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attiviu wad4doy the ioutadalions a( Christian (lith, anti
»em eii 1hîtea Wtlthie prospect ai a resait whlch will
thaow Maei btte for aay solution ar the amystcry ai th%$ lifte
or the. hope o(aumother. en lte uncettaîn andi unuasfatcîry
macisioni ai humaut reasou lnstrait ci the posiive deelira

lians oa divine apoie. Tht time le ehapi rester thxm
w@ thumk oi, when the vst multitudes of the carcicas andi
aoranal Ptafetiars ai CtusitintY 'hall bc scaîtereai anti
duapp&r. wben therst %hall In as sharp a disiniolon as ln
the' prlmllh'e *ge, between thoie who r.eei andi those who
tecels. the Gospel, und the guli fttitrai itudu nommina
Chrltanlty being tliseil, there shahl appear but %wu coin
r t i the Company ci unbellevers who paruli' ..'ic the
docltlit af Christ, auid lte compsny aflie vers whn luav

ing bea htonestiy muunieti ta de the wll ou <,od,. have
sacertAineti the Go$i ta bc (tr. oud. &ua hava provselt. i
lut tieirbhappy expere'nce. tobe tht powrr tif thot and te

w'a~i.nu i <.,t, tntasalatin. Manwiit, Ici evcry truce
bacaruet Christian rjole In tiIs; that what (hrlsuigniîv
daims as siecestary tu the apprehleauon oflis rxctllence andi
aaîlhoahty, anti Iing ei the quor ai I truc failli Ini li nut10
the iesrnlng ai tbc schools nor tofly puwcers af rcaon andi
muraaniltg, nor the accumîulation ni knowae.ge ,but
wbst the Conscience ai mil tucinouwtedges %houiti be in Ali.
anmd aclenowledees the excellence ai in any-1.h< uprighil
aiid, àoneslly ditoitd t., do /t wull of Ca'd.

Tîtese extracts luave been gavea at sori, tengtm, be-
cause sucs teaching is neetid at prescrnt among aur.
selves, ainiast mare than any atiie, anti noune couiti
tue a botter renietiy for moat oi tht aliments ci aur
agt, wimether on tht aide ofithe untuehever or tme noint-
nal Christian.

Tht space alrcady accupieti wail nat permit much
(urtlierllutstration ai the contents ni these açdmirabl
sermons. Ont, liotovver, whuch miust bc spectally
noticed-ihat an "lThe Outcr anti Inner Crect iun
bten,»-wmich muai appeau ta the experîecc of ail.
Hùw truc, for instance, ia this respectiag the real
iMiter crecti which alta flashes out in the hasty, un-
guarticd speeches ai mn i

It Il curfously ilticient [ram abat %viich tht muan avows as
&Churcit m mCrcurousiy différent Iron ata which ie
heau and expecîs ta hcur, and would tua cusappeintei, lier
fliss enrageti, ifle aiti nat licar (rani the pulit.

Andi tiis ia no less truc
Utuaily the Athln that really prevails la duîrtaimcd.-l

hardiy atititteti by amen evcn la thîerscives. I lire is an
cuter cretit ai soutid Theisin; an inner af resu Allheisa, au
leasi ai dotilt anti darkrnas as ta the beang anti cluaracter ai
God. [n sucit A case suureliy wili bc admittei allai tht
light within is diknea, andi great la that darkns.

It is just tbis inner core af Atimeism in tht hearts ai
se many whmo "profess anti cail timscives Chrîs.
hans" il tat gives point anti power tu the attacks ai
open avawcd Atiteism. Antilhtre iromn anoîher ser-
mon, on IlThe Two Grreat Commandîments," 4s one
ofi the tests whbereby nmen cala try thelunstives as ta,
their ital belief ini God;

Men cala delude, anti have tithtidet, and do tielude thean.
selves &bout a love ta Caod, whom they have nlot sce.
%Veil, alheu try yaur love ta your vtighbou?- whom ymu have
keni. Dost 'hou moaarn, as avec tht ungatnes, sa over

