocade elaboratoiy trimmed with rich lace. She irn a partir., of
dianîouxds ; the waving plumes iliat iend so grotesque an cfiiect ta ïonte
faces gave bier an air o! ilajesty. Tht iovely Spanish face and dark cyes
wcxc a study in ibeniseives.

She iras alonte with ber maids in bier drcssirg.raoni îvben Arlcy Ransoille
came. Ife sent up a uie pencif cd note, saying-

"H Iifdicd, cari you conte into thc drawing-rooru for a feir minutes I
want te ste you in ct)urt.dress."

There was no elation in lier hîeurt as site raised bier rnagnificent train in
ber liand and ibreit Lover ber arm. She wcnî down.stairs grave, coffected,
aiînost sadl.

Ariey Ranraxue startcd -is site cntered. rlien hc tixade a iow lxiv.
"MY drar Hiidred," bie said, I cozîgratulate you. iow beautiful you

look ! You irere born to be a couritess."
"lThen I was born to, very unIte purpose," she repiied bastly.
He wouid not notice the petulant reply.
I niust repeat that ynu look very beautifutl indced, mxy dear child," bc

said. '1, I am surprised-grtified."
"I ani giad that you are pieased," she repiied. Ht was bier father, and

site iras compelcd ta lion hlm ; but she feit that site conld neyer forgiiv
hlm fur baving sold her-sold bier for a tite.

I 1 hink, niy dein."' salid Aiey Ransorne ncrvously, I hat it iroull l.e
iquite well if you could try to--to look a latrie brighter. Yoa do not look

hap'py. llow is il V"
44Did you ever expect that I should Ile happy, papa ?»
Il0O course. Most certainiy you have everything ta mairc you sa."'
Shemrade no ropiy. The lawye's tys glistened with keenest satisfaction

as lie iuoked ai ber.
IlIt is a proud day for me," lie said-"l the day on whicb I sec xay

tdaughter ini ber court-dress. Thîroir down the train ; ici mnt sec tlle f tii
;effect."

WVithout a smille on bier face site coniplieui, staiding bciorc hlm. cale,
Ibeautiful, stlf.posscssd. At that moment, tht cari, flot knowing site %-M

there, enteredl the roow. Ice staxcd ai thc lovcly apparition.
0 "Hildred, I did nlot know that you irere litrc. s'ou arc ready, 1 ste.

"Quite ready," site replied, brîeffy.
d "Then ire wili start ai once," bie salid.

Arley Ransome irent up to, li.
"4Veu must feel pltased and proud," lie said. Il'Ille most beautîfii

e wran presented to-day wili te your wifc. 1 predict for lier a signa
.triumph.",

y IlWhich wif I add considenably tu niy doniestic happiness," remarked
g the carl.

Y es, bic iras pleascd. lie saiv people whose opinions he valued turn ta
look ai fais wife; bhcalrd ber namte whispered ; lie sawr admiring glinmt

r- falloir ber; he feut ilat among8t fair pink-and.ivihite English girls stc
e lookcd like soute southern qucen. But thc knowiedge cf .aI1 ibis did not.
d lin the least warm lus licant ta lier. Andi she? She bail çcased ta fccf any
1, great interest in bis opinion. The limie had bcn icn site would pctlups
5s have stood before hini, andl have said, I 1hople you arc pleased urith nme,
d Lord Caraven." She îvould flot noir, site iras pnouidiy, supcrbly indiffercaL

Indeed she would have givcn iiiucb for the impulse, thc desirc tu 1)1=~
him It bad ail Mcild aw.îy-dicd of negiect.

Thcrc was no lurauder iroman aitheb Quecn's I>rawing-roo. t*in Iht
money-lcnder's dauguien, tic tmioved ieglected wvife of tic handsonic cult

is Heir little she hîad dnearaed of thc splendid pagcanî when site iras al St
rit Roche ; thinking only o! siudy i I[ow uitile she liad tbougbî that ai sont
~y tiare or other sitc uould bc a couniess-Ucuncm o! Caraven-thar she
is would bc taken ta court by a grand and stately duchcss.

id 1I wisb," sho said, iritîr a sigh, Il that I irere at St. Roche agàin
î; There life iras btigli:, becaue it iras full of ixossibilities . the p)ossibi!iies
'sare ail accnm»)lished now, and il, is briglit no loniger."

For a kew minutes shce forgot lier troubleý, irben sitc stood beforc tibe
si qucen. Tiier tberc: was a crusb, a îningling of smilles and sigluýF, .'îd ibe

du iwing*room was over.
le AtIcy Ransome was a prend man tluat day. lie intended bis daugbtcr
i to bc the stepping stone ta honor. The lîandsomc tari was ntai ail elad

lie -lie licard ail that people bad te say atout thc bcauty of bis wie, but lbc
did not place mucb faith in i. To hîim slic would 3lways bc Uic unfound

ad school.girl ef the Hoîf les. WVben any anc praiscdl bis vrd!e, hce îhou;ht i
te was donc Io pleas hlm; andi hc Jauglied cyîîicaliy ta Fitinsclf, kuîoiir.- hsv
hie rnistakcn tbcy mare.
oir Ht wondercd a little wlit bîis wiftt ihiuglît o! lier great succcss. It

sttuck hlm that le -would ask lier. lic rtaclued horne ai thec saine tinte tInt
crn she did, and followed ber Ia Jie drawing rooni, thinkir.g as lic loo'îcd al brt
il. bow grave and carne: er face iças.
ic 4 "leu did yon fecl ihrough il ail, Hildred P~ lie asked.
le 41Sounetbing f ike a dam ira borrowed plumes," she replied. I do M
cy think I sai carc vcry much about your great world, Lord Caraveui. 1 à'


