
Tho Coipany Colhuii.

Ever sinice Lthe Franco-Prussian WaVori
1870.71, thero bais beell Lava Parties niong
tactilians and ilitary eritica au ta the
proper cmaploymnt afi' lfaintry, Cavalry,
anud Artiliery. The sAinie praucipica have
peria.ded these conteste, iliaat per'ncate
volitUcal and social questionls ini ail égae.
Theré is a radical-progressive pairty, and a
radical conservative party. On., party
scoute thé nation Chant thé exporienco of'
thirty centuris is ta bie weigheil in the
balance witls thatofai'te lattdecade. With
thena the présent Wa the anly guide for the
future, and tias present ago thé most
wondéni'ul ever knovan. The, ather party
dcraes the prosent, end finds nothing aorli

opin& ins il, painting bacia ta Napoléni
eUyington, Frederick, Ccoeur and Ifanni.

bal, ta show that there is nothing new un-
der the sun.

Thesé are ltas extrema %Yîngai of opinion.
Iletween xSem lies a tnird panly, that aid-
mita gond in bath, and is aiiling ta compare
tihe pressait and the put, ta Ieairn lessans
for the future. IL is seldaru Chat tbis party
Sois the apportunity ai' being fairiy heard,
îad it ia apt ta, receive k-icics froim baLla
aides. The extremiste in general have n
sr giment ta appeai ta but Chiat oi and

wetknown fallacy, the arqueneniem aid ver,
ecndiam or aippeal ta autharity. Ihey
quoto thé opinions ai' Naipoleoià and Von
Moltke, an osé aidé and thé atier, farget.
Cu that they are only opinion. afier ail,

a s such, inconcisve. The middle
party appeala ta nothing but tacts ; and
its reasoning, being of thé inductive charnc
ter balancing thé weight of iaraus avidence,
ce, t. seldoru dogmatie and neor popailar.

m. thé tactîcal. figit of' the lîrésont day,
the fiera. batlle cf the books, ni( three par-
ties are represented, and we are glad ta say
Chat our awn miitay aviters are generally
prott,7 saf. in Choir conclusions, inolining ta
conservatis, but raadily yiolding tel any
new fieLs Vwhich lavalidate tber iheol:ýs.
The quettion as ta the praper employmont
olnfantry la firt lin order of' the Ilarce.
One aide mais tains that the German systena

om onpany calunins ia the asly systei aof
batLle tactics possible far thé future, that ht
ia perfect, and that overy army that dace
mlot conforzn ta il; fala in perfection. This
élus holda up thé Germain army as perfect
in overy détail,f tendecs and administration.
The moat cnltivated répresiestative ai' this
sbid. aof opinion la general 'MeCleilan,
'who6epapers on thé aubjeet were widoly read
a fow manthil since.

The beat repreagentative of the moderato
psrty an aur aide of' thé water la General
Upton, tue author aof aur present toantes,

*ho laa Iately cantributed a very able
ar-ttde ta tia. .znena;ons1 Revicic an théi
subjeat of the Prussign Comnpany Caluns,
IIL which hée comparés iLa advantages as
claimed, aud its disadvantsgo as ndmitted,
in a manner full ai' interest ta a military
toader.

Thé ultra censervativé wisz, we are glad
té say, bua no distinguished represientative
on our sida the water, aaitside of the mil!.
tis.

The Prussian Company Columa ruay ba
famMlhi deecribed as falloas . The coin-

yazuin lino hein£ in tbrans raniks, rand divi'
~1 ed in two platoans, the third rank ai' cacia
Eleoan falla baak, and thse lof't ranic gagas

1 2athé ri¶bt The~ firt nd second
zasaka of thé loft platoon go bellind thé
aème tanks cf the r! ht and~ mehave thé
r.nown.d campaaîy calaian, aof tiares pie.
ton of two tanks enob. The ruar platoan,
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mande of third rank mn, furnsahos the skir.
iers, thé Lirai; and seconad the supporte.

Enoh battamlion lias four companies, and
gars ito tion in iinuool'apanycolaine.
The sisirmishera figlit in groups, and auré
encauraged ta geL iota knoLe, tn sasia caver,
and ta mako short ruselas fora'vrds. No
mattor how many fines Llîeae aire, nclit lu
aomnsoniy mado up ai' Choe coinp-aay
olunsns of 1-40 men, ant eighty or al Iiti-
dred yards apart.

