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SR~ have the honor to forward here-
with reports on the statoof the stores in pos.
session of the field Latteries in Untario and
Quobec; also supgestions Ly the oflicers
commanding those balteries,
1 think it advisuble to lay Liefo: e you a state
ment of certain fucts, which, 1 think, de-
serves most serious consideration.

The batteries have only one line of wag-
gons attached to them, and I believe that
thero is no second line of wiggons in store in
this country ; consequently,  battery could
only bring into the lield 128 rounds for each
9 pounder, and 81 for the howitzer, instead
of 224 and 144 respectively.

The present guns in charge of the fiekl
battories are very much behind the time,
owing to tho recent advances in artillery
science, All field artillery now use rifled
ficld guns, and their man projectiles arve
cammon and Shrapnel shell, The 9 ponnder
fires no common shell, only 13} per cent. of
Shrapnel, 72 per cent. being the old common
round shot, and yetit is heavier than a rifled
gun which would throw a fiftcen pound
shell, ‘Ihe bronzo of which these 9 pounders
are mado being very valuable, the whole of
the field batteries could be armed with a
ficst rato vifled field gun, at comparatively
littlo expense. Tho 24-pounder howitzers
could be brought together as separate bat-
teries, if considered advisable.

There are no small arm smmunition wag
gons attached to the batteries; the supply
of ammunition to the infantry in the field is,
in the English service, a part of the duty of
tho officer commanding the artillery with
which they are brigaded. Other ar-
rangements may be considered advisable in
Canada; but as 1 am nct aware of any regu
Lations on tha subject (except par. 318, regu
Latious for Active Militia, which mercly
telates 1o thoregimental ienve,) Uthink
it advisalle o sulaait the wtted for con
sideration.

The geant of $200 ¢ for the instructor of
each licld Lattery of artillery, who will also
act as care taker of tho battery stores’ (as
laid down in par. 178, regulations for Active
Militia,) is not always properly applied. I
think, in several cases the ofiicer command
mg keeps this money himsclf; and instructs,
to some extent, persenally, occasionally
hiring men to clean harness, &e. 1 do not
believe that this was contemplated by the
feamers of the aboyo regulations. There
should Lo a resident care taker
(paid by Government,) for each battery: in
most cases this man could attend to ovher
Government worh., At those places where
there wero resident care takers the stores
weroin first rato order. I think thatno part
of tho above grant should ue taken by the
captain, Lut a contingent of $100 annually
should bo paid to each officer commanding
a battory, to cover small expenses break-
ages, &c.

Vith rogard to the officering of the bat-
teries, I would recommend the following es-
tablisilmont: ono major, one c.':]pu\in, and
three licutenants, Tho command of a field

In doing so, |

THE VOLUNTEER, REVIEW

batlery is & much greater respousibility than
that of a company of infantry or troop of
cavalry, and tho balterics not being in bat-
talions thero is no chance of promotion to
tho substantive rank of major or licutenant-
colonel under tho presont regime. A captain
would be necessary o assist the officar com-
manding, and to take his place in his ab-
sence, otherwise a very important command
might devolve on an inexperienced licuten-
ant at a critical time. In the Royal Artillery
thero is & second captain attached to all bat.
teries, field or gmrison, I cannot let the
enclosed reports go forward without endea.

voung to represent, as strongly as possible,
the absoluto necessity of raising, permanent-
ly, a few batteries of garrison artillery : somo
men must be kept as a protection for the
various forts, magazines, and large quanti-
ties of valuablo stores, now the property of
the Dominion (this duty is at present per-
formed by three companies of riflemen.) It
appears reasonablo to suggest that thoe pro

per men would be artillerymen, who, in ad-
dition to guarding tho above properties,

would also be able to keep the guns, car

viages, ammunitions, &e., in propor order,
to act as storemon, carc tukers of field bat-
tery stores, instructors of artillery, &e., &c.
On the strength of these batteries might be
armourers, for examining and keeping in
vepair all infantry arms, foremen, artiticers,
&e,, and when the militia artillery were
brought into the nearest forts for their an-
nual drill and practice (as recommended,)
thoy would really bo in tho position they
would occupy in case of war, viz: a nucleus
of regulars to havo all the stores in their
proper places for each nature of gun and
mortar, and to work with and instruct the
larze force of partly trained militia associa-
ted with them. 1 enclose an estimato for
two batleries, making a total of 210 officers,
non-commissioned officers and men. The
cost for these batteries, need not exceed
£65.000 annually, and from this may be de-
ducted a large amount now paid for care-
takers, drill instructors, foremen, &e., &e.
In connection with the foregoing subject, I
may point out the very great importance of
having experienced persons to act as fore-
men at all stations where stores are issued
(this is not the case at present at one s{ation
I visited) a wrongissue in case of aclual ser

vice might be attended with most disastrous
consequetices, as, for instance, forwarding to
abattay in the field, ammunition unsuita

