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aro biddon aspire, how often doos thoro atart tho confession and tho
prayer, ¢ My soul oleaves to tho dust s quickon mo according to Thy
word.” Whothor in dealing with othors or {u asplring after moro
holiuoess in our own lives, our only hopo is in that Sylrit whoso breath
can mako tho dead bonas live or kindle tho smouldering cmbers into a
living flamne. Wo grow in holiness and can grow only as we aro filled
with Qod's 8pirit. ~ Not indeod that tho presenco of tho Spicit was
cvor desigaed to rolieve us from all offorts aftor a highor lifo ; rathor by
Hia inspiration wo aro roused to rodoubled energy.  Your body is the
tomplo of the Holy Ghostis tho basis of the apostle’s oxhortation

thoreforo glorify God in your body. Arnimated by this Spirit, Paul
evon moro resolutoly fouglit the fight, won the raco, and laying aside
ovory weight and besotting sin prossed toward tho mark,” Yot how
many, discouraged by tho constant ovil by which the hoights of holincss
are reachod r{row weary aud sigh for an oasfor way. Alas, that a mis-
dircoted sp{ tuality should encourago tho error by ‘maehing » battlo
that needs no fighting, a labour that requires no toil, a struggle with-
out any offort. Novor can tho truth be sufficiently omphasizod that
tho gift of God's Spiritis not to rolieve but to stimulato our own
cfforts, Tho Christian sccrot of & hnp[g lifo ia not tho reclining as if
complotely surportcd in a bed, but by God's strongth, running yotnot
woarying, walking yet not fainting.—Say not then in flooruy
despondency, Suml{‘I have not in mo God’s Spirit, hocauso I find a
constant warfare. Rathor bo oncouraged by that warfaro to know that
God is working iu you, and with that assurance lot all your energics be
redoublod. How then, you say, is a man to overcome an ovil Labit? Is
ho to oxpeot that in a momont ho will overcomo it and find it sll gono, as
ifit had novor boen ! May a miniater guilty of the gross sin of lazincss,
indulged in, it may be, for years, by ono actof faith so roceive the Spiri

that in somo supornatural way knowledgoe will be givon him, and all
tho loss of tho past bo regained? By no means—but patioutly, praver.
fully and labouriously he must by greater diligence durieg the re-
mainder of his days, seck to buy back the hours that romain, But
how togot the stimulus thus to live. Rosolutions fail, intentions aro
brokon. How is ho thon to get an inspiration after tho higher end?
Paul knows, I will be notdrunk with wine, says he, but be filled with
tho Spirit. Onward and upward our aspirations must reach, laying
hold of God'shelp as with all our powors we seok this end in_view.
In proportion a3 we thus livo for a noble ond, tho lower oud will lose
its power, and unoither drink nor laziness nor aught of the flesh will bo
our master, but wo shall live for tho Spirit. Nor lot aunyone be dis-
couraged because thoy have nover had any of tho particular experiences
that aro said to accompany a complolo consccration on tho ontoring into
the highor Christian lifo. God’s word gives no warrant for auy
particular kind of oxperienco to mark any stago of the Christian lifo,
Somno at first are led to Christ through struggles that aro stamped
on thoir memory for life, while othiors by tho samo Spirit are led on
from childhood o that thoy nover can remomber a time when
they did no¢ lovo Josus” So in tho experience of the
Christian lifs somo scem to advance by a series of crises
marked in cach caso by a spiritual struggle, scarching as it is
keon ; iu the case of others tho growth is of a more normal kind, the
plant of grace doveloping first the blade, then the car, then the fall
corn in the ear. But iu all the varied experionces the Christian lifo is
the same. Thoro is but one Christian life, even as thero is but ono
Christ and one Spirit. Not some experionco new and strangoe is our
prossing need, but moro of the Spirit of Christ day by day chan;‘;ing
us into His image, The need of the Church ia not some inward feel-
ing, the joy of which must be told, but the mind of Christ so stamped
upon us that wo shall beecomo epistles known and read of alt men.
With God's Spirit teaching and guiding us and thus writing Christ's
law upon our hearts, the Church of God would secem a power and win
an influenco that would not only reprove the world of sin and of
righteousness, but would be tho weans of drawing souls to the meck
and lowly Josus. .

