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WHOSE SHALL BE THE RHINE.

POLITICAL ANSWERS TO AN EXCITING QUEVTION.
From thc Pall Mall Guzelle.

At this moment there I8 4 revived fnterest in
Nictiolaus Becker’s *German Rutne” aud the
reply to 1L by Alfredde Musset, and the fllowing
transiation of them may be ancceptable

It nover shall bo Frar~c's,
The free, tho dermun Rhtue,

Tho' ravens-tike she glances
And croaks her foul design.

So long as calmiy gilding

It wears its mantle green, .
So long as oar dividing

Its mlrrored wave fs seen.

1t never shall be France's

The free, the German Rhine,
So long as youth enhances

His fervor with {ts winc.

So long as sentry-keeping,
Tho rocks its margin stnd;
50 long as spires are steoping

Their imagce in s tlood.

it nevershallbe France's,
The free, tho German Rhine,
$So long as minstrel singeth
Its 10ver groups combine,

So long as angler bringetl.
It lusty trout to sihwore,

So long as minstrel singeth
Its pratse from dov- 10 T

1t nevershall be France’s,

The free, the German Riune,
Untll 1t8 broad expanso §«

its last defenders shrince.

THE FRENCH REYrLY.

Your German Rhine has been ours before !
It has served our wassall bowls to 11l
Can singing its praise from door to dour
Efface the hoof-prints, legible still,
Of our cavalry charge that bathed it~ left bank in
your gore.

Your German Rhinc has been ours before !
On its breast tho wound yet gapeth wide,
WWhich conquering Conde made, when hie tore
Thro' its mantle of green 1o the arther side :
Where oncethe stre hins ridden, stialt the soi not
ride once more?

Your German Rhinc has been vurs b fare ®
Qryour German virtues what rematn
When across its flood our lc:f,lons pour
Arndthe Emplre overclouds your plains ?
When all your men have fallen, lusve ye othier
men instore?

Your German Rhinc has been vurs Lefure !
If ye your annals would fain forget
Your daughters remember tho days of yore,
And wish the Frenchman ationg them yet,
For whom yourvintage wantle they were always
blitho to pour.

If yourGerman Rhine bie yours oncu inure,
hen wash your Hveries tn s thde;
But pitch your arrogance someiwhat luwer ¢
Can yerccall with gencrous pride
Your m)‘rmd raven beaks that drapk the dying
Eagle's gore?

May your German Rhine flow evcrmore
1In peace; and modestly may each spire
Be mirrored falr In ity glassy tloor?
But, oh! keep down your itechanal fire
Which, eisc, may rousc to Hfe agaun the siclor
hiearts of “yore.

—_— e -— —
THE BATTLES OF 1812-15.
XXV,

Daring the whole of tlis contest theat-
tention of the American Genaralsappears to
have been concentrated on the Eastern and
Western frontiers of Canada, and their
anxiety to obtain a footing thercon made
them overlook the important fact that the
posse: sion of Michilimackinac by the British
virtually kept tho whole of tho North West
under their power, and that no success on
tho fronticrs of Canada would be permanent
till that post was captured.

Tho rapidity with which disasters muiti-
plied at length directed their attention toit,
and as it was o matter of great imporfance

that their designs should be frustrated tho
narrative of an oxpedition fitted out for tho
reinforcement of the post is both nmusing
and instructive at a time when less than
twico as many hours as that expedition con-
sumed doys would enmable tho voyageur in
ralmost any weather {o reach Michilimacki-
nac from Nottawassagna bay.

On 23rd April, a force of 90 men under
the command of Lieut.-Col, MeDouall, with
two or threo six-pounder guns, a quantity of
provisions and military stores, in 24 bat.
teaux sailed from Nottawnssaga Creck for
Michilimackinac, and reached there with
tho loss of ono batteaux (but none of her
crew or lading), on the 18th of May having
been twenty-five dayson tho passage. Asa
detackment of American troops had scized
on the Indian post of Prairie du Chein,
situated near the confluence of the Fox
river with the Mississippi, and Col. McDou.
all at once organized an expedition of 130
soldiers and 500 Indians, under Licut.-Col.
McKay, with a 3-pounder field pieco, for the
purpose of driving out the garrison: the
result of tho operations are told in the fol-
lowing despatch:

Prarie ov Curaxg, Fort McKay,
July 27th, 1814.

Sie;—1I havo the honor to communicato
to you that I arrived herc on the 17th inst.,
at 12 o’clock, my forco amounting to 650
men; of which 150 weie Michigan fencibles,
Canadian Volunteers and officers_of the In
dian department, the remuinder Indians, 1
found that the enemy had a small fort situ-
ated on a height immediately bebind the
village with two blockhouses perfectly safe
from Indiaus, and that they had six pieces
of cannon und GO or 70 eftective men, off.
cers included. Then lying at anchor in tho
middle of the Mississippi, directly in front
of tho fort, there was a very large gun boat
called Governor Clark, Gunboat No. 1,
mounting 14 picces of cannon, some 6 and
3-pounders, and a number of cohorns man-
ned with 70 o~ 80 men with muskets and
measuring 70 feetin the keel. Thisfloating
blockhbouse is so constructed that she can bo
rowed in any direction, the men on board
being perfectly safo from small arms while
they can use their own to the greatest ad-
vantage.

