THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT.

To the Editor of the Canadinn Independent:

My Diar Sir, I have just seceived
this week’s InvgrexprNi, and hasten to
say that, aga horn Scotch Independent ;
as the son of aScotch Independent minis-
ter—and they are considered thoroughly
orthodox on the question of Indepen.
dency- I am quite in accord with your
views on that subject, as published in the
INpEPENDENT: and so far as 1 know,
they are the views held by our body, both
in England and Scotiand.

I am quite as strong & Congregation-
alist as those who have written the letters
in question : have no leanings whatever
to Presbyterianismy, as a church system .
and 1 fail to see the slightest hias in that
direction in any of your articles. Nor
have I heard, in any quarter, the least

whisper of dissatisfaction as to the course .

of the INDEPENDENT.

On the contrary, I know 1 will be

borne out when 1 say that the paper has
never heen more apprediated in the body
than it is to-day, under the present edi-
torial management.  We are under great

obligations to you for taking it up at the

time you did, and T am sure the Congre

gationalists of Canala don't want any

change, either in the editorial or in the
principles enunciated.

I have been 2 subseriber since 1834,

and have much pleasurein testifying to
its increasingescellence.
Yours very truly,
Montreal, Jan, 13, 1880.

B.

[With reference to the subject above
mooted, we have received a letter from
one of the triends from whose former let-
ter we made the eatracts which were the
basis of our article, * Qur Presbyterian-
jsm:" it is personal and not intended for
publication, but we venture, notwith-

standing, in justice to the writer, toquote
one portion. He says, ** Thave no regrets

that the sentiments of the letter are made
public. but I do feel some regret that |
had not made a direct letter to yourself
the vdhicle of communication. 1 might
have said the same thing with accom-
panying words of commendation and
qualifications, which would have been as
truthful representatives of my  feelings
towards the C. L, asthose you have seen
and published. " We thank our friend
f... these words, and believe from the
general tone of his letter that we are
much nearer accord in our views than
the extracts of st week would have led
us to think,  En. CO L}

-
BOND STREET CHURC/,

| The following has been handed to us
for publication. - L. €. 1]

On the imitation of the Daccutive
Committee of the above church, the
pastors and deacons of Zion, the North-
e, Western. and Vorkville churches met
with the male members of the Bond St
church in conference on November 23rd
last, the pastor of that church, Dr. Wild,
being in the chair.  Views wace inter-
changed, and the conference adjourned.
Subsequentiy the following resolution was
sent to cach of the churches there invited
to the conference:

Boxo S1keL1 CONGREG 1TONAL UHURCH,
‘Toroxio0.

Resolution passed at Churchmecting, held
Wednesday evening, December Sth, 1880.

Resolzed,- “That we, the members of the
Bond Street Congregational Church, desire
to express our deep regret that the results
which have followed upon the call and
scttlemient of our late pastor have been of
so unhappy a nature. .

While we cannot admit that in giving
that call, or in our subsequent action, we
were actuated by any motive other than
that of secking and sccuring the best inter-
ests of the church, we see in the results the
evidence that we were unfortunate in our
action, and have accordingly taken those
steps which we deemed right and proper,
and have crased the name of our late pastor
from the church roll.

We further desire to give expression to
our regret that a reproach should have fall-

* en upon the cause of Christ, and especially
upon the churches of our own denomina-

tion, in consequence of the late course of

events at Bond Street, but we hope and be-
lieve that our Lont and Master, ** Whose
we are and Whom we serve,” is gwiding
and leading us m the present, and that the
future of our church will be o happier, a
brighter, and 4 more successful one.

It is therefore om lestire to be wm bonds
of fellowship and C Lan umon with all
God's peaple,

‘The church rejoices i tie settleme
Dr. Joseph Wild 1 the pastorie,
pledyres itself o hearty Libour with him an
the extension of the Gospel of vur common
Lord.

A united meeung of e pastors and
deacons of the churches thus addressed
“met December 23rd at the residence of
Rev. Wo 1L Powis to unitedly consider
the above resolutions.
submit to the respective churches the
* following :
A carcful consideration of the resolutions
| passed at the mecting of the Bond Street

! church. on the 8th of December, 15880, leads

1 to the condlusion that the siud resolutions
are not fitted to restore the confidence
which has been broken, seeing that regret
for the “results 1« muntioned, but any ex-
pression of aeret for the actions wheh
necessarty led to those results appears to
have been studiousty avorded.

