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wvlich soems ta us unwtîolsomo, we wvîll go behind the
effect tu the cause, wve wilI ascertain tic renson for itit
existence. wc will pour out cruise of sait in at the
tountîin-iîe.td. Extreme vicwvs are Uic normal fruit of
controversy. A swing ut the penduluni of thoughit
bayott4 the perpendicultir of trulli, suggeâts a provious
swing on the otlier 3ide. Il Action nnd reaction are
equal and iii oppo.site directioni n mont; mein as wvell
as anion g inikcules. Do wc flot recognize, in the
case belare us, the operation of nnture's law? P las
tliere not becr i n tic past and is there net oftentimes
now. a grave deficiency in the preaching of the gospelP
Has not faith been emphinsized ai the expensa of love,
justification, at the expense of sanctification salvation
trom punishiment ut the expense of salvation from
sin, tuture happincss at the expense of prescrnt
liolincss a' Do -ie not agita . aur hearers more
about getting te 1-icaven than about "living the
rest af the time in te fle±,h ta the wvili of God ?' ldve
flot the doctrinal ciapter.% ai tlheRolianslbeencxpoutnded
wvitlt greater zeal thian tie practical ? Canur compels
our assenît. And tia recuit from such a defective
presentrition ot the truth has mdnîfebted itbelf in a
preaching equally imperfect and, if possible, more
dangerous. hlaîth is tie roat, love the tree, righteous-
nes-s the fruit of the tree. Too many husbandmen have
given their attention ta the culture o! roots ta the neglect
of fruit ; and naw a schooi of agriculturists bas arisen
amongst us, advocating a new method. IlAwvay with
roots altogether, " they dry; give us only fruit-bearing
trees. "

The condition of Christian work to-day requires a
preaching that is balanced as well as positive. "9To
get behînd the rabbis tu jesus " in a truc sense, ta build
aur theology fairly upan the New Testament which is
1-lis,%vord, would be ta heal many cf the Church's
disorders. WVere the stress laid by us naw as it was by
Christ and! I-lis Apostles, renctionairy views wvould not
be so prevalent. Iractical righteousness is thc end! of
God's plan. The mission of Jesus wvas ta "6save His
people from their sins."I The Christian's supreme
business is ta be holy, and that naw. The Sermon on
the Mlounit and the character of jesus are His goal.
But it is anc thing ta sec the goal, another thing ta
reach it. Beforen a an's lite can conformtothe Sermon,
1-emnust be furnished with an adequate motive and an
efficient pover. Ability without disposition, or dis-
position without ability is deai!. The motive and! the
poiver ahike ariginate in the Cross. Christ crucifled
enkindies aur affections, supplyin& the motive. 49We

lave because He first loved us." Christ crucifici! peurs
forth I-lis Spirit supplying the power. The loving
purpose and the strength te follow Jesus corne wit
pardon ; pardon cames [rom Cdlvary. A place must be
foutid, then, bath for the sermon and! for the Cross.
They stand relateul as means, and end. The end! wili
net ba attained by disregarding the means, nor yet by
disregarding the end!. In these days of centroversy
and! heated argument wve mustbecareful ofouremphasis.
ln avoiding onec extremel we involuntnry rebouni! ta the
otiier and only perpetuate error. It isneIxt taimipossible
for îis to grasp more thnn ane idea firmly. The varieus
dennmînations are magnificent monuments ta mnanes
constitutional onesideness. Let us hol! Up the lite of
j esus as a rule 'v l which men are ta walk; let us faith-
Iully present the Cross as the only inst-rument by which
îlîey cani be crucified ta the world and the wvorld ta
theni Let us makce up aur mids ta know tweo things
and! no more, "lJ esus Christ and Him crucifie!." IlUt
"4Christianity bath a creed and a life, " be our watch-
word. WVe shnil then prave for ourselves and to the
world that the gospel "lis the power of Gai! unta
salvatioii ta ecry anc that believeth."I

There arc fcv, temptatians mrore conmmun ta ardent
bpiri ts than that %%hi, .! themn ta rcjplne At thc lot
in %w!lt iîcy Mre c.au.t, Le'icting that in saine other
situat 1 on they co"uld sre Cî :>: etter. If each such
ma hed the s;p!.t of self s.urrnder, the spirit of tie
cross, il wutild n-t matter ta Mlm whether hie 'vas doing
tie wuth ut the nainspring, -r 0eue ofthe infériDr parts,

Iis hbs dut> to try and bc himise! -sîrnply ta try tp
do his own duty.