2. Tho question remains, How mey wo sccure this spiritual
power ! Cloarly the Spirit is promised in auswor to prayer. *“If yo,
thon, beidg evil, know how to give od‘giﬂs to your children, much
moro will your hesvenly Fathor give His Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him.” In secret prayor, in the congrogation met for worship, through
alt the means of grace we are to seck over, in largo measuros, tho guid.
anco of God's Spirit. Yot how many, who, in gencral terms, say thoﬁ
- want tho Spirit, show thoir utter carelessness of the gift throu
noglocting tho dh’iud{ aprointcd moane. Nor is it merely in tho
church at large that lamily prayors aro often ncglocted and peoplo
forsake tho assembling, Recolloctions tell how cven among atudents
thero were thoso who, no doubt, aspired after spirituality, who, nono
the less, wero less frequently at family dovotions than they should be,
and if the spirituality of our mitusters were to bo moasured by thoir
attondanco at devotional exercises at Presbytorics, Synoeds, or Assem.
bligs, I fear it would not be ranked veryh %:h' and yet it is in answor
to prayer this gift is promised; 4nd it was whon the disciplés wore all
of one accord in ono placo that the Spirit at Pentocost, with quickening
power, desconded upon thom. -

8. Bat there is anothor condition ever marked of receiving tho gits
of God's Spirit—the condition.of doiug Christ's will. Josus, iu giviug
to Hisdisciples the promiso of the Comforter, profized it with a con.
dition which, thougli joivod to it by God, man too ofton scoks to
sover.  “* If ye lovo Mo,” He ssys, ‘¢ keep My commandments and 1
will pray the Father and He shall give you another Comfortor.” Jtis
thoy that do God's will that shall know the truth, and to thoss who
faithfully uso tho light thoy posscss in doing God’s will Ho will give
moro light. Only the paro in heart shall sce God, and only those
-who sincercly show their desiro to bo led ncod look ‘or tho guidanceof
the Spirit, Thus all lifo acquires a_now sacredners, and overy honest
attomptatdoing God's will is, in God's sight, an carest prayer for God’s
Spirit. Valuablo thenas means of aocurlng theSpiritas are all the pub.
lisand privato oxercises of worship;-of no lass importaucoto-that end-is
thohnmblest attompt to do right, Without tho latter all the most gdsh-

ingscrvicosand ehjoyabloconforonces will proveutterly worthless, Away
in somne remote country district thero may live a youth who has nover
attonded a conforenco or enjoyed the glowiLg utterances of any giftod
ovangolist, but under the plous training of a komo and tho sincero
dovotions of & Fodly miuister ho finaly and dechiledly ohiooscs a path
full of dificulty, it way bo, but ono that couscionco dictates as tho
right.  No joyous omot{ons cheered tho humble beginmug, no news.
paper sonnded his praiso, but ho did God’s will, and in tho doing the
sp}rit camo to him til} as tho yoars go by tho humblo lifo has unfolded
itsolf, aud revealed a power of consccration unknown to tany who
have beon moved by roligions omotions without tho whole lito being
turnsd to doing God’s will.  Undoubtedly a moast important means of
cithor individual or church seouriug Godl's Spirit is their atriving to do
God's will and yet how strange, go a mooting of Preabycory, S{nod or
Assombly, mot not only to ask God's guidance but through thar
deliberations to seck to do God's will, aud many you would think
spititusl mon draw back from all tho care of oxamining tho differont
questions or leave tho meoting with tho complaint that this isa tedious
business. Ato we to conoludo from signs liko thoss that oven ministors
arv ploasad with apoaklng.or the Spirit's power 8o long aa it is a matter
of onjoyment, but draw back tho momont that it is barne in upon them
that ascortaintng the miud of tho Spirit through all the tangled mazo
of life demands pationt and labourious toil 1 Bo that as it may, it stande
as a truth iimmovablo that without tho readiness to do Qod's will, bo
tho task plossant or otherwiso, tho saying that wo want moro of tho
Spirit's powor in our othar dutics is only ranting hypocrisy, Ifthon wo
would have tho Holy Spirit in our life, all our lifomust be given to tho
Spirit. Witha church thusocarnostly and unitedly desirous of tho Spirit's
guidanoe, sincorely showing by tho faithful uso of the light wo havo that
we are in carnest {n secking more, might we not hope, that in measuro
that wonld gladden our hoarts whilo it nourished our feoblo faith, God’s
Spirit woulﬁ descond upon us, convincing tho sinner, encoutaging tho
faint, strongthening tho worker till the haritago of the Lord ropresonted
by tho divine blessing becamo a praiso in all tho csrth.