î the remaiuuiag mîflsimneas ai îhV nature, tati doit thonu sec in
every outbeakng ofisuch selfisnesa, lime token oftylhat, if
* iaaemoved, will makt a hell for alte. evea thouh noa place
ot darteness wett prepared for tht satiner? la tbis thy
gUl*tf tbat tilau doit litile (nt laitiers ? Ait thon wiuliag ta

belpuhy brother la bis neeti? To have patience with liii,
andtu l be iorbeiring tawart in l? Ait thonu sort) thou
hait not mure aime, mare apporuaiiv, maore abili y, ta do

*otit othets ? Or tiost thou gantige any lima:. duàt lhou
«ellet ciery apporiuniîy , duai tliuu fait tau mptoy sncla
i aer as titai hast ta do gooti? Art thom glati tu eàcape
a ppotumit, mai hciping an ly baoîhêr?1 Anti dosatho
wrap thysci up in a mautie cf sehlihua, througit witich no
interesi whieha is uat iinmedizicly thine owut can rendu thy
beurt, awakclu thy sympathies, or cati forth thy excitions P
Thlic how shall it ever bce said that thott tovest thy neagh-
bout as thyselt, that thon lovest thy brother, aventas Christ

iloyetit thec ?
These quotations Wall suffice ta show somethiag of

ithe value af these -sermans, which il is ta bc hapeti
many Witt procure anti reati for themseivts.

______________ FIDELIS.

PRESB YTER Y A CCORDING To 711E
RE VlàED BOOK.

Ma. ED)ITOR,- It is no doutut casier tai crîtîcise
titan ameati, ta, pull dowa than reconstruct, te point
ont tht faraits ai otiters thnn amenti aur own. Never-
tbtiess, a searching and caredai scrutuny shionît bue
exercisea by ail cnncerneti in framirîg "lthe Constitu-
lion anti Fotis of Pracedure" under wiîch, as a
Churcb, vie art ta, live. The abject af the Cenerai
Assembly in submitt:rîg the proseuit draît aif Iltht
Constitution anti Procedure » sýi the Church tai out
Preabyttries anti peuple is, that thesr u.'versifleti 5kll
and wisdomn may tue emnployeti in brînging tbers as
cear ta perfection as possible. To secure this, ai
Cancernet shouiti help. Hence.your present correspon.
dani, Wha la a Presbyter af a q~uarter ofai ae,

standing. wiltes toi conttibute isainet thoughts anti
coavirllans wiuich are lI tais mind concerning il.

Trie section ofithe booke to wîîici hie %vshes ta cai
aittention anmd an whlch tai ofer a tew strictures la nal,
pcr'taps. 'notre fiuity titan aone alliters, but contamna,
ln his opinion, obviaus iuis andi errers whuch shouiti
ue reunaveibeltre bccoming law. It usthe section an

p. :a, whldm degnsila/e Presa5vtery, the coutîr froni
wviuurh aur ecclesuasîucal naine as deràwcd, anti ta mvlisch
cs'ery inquirer naturally lamas for an itelliguble dalli.
tiont, or ai least a camprcbensuve statenuent ai "lwhat
a i'rtdu)ytrry us " Itul as wa laok ai tht ane beoirc
us, we a-k, do tve mati ctter bere? WVut tha detin'*
tuons guven by hall a doren i'resbyterian Churchcs,
nlider anti historiratty better known than ours, open
briore us,-wc are coinpeîlled te, say, No. As a defuni-
tion aftlie 1'rebylery, the language useti is tielective
un inntter, illogucat un forui, arbltrary un wluat il un-
cludes anti lac kug un literary elcilancc. The nmast
obviis tests tif a correct definsiun caanaot be applueti
tri it the subject anti predîcate are tinu icaesure
convertible. Nor do wae titi une tie atiriute rua-
uinrg througlî anti cîuaracteruaîng the whole state-
nierats al ita contents. Even as adescruptionoai 'res-
bytcry, mu nugmi ta grasp anti present the saluent cIe-
unenîs af Ilie nation ai Presbytery, so as ho, imlpress
intelligent iiurers, as wcll as tu gnuide ecclesuastical
lurisi. i abountis toc greatly in analogues, inctudes
ton many classes, seieçling theai arbutraruiy, andt dus.
regards that syntîtesîs, which shouli tunîta the severai
parts lin an organtc whole.

At tht top ai p. 2i, under time wvords, 111E Piuym-
1'E1<y, propcriy wnritten in large letters, wc have tits
muaternent, or tielinition, ai Presbytery.

