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R EGULAR and stated representative meetings
ai tie Presbyterian Church arc an essential

part ofilber polity, and arc indispensable ta ier
wcillbeinig and progress. TVie Cliuirclies that pre-
fer allier polities find it mîcessary ta farn uniaons,
agsociiatis, district Syîîads, conventions and cati-
irences that those activcly cngaged ini tie work ai
the Gaspel may nicct together and consuit as ta
tîte îisest measures ta adc'pt for thie wel-bing ai
the Clîurchîcs ta whicli they belongr and for thie

promotion ai the cause for which they exist, that
they may bear testimrony ta the truiths ai thte Gos-
pel and ta seek its extension among ail nations.
[lowever earnest the individual minister may be ini
his field ai labour, and howcver vigorous the lire
and devotedl thie spirit af the congregation, bathi arc
bcnefted and refreshed hy meeting with their
spiritual kindred from ail parts ai the country.
Critics may find several things open ta question ini
the management and methads ai aur ecclesiastical
courts. Tbcy niay suggest altcrations and what
ta then sceems improvements, but no amie las yet
ventured ta propose their abolition. The tcnldemicy
now is ta widen their scope and ta bring thcm
inta closer harmony with popular sentiment. Froni
the rirst, Prcsbytcrianism lias steadiiy resisted thie
temptatian, apparently incident ta ecclesiastical lin-
mati nature, ta make ,.broad distinction bettveeiî
clergymen and laymen. Wliencver and whcrever
this tendency manifests itself it is uniformly met
wilb the principie ai Presbyterian parity. In every
General Assenibly, as ivell as ini other courts af thte
Clîurch, intelligent and business ike eIders take ai
active and infliential part in the praceedings. Tie
Asscmbly naw ini sesbioti is uta exception. Meni
emlinent in the business and prafessianat Mite ai the
country- are amomîg its members, anîd several ai them
have takemi a proilinent part in its deliberations.

Those wha have an acquaimtance wîlli the habl-
ils ai Assemblies in past ycars stili observe sanie
charactrislics cammon ta ecclesiastical and other
assemblages as weli. Arter the opeming it takes
somne lime ta setule dowmî ta a systcmatic transac-
tion ai thie businîess. The first days ai the session
arc usualy marked by cfusive and exuctberant ara-
tory. lotîrs are taken up in coming ta a decîsion
af matters comp qtivcly of ittle imrportance. The
proposai ta eniaric sunevhat the powers and fumîc-
tions of Synods, thereby making them more use-
fui and lessening the plethora of business coming
before the Assembly, inight have been disposed aif
n half te lime thtat its discussiomn entailcd. Tech-
nicalities entered largely into the debate. Import-
ant constitutional questions ivere no doubt ta some
extent itwoived, and members af high standing and
influenîce spoke well and scnsibhy ami these aspects
of the case, several ai tîti viewing with appre-
hension any change iroin thie established tise and
wont. ln the manifcst reluctance ta entertaiîî amy
new departtîre there is a saieguard against rash and
impeîuous changes, but whetî the proposai ta give
district Synods larger pawers in dealing with appeal
cases is granted, we shail besurprised if the Presby-
teries in their consideration ai the question do not
indicate à feeling ini favour ai the imavement.

Matters in the Assembly proceeded îith much
smoohness and cordiality until the time when the
coliege reports ivere prescnted. The first ai these
went calmiy ibrougli. Pine Hill was able ta give
an accounit aofatisfactory progress bath in the
wori< donc and in the financial affairs of the insti-
tution. Dr. Pollok a nd Rex'. T. Scdgwick emphla-
sized the need foi an increase in the number ai
those wbo aughit la devote thernselves ta the îvork
ai the holy min istry. They urgcd that ministers
imdividually silouid look ont yaung men giving cvi-
demce af suitability for thîe work, and Presbyterics
have also a duty ta discharge in endeavouring ta
encourage *thosec wha arc wiiling ta devate their
iives ta the iriiistry ai the Gospel. It is gratiiy-
ing ta learn that there is a near prospect ai an ad-
dition ta the proiessional staff ai Pine H ill. Tht
retirement of~ Dr. R. F. Burns, who took a lively
nterest i the college, anîd who dmd so much ta ad-

vaiice its useiulness anI prosperîty, lias occasioned
hearticît regret toaail connected with it-a regret
whicb was shîared in by the entire Assembly. Mor-
rin College alsa had a progressive year ta report. It
was able ta do efficienit worlc, and hae donc iairly
well in keeping its fimancial balance cruc. Tjrougli
the timnely interventioni ai a firiend it was fortunate ini
Iis respect. Last year has for it been an nc imourn-

ing. In the deaths.of Professor Weir, Rev. George
CoulIanid Principal Coak it lost tbrcetai its warmi-
est friends and efficient instructors. Tht tributes
of those who had-studied under the first and last
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namcd ivere timiely and fervent, wnrthy alike af the
speakers4 and of the niemnory of the departcd. The
Iresbyteriatn Collegr of Montrent continues steadily

ini its carecr af advanicerncnt. It is doing excelle.nt
wvork and cxtenditig the spliere or its influience frarn
year to ycar. Finiancially it is ini n excellent posi-
tion, and lias thc prospect of bcingy in a stilt mare
satisfactory condition in this respect ini a short
timie. This college lias anlotiier piece of gond for-
tunle to record. A liencral ni liberal d'ispos tion
and a rcfreslling înodety-lor in tliese dav's of (uni-
versai puhlicity lie lis the courage ta %vithliold Ili,
name-offers ta pay for five ycarq tlhe sal.îry of an
adcitional proiessor in tce Montreal Coltegc. a
the examp"i af tlîis estimîable unklotvn bc conta-
gions ar-nong the iriends oal aur colleges.

