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ing more liberal and profound in knowledge,
and charitable in their expressions of censure
and approval, concerning al! those great ques-
tions whieh alFect the hopos andi 'estiny of our
raice. It %vould be, no doubt, a pleasing task
te take a retrospect of the year that is now de-
parting, andi sketch the works tlîat have beer.
donc iii the varicus departments of intellectual
culture, but titis is flot the essayist's duty in this
instance te perferni. Our thoughts have been
teo raînbling, andi like the visitor, te somne
antiquated castie or cathiedrai, we love te wan-
der hiere andi tliere-now stopping to admire
this columneti aisie or marbie tablet cornice,

andi pause perhaps te speculate on its history
andi the associations conaected with it. Wo
have said that tlîis is a wcrking age, wlien the
race is more and more terribly ia earnest, in
triumphing over uiatcrinl forms than during any
provious era; and in titis assertion, we think
we are sustained by what lias been donc in the
present generation. But work and play enter
both into the lives of ecdi individual, andi tliere
is nothing se muchi we regret-ttat tiiese lioli-
days of the year andi seasons of happy reunion
-sacreti te the memories cf childlhood-youth
andi olti age-steulti be sacrificeed te the god cf
labour andi cf fammon.

CHRISTMAS EVE.

DY W. ST. JOHN-

ITwns4 Christm.,ý Eve-a colti crisp Clhristnmas
Eve,-nioonlight toc-thc sky was cloudless,
andi the niellow rays of the Queen cf Niglît faîl-
ing on the silvery sncw matie it alinost briglit
as day. Tlîe merry jingle cf the sleigh-bells as
they daslieti rapitily te anti fro, lent life te the
scorne, and madie everything witlîout appeargaty,
whether it really wvas se or net.

But everybody was net hîappy, ner even gay
-for gaiety is very often only an assumption cf
happiness-on tuit Christmnas Eve. Ne, wîthîin
tIe I)recincts cf tIeceity thiere was nlisery-
poverty, sickness, want, anti liardship-periaps
flot se mucli as usually falîs te the sliare cf
ever- large city; but yet a great deal,-and
the mîost cf whuichî coulti have been alleviateti,
if these whe had the means anti the power, aiad
only hati the will as well.

There were somne, toc, vhio, were net sick;
and by ne means in want, anti yet they were
far frein being hiappy. Sucli a one wvas Mr. F.
C. Sterne, as hie stoe(1 at lus charnIer wintiow
locking eut at the monceniglit scene we have
attelnîpteti te tiescribe. He trieti liard to
make hiniscîf believe lue felt hîappy, but the
more lie trieti, the~ moure lie becaîne convinceti
tliat lie wîîs really misier:îbI.. 1-leturned away
frein the window, and sat dcwn by the clîcerful
ceai-fire which threw a Iiickerinig, ruddy glew,
on the rîchi curtains, scfc carpets, elegint fur-
niture, andi rare pictures of his drawing rocin.
Re placeti lis feet on the fender, guîzcd intently
inte the fire, and in spite cf htiniself becanue
busy tluinking, andtibis thoughts, like a kaleitie-
scepe, chiangeti very quickly frein one scelie te
ancther. fle thieuglît liow a littie more than
twelve years before this particular Christmnas
Eve, hie arriveti in the cty with lus ivife anti
chilti, a very yeung man-fer lie wvas Dow only
thirty-thrce; i> lie liîîd gene into, business;
hcw lie liad striven for the first three ycars, and
110W witlî ail lus striving lie coulti barely keep
his little family coinfortable. Then when lie

was just beginni.ng te, le able te, do so, Iîoi his
ivife liad sickened and died. LTow, thougli lie
had feit the blew severely, yet for the sake cf
lus only clîîld-Iîer îxîotlicr's imrage, andi tlie
darling of his ewn lieart-lie hati borne inanfully
Up against it, until aine years after lier niother's
death, she, too, in the beauty and bloomn ef
innocent chiltheoti, after tliree days illness, feil
a victimi te diptheria, and lier dust wvas borne
andi depositeti witlî lier motlîer*s in the lone
dhurchyard. Andi then, for a few weeks, licw-
almcst mechanically-he hati gene about more
like a man under the influence of a hialf-drowsy
sloep, superinduced by the liabituai use cf some
narcotic stiîîîulant-than a nîae"having an aim
te live, muehlIess one wlio wvas beginning
te acquire the cliaracter cf a shrewd and suc-
cessfal business man. LIew hie awoke te a full
sense cf lus situation, anl te change it, andi
banish lus melanchîely, hie absorbed hiimself
wlîolly and solely in business; how everything
hie projected prespereti, and every untiertaking
lie planneti was crowned witlî success, until in
the cares cf business lie hati forgetten every-
tlîing !-Yes, even wife and child,-but that
was because he titi net think; wculd net allow
himself te think; except cf slips, cargos,
freighis, and nmarkets; anti cf these ne utan
thought more, anti certanly ne man was better
pcsted. But ncw on this particular Chiristmias
Eve, there seemeti te have cerne a re-action
and lie did tkinc, and lie wendered toc, what
lis neiglibors thouglît cf Wun.

Wlîat ii they tliink cf him?-Why tlîey
lcnew lie owned and eccupied the mest coin-
fortable mansion, witlî a pretty little garden
and trees in front cf it, andi a larger gardon anti
yard in its rear, that there was in tîte fashionable
street in which it was situated. Thcy knew toc
that lie liad slips at sea, andtiîat lus chîeck
was gocti for many thousantis cf dollars ; but tlîey
thought that the mari anti bis naine were ex-
tremecly weIJ. suiteti te each other, IlSterne by
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