
VIE~ UO~'ntLY uRCOiUD OP

humble olbeisance to the son of aur Queen, whose ancestor's in those davs weM
feudatories of the Court aof Dcliii, commanding forces mare nurnerous far tliau
the armies ever cnîianded by either Francis or Ilenry,-not anc but qv
thein,-and now thcy cluster around the Calcutta vice-regal thronc more jjh.i
missive lhr ta the mercst nod of the Paramouint 1'ower- tlian their ancestors te
flhc miost percmptary comnmand af the Great Mogul. 1 ain flot goi neto gi iean
elaborate descrito of the ceremony, and, as the reason for my forbea.îu('ej
necd only Say tîxat the programme occupied four largre sheets of priinted inatter,
anti 1 aux sure it Ivill be deemced satisflhctary. As ail whose naines were oit the
Govermunent Ilouse Es~t rcceivcd invitations, 1 got ane ainong the rcst, and i ai
the good fortune ta have xny seat assigmed in a good position near t.o the thront
and saw everything ; and it was a scen- aif gfoîgous mnagnificence, of Basern
brilliance combiner ivitli Westeri. Inoderation and taste, whieh can neyer p
froin the mind's eyc. The Viceroy, as Grand Masmter, the variaus R1ajahs and
M1aharajahs as Knights, or Kinighits Commnanders, the Gompanions of th;e Ox'der,
the Governors, Lieut.-Goverxors, the Comimissioners, &c., ail in their robes, ii
pages, beralds, standard-bearers et hoc genus oinne, lormed a most brilliant
procession into the Chapter tent and up ta the raiscd throne, on whichi the Vice.
roy took bis seat, with the Duke an his right lxand, and the Knighits Coxnuxaxxd.
ers, Knighits, and Coxnpanions ranged on the Iawer level according ta senioritv.
And then the Secretary having read lier Majcsty's warrant for the assexabliil
af the IlChaý,pter," and her commnand for the investiture, and the ribboL
badge, star, mnantie, aui collar havinig been brougl>t fram the Duikes tent, the
Viceroy requested the two senior memb ers Fresent--thie Mýaharajahis af Scindih
and Jeypore-to invest the neophyte witlx tlxe saine, which tlxey did, wvitb
the exception of the collar, wivbih the Graind Mastei himself fastenced around
bis neck, (lie rneanwhile kneeting before the throne), and addressed ta huaii the
admonition; and then caýme the volleys af artillery, the fiourisli af truxapes,
the unfiirling of the new Knight's bannier, and the proclamation by the bi!i
af ail bis tit1Le and hionours. 'Ais is the barest sketch of a pageant unique it
modern 'imes, and carnied out with a felicitous blcnding ofthe Oriental and ti,
Occidental, which united the gorgeousness ai the anc witx the sirnplicity ai' the
other, and gave the -%orld the spetacle af a vice-regal throne, 6,000 miles froià
the seat of inupire, surrourided. by a hast ai vassals, sanie of wvbose predecessor,
werc powerfül Princes wvhilst Harold and William -%vere fighting at Hastingn
and the foref-athers ai others of -%vhom carved tlieir wvay toaài but independeni
authority, whilst we were only a company ai merchants wbose presonce wvas t4
emated only becanase wc rninistered, ta tlieir luxuries or revenues. A choird
about 300 singers n'as also present, and sang "Gdsave the Queen" at tlx-
beginmxng, and "4Rule Britannia" at the close, ai the proceedings Bar] ay
ýthe Viceroy, cao'nied himself' grandly aIl tbroughiout. lis parti y forin curres
ponded well ta the enveloping and brilliant mantde which, as Grand Master, hif
wore. and lais wvhole appearance corresponded talerably n'el ta the native eln.
ception ai what a rider tixghit to be,-" a unean seven feet and a bial Iiigb, and

*cvrdWith jewels." Ya'. will remember that wlien Mr. Disraeli gave Eaiý
Maya the vicc-regal appaintment, the Liberal papers, with that ivretcbed Wani
of ýenerosity whnch tbey nover fail ta display ta an opponent, from anc end
Britain ta another, set up a hawi against the Bar], predicted misrule, incapacity
romn, every cvii under the sunt. Punch jained in the autcry, and representel
india Is a captiv2 maiden trembling n'ith the dark and baneful sbadow ai Ead
Mava flung across her; the. papers ai India, European and native, took- tht
alarm, and an aIl but unanimaus protest wvas sent ta Britain ngainst the a
pointinent; and Mr'. Gladstone, when he rade into office on his IlIrish Churh
Disestabiishnacnt" nag, "a importuned ta cancel it, thaugli such a proceduin'onld have been, tasythe least ai it, unusual and harsb, and for sanie tim-e il-seemed as if ho would carry his party spirit even to that iength 'but the Ea11