'l'le partisans ai' the German scliool caini
Liat Cia systoan is the bChat thlas bourg
npplied ta Ioi'nntry fighting silice Lthe liven.
tioin ai' breeoh-ioading lira arnia. lIn sup,
prrt of' Ibiâ clamau they bning forivira Lhai
Framic-Prusigaan iwar.and aime victorias aioliav.
ed under the system. Gênerai Uptan, iu
exaimining Lias claime ai' the German party,
bringa ta ligit sonia aigly fActs, which saoul
La show Chat the mysten lniglat fail disais-
trousiy against English or- Amemican traops,
acoustoméd ta ighatin lise. Th& objections
ta the PraissiaR~ Compny <Jalainn are inany
and iveighty. Firat, iL is based an tlîe
absolute and inflexible three raunk farina.
Lion, vaitis inversionîs and coaintermarches,
50 happily abolislaod bu aur awn Sai'vica.
Secondly, It i8 del'aciomt lna aicers and gaves
the latter more wark Chsan aigy mai) c-ii do
av;llin battie. Tirdly, by taking thé best
men for shinm!ahera and mnaking Chan such
permaanesly, iL tends ta depreciatu the
valus ai' Lias wholet Camp any. The uvaraL
trouble, hoirveor, la lu tha uuviedly sia ai'
the unit, vahioi Calme thé place aof ono ai
aur aimait reginients, anal yet la oiîly patrt aof
a regirnent. IL nuas foaind by exporionco la
tho battis ai' Woenth, thuat campanies fra 
eveî'y reqinent ina divisian, someLimes even
frain diflerent corps, becatise entangied ta.
getherat thecloséai'a laotly contested action,
cani'using thé command aven ini the ad-
vîtuce mîter a succesa. Whist thé resaalt
voaild had been hav the succe8s been a

deféat iL la net ditffcailL ta predict.
Motroover, fron the unwiedly aiizg aor thé

companies resutts a grent paucity aof afficers.
The campany* as strasg as ose ai' aur
flghting battalionUs aller a short ealnpaign,
and wheréas that seldomn nuanhers less thian
twenty officers aifter ail cas'ualities, the GIer
nian atart with only five and nat seldoan find
aeory officér Lkali after a battie. Traige
they have tiventy non coramxssotued ai'
ficens who exorcise a nucli langer contrai

bhan aur sergoants and corporals, but tiieso
are mot afficers A great gap divides thora
framn the commisionsd gestlemn uho
coa ai' noble biaod, aind Liant gap is seidoni
or nover leaped aven. Thé captain af a
conipany la expectoï ta averses and direct
a front equal ta Chat ai' aur regiments, and
for Chat purpoa s lesouoted; but a littie
considmnatton will show that thia heorsa la
soldons likely ta bu usefail. A. mounted
officer oontrolling okinmushers, figlîting
other skirmiahéra, cannot remain nioanted
for mainy minutes withoût losing his hanse.
On foot hé bas more than ho can attend ta.
Whiie thé lange companyvaitls fein oicer
may hé well adaptad te thé enor.
moue amies of Gormny, vahere every al-
cor saved implies a reduetton ai' crusiging
éxponses, it can hardly be said ta hé a
model ta folio, lin amaht aricae sucians
thase afi' Egland and America, vahers the
streogta dépends on courage, tirruness and
higia training. A instance aor the valua ai'
aur &)stem a compared wiîh Chat ai' large
comspan 165, and ai' the great aupsnionity ai'
deployed rogirgenta ovér lises of' Campany
columus la affordéd in the recently iseued
volume ai' Xigiake'a Il Crirnean War."1

ThL- volume la devoted to an exhaustive
analyets ars, s ingle baatle-that of Inlcdr-

man. IL àe a porfact aitorebouea of fats,
frorn Bngiish, French, and Ruasiti sources
and es8POclally vailuabia ais boariaîg on the
ques fon 0i f ompany colitaîaaae As it lbnp
ponliash Russian ragiulstt oi, tha.t day
possessed erîuctly Clio sane orgaaaiztîion Ms
the prossaît Gormain rIeginiol1ts. 'laiey lad
throe baibaliane, oacli of four izuge coin.
pallies, and they advanzedl an xaîctiy flic.
sume mitnnor, in lino of ciaitJîIua i luannntl
covcred by coauda ai' sfirniistier. Strango
tu relate, in cvery ignitanca these Companay
columanswora repuisedb3uglaaoo!''
lala tr-oop2, and the iwhole 8tary e' tha day la
one -of ropoate-z repulso by singlou lt0,' 
bath Comipany anad battatui cclunins caver.
ed by a poamoiafal lire of 'artallery.