THE JAPANESE A QUARTER OFPA OENTURY AaÔ,
IlThirty years ago," says Chauneey Depev, I was

appoînted United States ininister ta jap:%i.. That country
hiad Just been opened ta the commerce of the %vorld Zts
government was a pure feud.dism and of the type of the
pcriod of Louis XI. Trhe feudal lords had their armies
and their casufes, and the tillers of the sal were hale better
titan slaves. Ta.dui? Japan is governcd by a constitutional,
nianarchy and a conigrcss of the representativc5 of the
people. It bas an enlightened press, railroads, trolley
cars, and electric lights. Mien its army fought with
spears and bows and arrows. and ils soldiers werc cladin
Armor. lu-day it bas the most efficient navies and best
trained and most effective armies in the world. It bas
utilized every advantage in nmodern warfare, and in ils
attack upon China demonstrated that upon land and sea
the army and navy of japan are equal to those of the
most advanced of the warlike nations of Europe. Jipan
is a superb illustration of this age of electricity. It took
six lîundred )cars for Europe to progress frors feudalism to
constitutional libcrtie-. and parliamentary gaverninent. ard
from armor and lance to the torpedo and the machine gun.
Japan bas tcc.)mplished the same progress in a little over
a quarter of a century."-Scientiflc Atmerican.

The Christian Endeavor P]edge.
137' I1EY. CHARLUS A. DICKIN{SON., 1.D.

Tho plecigo la unquestionably the pivot &round whicb the
phenomanal succos. J the Ohriatian Endeavor moyemont bau
.wung. Other thiogs being equal, thosooioty whotemembers bave
beau faithfal ta the requirements af the pledge han been stable,
spiritual and aggrossivc, wbeream the bociety which Lan omlUted
the plodge, or allowed IL ta hecome inoperative, hbu, as a rule, been
oithar short..lived or inefficient as a spiritual power in the church.
Fruit the timo whan Johovah becamo knoivn as a ovensot.znsking
God, as une who was willing ta pledge himaelf ta do certain thingus
for mnau, theo ha% beeu a mysteî,ious aud poteut relation betwecn
the piedge, or vow, and the moral and spiritual life.

Tho inen who bave doue much for the world ini a moral or
religion% way havo been the mon who have vowea unta the Lord,
and porformed their vows. Tho cranades and the great teniperaxico
movemcnts bave aIl bingod upon a pledge. The Cburcb itzelf
stand. upon a solemu covenant. Tho religious vow in the aigu cf
a quickoned eonsciance, a ken sens. cf duty, and ab rerolute pur.
pose, It Implies that the persan making the vow hat recoguized
somte great obligation, bai taken into accont the difliculties beaot-
ting iL, and iu spito cf al1 opposition has doermiued te discharge
ItL Hall the battIs is the attitude cf thq soîdter A determined
mnan is more formidable than a glimtening bayonet. A mn bound
by a vow ta do a thing rise at once above Lhe mass of caroluas
mien as n, conspicuous force for gond or cvii ini the comunity. Bis
vaw in hi. drswn sword, hi. levelled bayonet, bis sigu cf aggres-
siveneue.

No mn eau niako mueh of himmeit, or do much for truth or
hunnity, who in. net cousîantly iu this pledgo uttitude. Tho
moral sud spiritual lita ls, lu the roat sens@ of the word, a devoted
lita; a lite lived under a mont solecun vow, A life separated ffrom
overy form n d farce of evil, and aotively hostile La thein. Taklug
the Church covenaut, signiug tho temperanco pledge or tha
Christian Endeavor pledlge, are morely the public acknoir2dgmcnt
cf obligations which re*t upon aIl tVms men and womncu, and whiich
IL in their duty ta discbarge whethor they pledge theuiselis ta do
en or no-.

A good niany young mnu and women do net jain the Christian
Eudcavor ranku becaute they do uat belleve in pledgeil. They do
nlot tel liko eonimittlng themsîvez te a promise wbicb they at
timon inay find it inoonvenient or incompatible with tbeir feelings
ta kocp. And yet these amre youmg people are living aud moving
daily as 2itizes aud social boings in the milldet of a most coinpli.
cated uatwork cf plags aud promises. Theat promises conmîjînto
the vcry framework o! aur social aud commercial lite, aud in pro.
portion as these promises are violatod or keptweapjiroach flusuclal,
patio, anarcby, sud barbarin. Commercial amodit, business
confidence, civil ptosperity,-all these thinup are tho reauît cf
plodges kept inviolsa. Tha man who umes a railroad ticket, or
passt& a dollar bill, or accepta a promissory note, or makcs &
coutraci wîrh an employer, i. dopendlng on au indivîdual )r
corporate plodg.. The breakfast ho esa, the bouse ho lires iu,
the forniture li. uses, tho clotbea ho weart, are in ane fom or
auotber the reaults cf promises aud pledges.

Soma years &go %iseo were Iu mry couc'regation s yonn mian
aud a young woman cf excellent Obristî;rn chaset whom 1
trl.d ta penuade ta join the Society o! Obtiui EndayVor.