Lle for their guns, wrong fuses, &e. I would
puint out also thevery serious responsibulity
entailed on Government by allowing the ap-
pointment to such posts of persons who do
not appreciate the necessity of taking the
most stringent precautions when dealing
with combustible] stores, gunpowder, &e.,
the more particularly, as guantities of car-
tridges (heretofore bought ready filled fiom
the Imperial Government,) will have to be
made up annually at all stations west of
Quebac.

In conclusion, I may point out tho exis-
tenco of a singular anomuly with regard to
the armament of tho works. 7Thisis uctual
iy 1a charge of the civil branch of the Mili-
tia Department, and I conciudo it must ro
main so for the present, as there are no
officers of artillery to take charge of the
armament and stores conneoled thererwith.
This anomaly would of course be at an end
if any garrison batteries were permanently
raised.

I have thehonor to be, Sir,
Your, most obedient servant,

G. A, Frexcn, Licut.-Colonel.
Inspector of Artillery and Warlike Stores.
The Adjt.-Gen. of Militia, Ottawa.
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SUGGUSTIONS RELATING TO THY VIELD BATTRRINS
IN ONTARIO AND QULBEC,

1. 'the officer commanding tho Oltawa
battery, wishes his battery augmented losix
guns. 1fo states hio can oblain the necessary
men and horses.

‘The chango would not bo advisable un.
less carried aut with all the batteries. 1
would not recommend the change at pro
sent.

2, Drilling and mancuvring with waggons
is condemned by nearly all the oflicers com
manding batteries. "They do not see, how-
over, nny other method by which the men
can be brought up when rapid movements
aro requircd on service,

Suggestions for obviating this very objec
tionablo featuro in field artillery exercises
are at present being considered in England.
The new muzzle-loading nifled field guns
will be fitted with * axle-tree sc:. Tins
alteration could not be applied ¢ e cm
ringes at present in charge of the militia
batteries.

They all agree that the drill would be
greatly simplified by manceuvring without
waggons.

When men have so little time for drill an
nually, it is important that no timo should
be lost in learning useless and complicated
man@uvres.

3. All ofticers commanding agree that for
activo service o pistol would be preferable
to a sword. Major King and Lieut.-Col
Shanly wounld like both to bo issued ; they
say the mcn feel rather proud of thew
swords.

The hatteries are all supplied with swords.
For actico service, pistols should, I think,
be issued. I hold that the equipment shoul
bo designed solely with o view to “active
service.”

4. The batteries at Ottawa, Ilingston,
Welland and Quebee have no difficulty in
obtaining horses, the threc former being
horsed mainly by counlry teamns. The ofli
cers commanding batteries at London, Ham
ilton, Toronto and Montreal complain of the
very great difficulty of horsing their bat
teries, and the very great expense they are
})ut, to, frequently having to hire horses fron

ivery stables at their own expense, (the
Government allowance being about half of
what it costs them.)

Lieut. Cel. Pacon, Brigade Major, atMon
treal, informed me that nearly & whole dw
was lost in obtaining horses for the Batten
there, on the occasion of being ordered
out to Trout River. ‘Lo obviate these difh
culties three distinct suggestions have been
offered.

Licut.-Col. Shanly suggests * envoling
horses,” the owners to get $20 annually per
pair for efficient horses; the money tobe
paid annually in arrear on the certificate of
the officer commanding. and Inspector of
Artillery. He thinks tho above measure
would insurc his battery being properly
horsed, and po time would be lost finding
horses and fitting harness, &e.

“Lhis would cost annually (for the gun and
waggon horses,) about $400. ‘These advar
tages are obvious., The idea is, I think a
good one, and it has the advantage ot sim
plicity in its working as compared with the
present or any other proposed system.

Capt. Gray, of the Toronto battery, sug
gests buying a certain number of horses, say
16, to be kept and worked by carriers, who
would be bound tosupply those horses when
wanted, and ono half as many more, tho ex-
tra ones to be paid for.

Fiest cost, about $1600, or say an annual
cost of §160. There would bo a saving of
the amount paid for the annual drill of 16



