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by their meî-ns tried to overthrow the religion and the liberties
of the nation. H1e waa defeated and driven out; but his effort
t(> establi.sh a military depotiam nmade the naîne of 'standiag
arnwy" stink in the nostrils of the nation. 'It is indeed im-
ptbesible," said one of the leading statesmen of th#, early eigh-
teenth eentury. 'that the libt.. dics of the people ean. be preserv-ed
in any country where a nuwnerous standing army is kept up."
The national militia continued, as of old, to stand for freedomi
and self-government. The voluntarily enlisted standing army
was regarded as the engine and emblem of tyranny.

Ir. Th£e Last Two Centunes.

The eighteenth tceiturY saw a constant struggle on the part
of eonstitutionalists to get rid of the standing arnîy altogether.
Army Acta ivere limited iii their operation to a vear at a tinie,
and were passed under inessant protest. Grants to mnaintain the
armvy wcrc siinilarly resti eted. Every interval of peace wvit-
xiess«ed the rapid reduction of the regular force.%. But the tintes
were adverse Wars were frcquent. and on an ever-inereasing
Ne.-le of magnitude and duration. The Ntandiiiz ariny hadl to he
rnaiintained. cnd. in'leed, steadily enlarged.

But the inilitia for home defence was neveu allowcd to be-
corne extinct, and it cnjoyed -in immense popularity. I 1757
Nwas cnrefully reorganized b% statute. The number of m--i to
be raised was settled, and each district was eonmpeiled to provide
a certain proportion. The selection was to be made by ballot, to
the complete ecluision of the voluntary principlc. During the
Nalpoleenic war, when invasion~ seenicd imminent, the militia was
s;everal tinies e.allcd out and emibodie'd. In 1806 the principal
of univeûrsal obligation on whieh it 'vas based 'vas clearly stated
by C'astlereagh in the flouse of ('animons. Uce spoke of "the un-
doubted prerogative of the ('rown ta euhl upon the services of al
liege subjects ini cae of invasion."

At the moment when he sp)oke, hawevc,, the iminiiiient feue
of invasion had been removýed-reniove. inde-cd, for a century-
by Nclgon's erowning victorv at Trafalgar. Frrm that tune
for'ward th.e inlttvforces- of the ('rown wcrc required iiot soI
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