At half-past 120'clock I sent Capt. An
derson with aflag of truce to invite them to
surrender which they refused. My inten-
tion was not to havo madoanattack till noxt
morning at daylight, but it being impossible
to control the Indians, I ordered our gun to
play upon tho gunboat which she did with
a surprising good effect, for in tho course
of threo hours, tho time the action lasted,
sho fired S6 rounds, two-thirds of which
went into the Governor Clark.  They kept
up a constant fi1o upon us both from boat
and fort; we were an hiour between two fires
baving run our gun up within musket shot
of tho tort from where wo beat the boat out
of her station, she cut her cable and ran
down the current and was skeltered under
the island. Wo were obliged to desist, it
being impossiblo with our littia barges to at-
tompt to board hier, and our only gun in pur-
suit of her would have exposed our whole
camp to the encmy; she thereforoc made
her cscape,

On the 19th finding there wero only six
rounds of round shot remaining, in-
cluding threo of the cnomy's we had pick-

ed up, the day was cmployed in making
lead bullots for the gun and throwing up
two breastworks, one within 700 yards and
tho other within 450 yards of the fort. At
six 1n the evening everything being prepar.
ed I marched to tho first breastwork, from
whence I intended to throw in the reman.
ing six rounds. At tho moment the first
ball was about being putinto tho cannon, 4
whiteflag was put out at tho fort andim
mediately an officor;came down with a note
and surrendered. 1t bLeing too late Tdefer.
red making tbhem deliver up their arms iy
form till morning, but imwmediatelv placed
n strong guard in tho fort and took posses

sesssion of the artillery,  From tho time of
ourlardingtill they surrendered tho Indians
kept up a constant but perfectly useless fire
upon the fort; tho distance from which
they fired was too great to do execution
aven had the enemy been exposcd to view

Iam happy to inform you that every my,
in the Michigan Fencibles, Canadian Volu;

teers and officers of tho Indian department,
behaved as well as I could possibly wish,
and though in the middle of 2 hot fire nots
man was even wounded, except threc Iy

dians, that s one Penaut, one Falesoviue ang
ono Sioux, all severely but not dangerously

Ono Lieutenant, 24th U.S. regt., one uiilith
Captain, one militia Licutenant, three zer
geants, threo corporals, two musicians, fifty
threo privates, one commissary and one in
terpreter have been made prisoners. One
iron 6 pounder mounted on & garrrison ca
riage, one iron 3.pounder ona ficldearriage,
three swivels, 61 stand of arms, four sword.
one field carriage for 6-pounder and a good
deal of ammunition; 28 barrols of pork and
46 barrels of flour; these aro the principa
articles founa in the fort when surrendercd,
I will now take the liberty to request youx:
particular attention to Capts. Rollette znd
Anderson, tho former for his activuy
in many instances but particularly during
theaction. The action having commencad
unexpectedly, ho ran down from the upper
end of theviltage with his company throug
the heat of the fire to receive orders, and be
foroand since in being instrumental in pre
serving the citizens from being quite ruined
by pillaging Indiazs, and the lutter for hs
untwoaried atteution in keeping everythmg
in order during the routo and lus acuvity iz
following up thecannon duving tho acticz

and assisting in transporting the ammay;

tion Lieut. Portier, of Capt. Andersons
company, Lieuts. Graham and Brissbos, ¢
the Indian Department, Capt. Dean, of s
Prairio du Chein militia, and Licut. Powel
of the Green Bay militia, all acted withen
rage and activity so becoming Canadus
militia or Volunteers. ‘The Interpreterais
bebaved well, but particulary M. St 6
maine, from the Sault Ste. Marie, and &
Rouville, Scoux interpreter, they absolutes
prevented their Indians committing any o2
rago in the plundering way. Commissay
Honore, who acted as lieutenant in Capth
Rollette’s company, whoso singular activit
in serving and keeping an exact accouns ¢
provisions surpriscd me and without whz
we must unavoidably have lost much ofthe
essential article. The Michigan Fencibls
who manncd tho gun bchaved with gres
courage, coolness and intrepidity. As®
tho Sergt. of the Artillery too much caaxx
be said for him, for the fato of tho dayas
our success weroe to be attributed in a gt
measuro to his courage and well manzgy
firing. Sinco writing the abovo a few s
havo arrived fromy tho rapids at the fox
river with two Canadians who bring the k&t
loming information ; on 2lst inst. six Ame®
can barges, threo of which wero armed, ®e?
coming up tho river and encamped ont2