Quecn's UJniversity and Collerye lhad ilevis.! .a
good starý'ta tell af excellent oric donie during
the ycar. Its finatucial position w~aq tînt quite s;o
satistactory as its best friends cotîld de3ire. But
hiere the first silag va,, struck. Tite pecculiar rela-
tion afi Queen's ta the Clîurch k tilot wvhat saine
%vould like it ta bc. Wlicn Uic motion ivas made
for the reception and adoption af the report, Mr. W.
Mortimer Chatt, sprang an arnendinctnt on the As-
sembly that at once rotused the spirit af discord.
Tite dcsire that the appaintiment af prifcssars ini the
tlîeologicai colleges b>' the Assembît' is in itselt' a
vcry lauidable ane for wlîiclirmnch c'--i becagently
tir-cd. The maniner in wîhich it liaF en introduced
at, tliis time is far froînbeimîg bcst ftted ta secure
ils impartial and dispaïsiatiate consideratian. Un-
happily it bias the appearance ai bcing pressed by
%iit some, erroncouisly, arc stnpposed ta coilsider a
rival institution. At . Clark at the otitsct, hiowcver,
inade a statemlent tliat ouiglit ta bc sufficient ta dis-
pet tlîat notion. It wvas, liec iin.-itr-0, entîrely ai his
owni motion that lic liad takemi the course he ivas
notv pursuing. Principal Grant made a trenchant
and able reply, but as the hotir for adjourtiment had
cane it was tinfinishced, and the Principal of Quecn s
bas te flar %whct the debate is resumed. It is ta
bc hoped tlîat Uhe irritation occasioncd! by the mani
ner in wvlicli tlîis question lias beccn întroduccd iili
subside as quicly as it lias arisen, that a satisiac-
tary seulemnent of it %vill -be aiicably reaclied, -and
tlîat hiereaiter, as formeîily', tîhe brethiren more imnme-
<iately initec-etcdini ur t!îegiloý-ic.-l clleges tvill
(lWeil togetlier in iniity,.

.VISSIONS, I E AiL)NDFOR EJGNV.

T 11F Missionis, hlome and Foreign, inaintained
Tb>'tic Clitircli are viewcd tvitli great interest

throughaut tîhe Chuircli. Tlîat întcrcst is evidently
deepening. It is rig"lit that it silould. It is for the
preacbinig ai the Gospel it home and abroad tliat
the Chuirclx exists. That is its special mission and
wvhen the Chutrcli becoies uiinmitdftil af its duty ini
titis respect its influence and usefulness is on tlhe
wanc. It is a mistake, as some suppose, that there
is any antaganism between the work at home and
the work ini force lands. The Gospel ai Christ
knaws lia geograpliical limitations. Its canititu-
ency is tîe îvorld. "O0 carth. earth, earth, heur the
Word of the Lo(rd." Sa. tîe Church s nat only
justificd iin secking ta pravide Gospel ordinances for
the ncgiected masses in great cities, the settiers in
nev and remote districts in the aider provinces and
in the nev and inviting fields extending across the
prairiesof the \West ta tlhe Paciflc Ocean. Nor is
tlîe obligation restin, on the Church less imperative
ta preach the G %spelt t the millions inhabiting tlhe
other great continents and the isies ai the sea.
There mav be taa great iaxity -in Uhe discharge
af this dtity, but ncglect ai forcigni missions caninot
bc justified by increased attention to home evange-
lization, stither cati activity in forei:gn missions be
pleaded as an ecuse for ailowing the lapsed masses
ta rernain uncared fa~r. " Tîese aught ye ta do, anîd
flot leave the otlier tindoneY The mission wvork aio
thle Churcli is a unîty, and tic mare fully this is
reali?.ed the lairger will be aur e fforts, and greater
may be the blessings cxpected. Our Church is
beginning ta reailize more fally the fact that Gospel
work is vorld wîde.

