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out the vagaries of an irresponeible multitude--that such things
have coms to pau should indeed inake every thoughtfül mnan ask
whither are we driftiag I

It matters iit>tle how high or how low is the qualification of
the voter, or whr.-t the forni of goyerument is, if such aïk irrespon-
sible body as a combination of trades unions e6n at any tune by
the threat of paralyzing the industries of the country, whieh
j.ractieally means starvation of poor and rich alike, compel the
authorities, whoeveAr they rnuy be, to grant any demand whieh,
ini the opinion of the trades unions, nia: seem. likely to serve
their interpats. For a long time trade unions were content to
devote themselves to, questions o! economy, and to a great extent
the sympathy of the publie was with them. But now the Social-
irtie elcment, which. has been struggling for a long tîme to gain
the supremnacy in the unions, bas, been gaiining ground, and, as
ini the caae in Belgium, hms succeeded ini bringing the powvels of
the unions to carry out their own projects, socinl and poiitieal.
That they will be satisfied with the success they have so easily
gRined is not te be expected. Appetite grows with what it feeda
tipor, und it wil! iot be long before the next victim will have a
warning to preptre for demolition. What lias beeii done in
i3elgium niay be donc, or at least atteinpted, elqewhere. se let flot
those who are concerned-.qnd( who are flot ?-Ie surprised ;f
they find themselves the objeet of similar attecks.

The l3elgic constitution thus rudtely assaileci is of a peý.uliar
chï.raeter, hRving no counterpart iii any of those whieh have
spruug f roin the parent Britishi ideas. Lt is based upon the coin-
mion sense principle that whîle ail should have a voice w'ho are
capable of expressing it, those should mile who are capable of
ruiing, and who must, of course, prove their capacity by their
actions. We copy from the Tintes a brie! account of this re-
iiiarkable franehise:

"' nder the constitution of 13~31 it wus confilned to taxpay-
Ers, but in 1893-4, after a threatened general fitrike, it wvas
extended to ail maies twenty-fi-ve years of age resident for one
yeur in -the saine constitueney. With this extension, however,