We destie to say thaty recozmany the
right of a church to regulate ats asfiur,
whatever individual epmion may be. we
“would not have made the unhappy events
which e oucuned sn connesnion withy the

quested our pastor and office bearers o

meet withtheminformaleonforenee, and sab-

sequently have knd these resolutions be‘ore

us s thetefore forced upor us to allude |

i o those actions by winch the Hond street
chutch plecad iisdd vutside the Congiega-
tenal Uaion and of the fldiowshup of therr
sister (hirchies, and 1o that constant justiti-
cation of the conse, which perpetates the
alienation

We believe the Bond Street churchiohave

nesion with thewr Late pasior wath s knoan
‘.‘lmc(‘cdc:‘.ls and the peculiar reittion m
Ladhich he sinnd to the wunoanination o
; A\Y
to hin : we llso hehieve than the & ton of
Cthe matoniny tovards a Lnse and worthy

I minonty, « ho protested aganst e andue- !

i tion of the late pastor, and were i conse-

,quence of that indaction obized to with-

My Handford m spite of reports which had
become matters of public notoriety. cven to
the tinding their way into the public press.
was at least most strange @ we also think
that the action of the Bond Strect chuich
in refusing to meet with the committiee ap-

fellowship. and we belicve that the results
which have heen so injurious not only to
the Congregational body in Canada, but
also 1o the Chntian churches of Toronty,
and which the resolutions deplore, have
beer the inevitable resulis of the unwise
and unkind acton above referred 1o, and
that, therefore, the separation which exists
between that churdh and other Churches of
the denonunation -in which tle Bond St
church was once one of the mest honoured
and uscful members® has Leen solely ocea-
sioned by that church’s determined action.

We consider that the Bond Street church

results, but frankly acknowledyre regret for
their erroncous conduct, and this is simple
justice to themscives, to the minerity who
were driven from amongst them, and to the
Christian public generally.

In our judgment, therefore, it is the Bond
strect church alone that can place stself m
true fcHowship with the Chnstian commun-
ity and with the once sister churches, and
uatil this is donc we are constrainced to say
that 2 mere formal fellowship would be
worthless to them and unworthy of those
who tendered it.

We unhesitatingly say that we desire the
true prosperity of the Bond Street church,
that these utterances arc wade in no un-
friendly or critical spirit, but being called
upon by that church to take action we find
it incumbent upon us to take and maintain
such aposition as wilt honestly show our
views with regard to those unhappy events
that have so troubled and disturbed our
denomination in this city and province.

I was agreed 10!

church m Bond Street the present subject
+of church action, had not that dharch re-

acted not only *unforturateiy, butanwise-
I even to wronc-doing i fornnng a con- -

ich he Belnnred when e at was civen

draw from the churche was unkind @ that
the pursistenay of the church mosctaiing

pointed by the Union was wrong and un-
courtcous, calculated at once (0 destroy all t

should not only express regret for the sad i

l The Northern and Vorkville churches,
attheirregular church meetingson Decem-
ber 29th, adopted these last resolutions
| simpliciter ; the Yorkville church adding
their readiness to grant fellowship when
i the conditions were fulfilled ; the North-
ern appointing the pastor with  Messrs.,
! Baird and Nasmith to convey the re-
i solutions to the Bond Street church, Zion
continued theconsiderationto an adjourn-

nt of  td church meeting on the sth inst, and
and | adopted the same, simply adding to the

i last paragraph so as to read, * we desire
1the restoration and true prosperity,” &c.

The Western resolved that their fellow-
ship with Bond St. had not been broken,
and that therefore no action was needful
on their part,

}

—_— ——— —
| THE NENIW CONGREGATION AL
; CHURCH, SARNTAL

|

|

v s chureh, sttuated on the corner of
Queen and Wellington streets, and oc-
cupying an important position opposite
the site of the proposed town park, was
formally dedicated to the worstup of God
con Sunday, 2nd anst.  In the morning at

11 o'dodk, after the invocation and sing- !

g, the Reve W, Jo Cuthbertson read
suttable passages of Seripture, and offer-
- ed the praver of dedication. “The pastor,
Reve WO HL AL Claris, nest made the
usual dedaration, and the Rev. D, Me-
Gregor, M. AL preached an able and
effective sermon. Basing hes remarks on
Mark ab 11, he proceeded to show that
., Christ should enter, (1), into the com-

(3), into the the ehurch; and (3). into
the heart of evers man. At 3 o'dock
the Reve o Hastings Ross, of Port

Huron, preached a tellng discourse in s

his own particalar line : his teat
Psalns alvin, 12,1
LLre’s utterance

was
Begimmng with Vol
respecting Christ,

B

I

* Crush the wretch,” and his dedlaration

m 1778, tha Christianity would be
dead in fifty years trom that time,” he
wenton to show that this was far fom
the case. A comparson between that
date and the present in regard to the cir-
cuiation of the Senptutes, the extent and
effecs of misstonany operations, and the
work 1 home ficlds, served to show a re
markable energy and acovan tor a dung
suwstem. In reference o that, it might Le
truly satd ** Blessed are the dead which
die inthe Lord”  In the ecvenimg an 7
; o'dock. the Rev. D MeGregor, M. A
i preacked an nteresting and - beautiful
j discourse on * Hope,” based on Rom-
cans v 13, The church is 60 \ 44 feet,
and is built of red brick. in the Gothie

i seating four hundred people.
y front over the entrance, s a gallery with
I a seating capacity of fifty, in which the

choir will be located.  The body of the
i church is lighted with three large win-

dows on the sides. each having a border
; ofstained glass. with ehameled centres. and
| were put inby R, Lewis, of London. "They