Th(: lamie Mission Report prcsented ini a farci-
bic speech by the respý.cted Convener, Dr. Cochrane,
showcd tlutt îith uiidiinished zeal, energy and
pruidt nce Uiececr- expanding Home Mission îvork
of the Churcli %vas carricd on du ring the year. The
efforts of theCÇomninittce are baunded only by the
resaurces in men and mecans tlhe Church places at
their disposai. The good work accomplished by the
Augmentation Fund was very clearly presentcd this
year. It is apparent that the distrust with which

some are disposed ta regard it lias net I'et altogetîter
disappeared. lits purpose and mode af administra-
tion necd anly ta bc bettes- uiderstoa~d ta coinmend
it te' the full confidence and liberal suipport ai the
Chtircli.

lThe Forcign Missionî repart %%,«as stibiitted ini a
jnidicions and clear speech by Mr. laniiltoan Casels,
tlhe painstiking anid cntlituiastic Convencr of the
Caîrmnitter. Foreigu Mission nighît ias dccidedl>y
interesting awing. ta tîhe presence and addre.sses i
Rcv. W. A. Wilson fram àSjeemticî, and Rev.J. Mac-
doîîg-all from llonan. *Tlhe speech af the formcr
%va-; fullai intcresting facts relating ta mission work,
aniîng the natives afindima, and tliougl lie wisely
clîas tet speak ai the obstacles ta its progress tvas
able aise ta tell af the encouraging and bapefuil
indications ai better days for India by its *cceptanice
af tîhe Gosp)e!. Mr. Macdotigall gave a strikimîgly
graolîic narrative ai tîhe trials tlîrouigh wlîi-Jihei
brctlîren in China had ta pass. That tlîcir lives
%vere mercifuilly prcscrved is oving ta Godl's gracionis
care, for they werc very necar joining the noble army
ai martyrs. The ministers and eiders %vio ivere
present on Thursday and Friday evctîings ai last
%veek tvili have a stimulus ta wvorlc more devotcdly
than ever for tîhe extension ai the Gospel at home
and abroad.

THEF C4/r.- 0F T/E IFO UjV;J-.

Nothing of reater importance can ý. dilenge thc attention
af parents and ministers of the Gospel, at the present day,
than the care of the young. Toa auain success i i, parents
and ministers must work together. There is littie hope with-
ont this. The minister may do his best, but if the home is
deficient, lie will fail. If there is ont an avowed consistent
religinus lité in the haime, thme chidren wilI flot follow the
mnint-,ter, buit the parent instead. E'aniple autstrips precept,
though the teaching be the %ery Gospel of God. I chidren
grow up ta be averse ta the Churcii andt t take no interest in
spiritual things, in the nmjnrity of cases we shall find the
cause o! il in the home. What is the conversation, what
the dominant atmosphere there ? Is it reiigious or worllly ?
Would the child or youîth venture i0 speak an religious suli-
jects if so inclined ? The themes ni the newspapers, the
dnings ai society, the party, the entertain nent, the dancing
and day bchooi, the fashions, and so on, these are discussedl
freciy. Indeed, every side ci hunian nature often gets atten-
tion-but the religious. On this what silence, what carelul
reserve 1 And if a dear chid, touched by the Spirit of God
in the catechetîcal or Sunday schoni class. dots timidly ven-
ture a word, how aten that coid blightimig expression «'Yoti
are not fit "is the response. 1It is flot aiways sa. Alas i that
it is ever so. In many homes, it wou... be imîpossible ta fiud
out froiii any retiginus conversation and gndlv living that the
children had iinmiortal souls for which Christ died. Tht
body is cated for, sa is tht mind ; but the soul, that whicb
iieeds mnst care, is treated aften wth indifférence or total
neglect. Tht flrst place for a parent ta be iaithilta God
and ta bis own is in tht home. That secured, ai l tse wil
tollow. It is here parents and the ministers ai Christ must
work in unison, if our homes are ta be saved.

MODERN INI)IA.

1 have aiten amused nîyself, during my salitary peregrina-
tions, by imagining what a Hîndu of the last century would
tb:nk ofithe present state af this country il he could re-visit
tht earth. 1 have supposed that his first surprise at tht out-
ward physical changes had subsided, that he had got accus-
tomied ta the iact that thousands ni square toiles af jungle,
which in bis time were inhabited oniy by wiid beasts, have
been turned inta fertile crop-lands ; that fever-smîtten swamps
have been cavered with healthy. wel.drained chies ; that the
mouintain wails which shut off tht interior af India from tht
seaports bave been pierced hy roads and scaled by taitways ;
that tht gient ivers w-hich formed the barriers between pro-
vinces and desolated the country with their floods have now
been controlled ta tht uses aifrman, spanntd by bridges and
tapped by irrigation canais.

But what would strike hini as mare surprising than these
auîward changes is the security ai tht people. In the pro-
vinces where every man. from the prir ce tht peasant, a
hundred years aga went armed, lie would look ataund in vain
for a mitchiack or sword. Ht would set the country dotted
with iinposing edifices in a strange foreign architecture, oi
which he coutld not guess the uses. Ht would ask, What
wealtby prince has reated for himielf that spaciaus palace?
Ht would he answered that the building was no pleasure
bouse for tht rich, but a hospitai for tht poor. He wouid en-
quire. In honour ai what new dcity is this splendid shrine?
And hie would be tald that it was no new temple ta, the gadE:,
but a schooi for the people.-Si'r William Hienter.

Titit Rev. Alcxander %Iiddleton, assistant ai the Barcny Cburch,.
Glasgow, bas been elccted ta St. Muigaets PaisbCburch, Aibraî h.


