a
|

. ] -

482 CANADA LAW JOURNAL.

by their means tried to overthrow the religion and the liberties
of the nation. He was defeated and driven out; but his effort
to establish a military depotism made the name of ‘‘standiag
army’’ stink in the nostrils of the nation. ‘‘It is indeed im-
possible,’’ said one of the leading statesmen of the early eigh-
teenth century, *‘that the libe. des of the people can be preserved
in any country where a numerous stending army is kept up.”
The national militia continued, as of old, to stand for freedom
and self-government. The voluntarily enlisted standing army
was regarded as the engine and emblem of tyranny.

V. The Last Two Centuries.

The eightecnth century saw a constant struggle on the part
of constitutionalists to get rid of the standing army altogether.
Army Acts were limited in their operation to a vear at a time,
and were passed under incessant protest. Grants to maintain the
army were similarly restricted. Every interval of peaee wit-
nessed the rapid redaction of the regular forees. But the times i
were adverse.  Wars were frequent, and on an cver-increasing
scale of magoitude and duration. The standing army had to he
maintained, end, indeed, steadily enlarged.

But the militia for home defence was never allowed to be-
come extinet, and it enjoyed an immense popularity. In 1757 it
was carefully veorganized by statute. The number of men to
be raised was settled, and each district was conipeiled to provide
a certain proportion. The selection was to be made by ballot, to
the complete exclusion of the voluntary principle. During the
Napoleenie war, when invasion. seemed imminent, the militia was
several times called out and embodied. In 1806 the principal
of universal obligation on which it was based was clearly stated

by ('astlereagh in the House of Commons. He spoke of ““the un-
doubted prerogative of the ("rown to call upon the services of all l
liege subjects in case of invasion.”’ ‘

At the moment when he spoke, however, the imminent fear
of invasion had been removed—removed, indeed, for a century—
by Nelson’s erowning vietory at Trafalgar. Frem that time
forward the military forees of the ('rown were required not so