Fare good specimens oflus kil in that hne

, of business. The front window, which
| faces Queen street, is a really  handsome
{ one, being what is termed  a tre-forl wmn-
dow. It has acentre piece representing a
dove in the act of descending. and was
presented to the church by Mrs. C. C.
Claris, in memory of a deceased grand-
daughter, a daughter of the pastor of the
church. Al the windows are the gift of
the members of the congregation.  The
celing s angular, showmg the trusses,
and is twenty-five feet in height. The
seats are constructed of white ash
trimied with black walnut, and were
manufactured by Messrs. R, & H. Mac-
kenzie, Sarnia.  The pulpit is formed by
an arched recess at the rear of the build-
ing. The main entrance to the church
is level with the basement, and has stairs
on both sides leading to the auditorium,
continuing from there to the gallery.
The basement is 39x36 feet, and is in-
tended for a lecture and school room. A
partition extends across the east end of

mon affairs of life: (2), into the home

style of architecture, and is capable of
At the e

the basement, the space beyond being
occupied as an infant class-room -12v1y,
furnace-room and vestibule  from which
a sturway leads to the pulpit. ‘The
building is heated by hot air, which is
supplicd from a large furnace cased in
brick, which renders it fire-proof.  The
furnace is a gooud one, and was put in by
Beecher Bros, of lLondon.  Dampers
are placed at convenient points for the
regulation of heat  “The painting was
done by Messrs, C. Taylor & Son, and
plastering by Mr. James Ellison,  The
plans and specifications were drawn by
Mr. Robson, who also superintended the
construction  of the  building.  ‘The
church, though by no means the largest
pin Sarnia, has a neat and comfortable
ook aboutit, and reflects great credit on
| the pastor, Rev, Mr. Clans, and the con-
i gregation, for their energy in crecting,
under many disadvantages, so handsome
a building.  ‘The total cost of the church
will be, as near as can be ascertained,
$6.500 -of which above two thirds are
provided for.

On Monday afternoon at 3 o'dock a
prayer meetng was held in the Church,
Atepght in the evening a public plat
form meeting was held, when addresses
were dehvered on  Congregationalism.”
The Rev. WU HL Claris presided. The
Rev. W, H. Allworth spoke on * Qur
Fasential Principles 7 Reve D, MeGre-
gor. on *Our Dangers:” and the Rev.
W. J. Cuthbertson, on *Our Doctrines,
their  Basis and Forms.™  The Rev. ).
Howie, D, Camphell, and L. Johnson
made a few general remarks.

ENVMERTING,

Accarding to announcement G tea-
meeting was acld i the biseneat of the
new church on Tuesday eveni g last.
Pour large tables, extending fram one
end of the basement o the other, were
vell toaded with alt the delicaaes imag-
mable, which were cagerly disposed of
by those present, dish aiter dish - disap-
pearmg with wonderfel mpidity. The
waiters at one time seemed to b on the
verge of a panic, <o {reauent were the
calls for edibles, but they sallied a dittde
after, their numbers  were  reintoreed.
Some fears were enterizined that there
would not be sufficion: edibles to feed
<0 large and hungry a crowd as congre-
wated at the tables, b the judament of

rthe ladies of the  congregation was
teorrect this time, as there was enough
land to spare. The adies  deserve
Lgreat «credit  for  the  quality  of
jthe caables and aiso  tor the tasty
{manner in which  the tables  were
|

decorated.  After evervone had satisfied
the cravings of their appetites an ad-
journment was made to the church
proper. On motion, the newly clected
deputyreeve of Sarmia Township, Mr.
W, F. Tavlor, was clected to the chair,
after which followed addresses by Revs.
Messrs, Cuthbertson,  Allworth, Howie,
Thompson, and the pastor of the church.
“The addresses were listened to with great
attention by those present. The choir
furnished some  choice  sclections  of
music during the intervals between the
addresses. Mr. J. Mitchell and  Miss
Morrison each gave solos and received
hearty  encores. .\ duct by Misses
Brown and Mitchell was also well re-
ceived.

At 10.30 the meeting broke up, and
the general opinion prevailed that it was
a great success financially and otherwise.

SOCIAL.

A social was held in the same place
on Wednesday evening, the bounty of the
ladies making it an easy matter to supply
the wants of a large assemblage.

The meetings were all most successful.
On Monday evening seats had to be
placed in the aisle, and then several had
to leave for want of oom. The pastor
and people are to be congratulated on
their energy and deserved success.

W. J. CUTHBERTSON,




