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Before quitting the subject, we shouild like to say that the
opening paragraph of his chapter on Il Judges " bas riow a
pecuiliar significance. He savs: IlIt is a natural resuit of the
laws flot being uinderstood bv those whû make them, that
persons of l,.,ýrjs/aljtie (the italics are ours) capacity should be
ernplo.ved in their interpretation and improvement." Mr.
justice Darling %vas hiniself an M.P. when lie made this naive
confession of the nescience of British law-makers; could it
be expected, then, that he would corne to the l3ench clothed
cap.a-pie in the mantie of the judicial quality, even asahe
iinderstanids its texture ?

The publication of the fourth edition of 11r. Hunter's
excellent work- on Romnan Law remincis uls that the charge of

"looking to Roine -can nom-adays be applied with quite as
inuch force to Eng-lish lawwvers as to some English chtirchrnen.
\Vith the first appearance of Main&s "-Ancient Law "the
insular prejudice of the average English lawyer against the
stud1v of the great Roman systctn began to abate. Ne carne
to recog iize that it wvas not the produet of medituval inonks,
that Canon law ané, Roman law; wvere flot convert l>le terms;
and, most astouinding fact of ail, that a very considerable
portion of the foundation of the Commnon law wvas hewn in
the Roman qiiarries. The writings of Bentham and Austin
had prior to this, it is true, stimulated in England the studv
of the historical and philosophical phases of jurisprudence;
but they were liard reacling, and sought their constituency in
minds ot an academic caste. Sir H-enry Maine, on the other
hand, places the treasures of his learning within the reach of
ail sorts anc., conditions of in in the profession. The
seholar here finds an explication of the recondite sources of
modern law which disarmns bis criticisim, and cohipels his
assent; while the buisv man of affairs, who cati only ernploy
bis spare moments ini expanding his knowledge, is led over a
broad and pleasant path to the desired goal, withotit having
to flounder wearily throughi mazes of crabbed text and
morasses of laboured foot notes, which unsettie rather than