Reception of & Jew into the Ohristian Church,

Last Sabbath ovening at thoe close of tho regular service Rov,
John Mutch baptized and roceived into tho moemborship of Chalmers
church of this city, Mr. Samuel Blumborge:, a converted Jow, on pro.
fession of faith, "Mr. Blumberger is of an ortbodox devout Jewish
family in Qermany. Ho is a young man of good natural ability ; is
we!l acquainted with the German, Russian and Hebrew languages,
sud has a fair knowledge of the English. It is just about two years
sinco Mr. Paul Saug, a convert from the Jowish faith also, was roceived
into this samo congregation, and it is q}casing to know, Mr. Saug has heen
mnainly instrumontal in leading Mr. lumbcrgor toa saving knowled
of Christ, There was a very largo congrogation present.  Mr, Mutch,
iu his serinon, pointod out that the rejection ot tho Jow was neither
totsl nor final. He showed there has always been a remnant accord-
ing to the olection of grace; that the Jew will be restored as a dis-
tinct and soparate nstion to their own land, and that this rostoration
will Lo connected with tho * personal and pre-millennial coming
of our Lord.” After this the Jows will become tho groat
missionarics of the cross, then shall nations be born in a day, and tho
kingdoms of this world become tho kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ,

Mr, Mortimer Clark was present and spoko briofly. Ho held that
tho order of mission work was ‘‘to tho Jow first ' and that the
Christian church in tho past had, in a large measuve, failed to reeog-
nizo this. He showed what a powoer tho Jew would bo in tho con-
vorsion of the heathon in that thoy are already in every Iand and aro
acquainted with the woys and languages of all nations. He
eamestly urged the glo 10 tako o deeper interest in mission work
among the Jows. Mr. Blumborgerin a fow words told tho po?[plo
how ho had been led to reoclve Jesus Christ as his Saviour. The
whole gorvico was very impressivo, and not a fow woro moved to
tears,

Both Mr, Saug and Mr. Bluuberger are very anxious to be in.
strumental in leading others of their nation to seo that tho * His.
torical Christ " is indced the truo Messiah,

Professor H. P. Smith.

Tuerr has beon consideradle talk of re-opening the famous Briggs
heresy caso beforo the American Goneral Assombly, which is about to
conveno at Saratogs Springs, though it is not &t all cortain that tho
Assemoly will consont to review the action taken last yosr at Wash.
ington, In fact, a scrutiny of the list of commissloners shows that a
more consérvative body n that of last ycar has been clected, and
that Dr. Briggs is not likely to havo as many sympathizers among

. thom as before.

But ovon if the Briggs caso is nat re-opened the Goneral Assombly
will havoa herosy ¢dse beforo it. _Tho defendent will be Rov. Honry
P. Smith, formerly a ¥mfmr in Lano Thoological Seminary at Cincin-
nati. In tho fall of 1892 charges of herotica! m}\ing wero proforced
agsinst him beforo the Prwbyu-;f of Cincinnati, Tho charges wore
sustained, and ho was suspended from the exercise of his ministry,
Tho locel board of Lano Sominary supported him, and ho appealed to
the Synud of Ohio, which, at its meeting last year, confirmed tho
action of the Prcsbng. During the past year Dr. Smith rosigned
his ohair at Lane. Ho has served formal notice of appeal from tho
Synod upon Rov. Dr. Roberts, tho stated clork of tho Goneral Assem-
bly, and bis caso will bo on the docket of the national body,

It islikely that Dr. Smith will moot tho {ato of Dr. Briggs,
ag tho two agree on many points of alleged heresy. Thoconservatives
maintain that Dr. Smith virtually denies the inspiration of tho Bible.
Ho bolieves that thoro aro mistakes in tho Bible, but doolares that he
is a3 loyal to tho doctrino of inspiration as any Proshyteriau,