It is traie Chat the ligie eyataiui' figlhting
is naL atdajted 1*0r ait Croups. In this sauno
buttle the lino pravod filacioais ivith a
Frencha rogianent, %vlaich l'iiitea'od andl brake
wlien it îasaî fine, and stoaai %vcl enough
when formoneai coluani of att.icl,-ur
double coluauaî. It aaur*sliri, atubborn
troape, wiah theo Id 1%s.rorkir spirit, mnen
reidy Lu stand and figlat ta the lnst gasp, IL
il is their duty, ato inaLter .wh iL st~ th dds
m4,y bc. %Vitlî sucli auxen the liflu develops
its renl aupariority ov.±r ElleS clutn, be it
large or allatl, coverei1 %vahl siiran:shers or
nat. Buat Llif st2ry oi'Inkorinuai shol'w tlit,
iightzag. in lino aainat masses iii c-luan,
ane tigtinst six ai' saven, the murei olicera
presont the botter. It lu ritre for thé mon
ta run il tiaey eue ttor illiers ezîCouruzing
tlin t.- stand. Balore wo zesalvo oa adopt
tias Prussian compagly uni the Coampany
columai %rith its few "ficerd loi, oui eadel,
it inay be viell to ivait n-I %eu il tiait or-

gnitiûn ot.ld sa4tiJ Chi~ tuýet of an over-
ayhelaii MI aalt sut Inhernian, any bot.
ter tan aur own aid stylo %Yhich COaîqluer.
ed the Company colutni cil tllait dily ai
slaugliter.-tr*' and cf 'vy .Totrial.

TU-t new Austrian fiald gain a described
by tb a G'olgae Gazette. An80 Dnas the
aid ftshjoned systeof ai' mzzie oaciig filid
artillery is given up b)y that country, thero
wilt bu little dill'eroîace betiven thé guns aof
Austrii and Garmtny ;'althougia, aof course,
tîmo former is nlot in a position ta compoté
iclî tIas latter in thea production or' large

fimamurs ofi' .ld piece.4. Thue îîea gusi bar
its tube or b.irrtai af cit steel, suad the sys
toai ofanatiuicure iudopted il Chat lioan
as the raagconstructaau Several steel
rings are placed twhiiat flot upon the lifter
part af Ctio gain, i7hich la, as %va have said,
itself i'armed aof the Bagne nîsteriaul; Choe
'rings contrat in cooliaig, and, likoe the tirei
of' a carrnago vaheel, croacly ombrace thes
ground %voric, aiîd Mhus add groat streiiÈil
ta Chat part of the iveapon valuih most needs
it, Thé brouch aof the gain is fcanîd by a
"ceyliaidro*lprisnititie" or circuler end,
which is aof graint simplicity nd ie an invoir
Lion ot Xrupps. The contrivasco is raaric
cd sot only by an extrema power omai'se
tance, but by thé faciIity villa ivhîchii i l
%vorked. Tlîo ori Eco oi' ignition dilfers frona
Clho aid "L ouch-llole" lvhich. liais beau lin

-vagua during sa rny centairies, in passing
transversoly Liraugli thes aftcr part a[ thaigain and tLid broacla into the chaanber whichi
contaitas the chnrge. Thé farmn of'Clié pro,
jectile is noaL yet settled, but the powder
ndopted is course, the graina being frn six
ta ton millimetres ln size. Th*e oder
burma alosviy, but 21s thostrain lapon t uan
is niuch Jess, the cliaiges aire able t.0 ha
rmade mucis larger, aaad a veloebty hai' as
large a&aia s tho usual one is expecteci ta
bo gained. This prineli 1a, of' cour&#,
weli knoivn ta Lias Englieli artilierists.

TILE VOLUNTBER IRVIBW. PUNS 1, 187b