Tht lyresbytery constats ci-
à. Ordaineil numisîcis within the bounda ta) who arc

pauuorii ofcongregatioaus; lut), wioarepu'otessorsuf tmology
in the Churcli, ur profemssaun coliegtra connecieti wtth tht
Churcit; tc>, wîua are cuiployeci by appointnuent ai lthe
Grattai Assenibly lu tmeni deparimenu ai the wack et l.t,
Church; id), who by speciai ctraent of the Asseaibiy
have theit namcà placeti on the raIl ; (c), who aircengagcd
in ison fields for à ltathered tern %%,th the sancm:on ai
the Assembly's Hume Mission Coutmattec.

2. An eider fronu cadia pastoral charg-t.
Il is obvious that primarily the I'tesbytery coasîsteti

ai ail the IFresitytcrs in a given district unite in aone
body, to ta'Le spiritual ovcrsighit anti direct tht spiritual
affaita ai ils ovin district. Such was the Presbytery
ai Jertisalii, such that ai Epiiesus, Anuiocit anti otîter
centres ai Christian Churclues. AhI tht Presbyttrs, or
eiders, ai tht many Churcmes met uvith tht aposties or
maimisters ai the WVord ta transact tht business, or
seie tht questions which came befare theni. Sa
teaches aur Confession ai Failli in its fanm ai Churcit
goverriment, as appraveti by tht Central Assembiy
ai tht Kirk ai Scotiand, un 1645. <Ste pp. 31 a anti
3t2, Edution ai Etiinburgh, £871.) 'Cht essentiai con-
stituents ai a Presbytery arc nat doctors, proiessors in
colleges, or agents ai tht Churcb, but simpiy Pres-
byters, witter hay or cierical. Like te, tbis is tht
answer which anc ai tht most able divines andi most
learneti Presityteruan jurists. witict itis continent
bas hutherto produceti (Dr P. H ThurnwelIn t the
que.alian "lWhat constitute% the essence ai a Presby-
tery.1" Ht ansvers, 'lNeither aimisters nor eiders as
sîtcb , but simnpiy Presbyters, sarrespective ai tht
classes ta which they belong.» Wec do nat mantn nor
dots titis writcr, that titis dolines more titan tht con-
stituent elements ai a Presbytery. Complate organiza-
tian involves mûre. Accordîng to the dormnition pro-
poseti in aur bock, thtet are no less than five classes
ai miaisters, designated respectîveiy (a), (b>, (c), (di),
(e) included in tht Presbytery. These tters, thaugh
resembiug aigebraîc synibois anti so suggesting un-
known quantutues, are not presumneti ta have sucit
meanîng; but indicate diflerent chasses, flot ranks or
grades of ardaineti miaisters, vite fori tht constitu-
ent or essentiai clements ai aur Prcsbytcry. Il is
suppaseti andi indeeti ielti in titeory that ail ortiaineci
miaisters ai the Presbyterian Church arc tcciesiasti-
cauiy equau. Tht pariry ofithe niinislry was la former
tuants contendeti for anti glorieui in ; thugb by tht
very constitution ai liaus Churcit there is great variety
ai smaii dignitanues ainong thean, andi not a fcw arc
whaiiy cxciuded tramn any place. Wlhatever practicai
or theorettc motives may have prevailei vith the
framers af this defintion ta incitide se mrany classes
azd grades, wt regard it as unauthorizeti, artuitî-ary
antiun-Presbyterian. ýVc wouidask, lVhat principle
af justice, or of regard for the rights ai all ministers,
or- what eltanent of Preshyterian polity governs such

133

cholcc and Authorlzed auçh distinction t We answer,
itre as none. Thlereaus but onc principlé govcrning

the rights anti quatityîng prcachcrà of the WVord for
inembcriiuup in l>resbytery i .c.. that abli arc judged
by Presbytery qualuficti for ranti have tectiveti ardina.
lion t0 the full wark af tha îxîunustry. Tlhis is the
sine< lis tio. of miembersiip in lresbytery. I I liatit;s
which constituuîcs andi daîhes with full ministeriai
rights andýpowcrs. Ilits this whichi entities a minai.
ster to exercuse the functans, enjoy the privileges,
andi discharge the dulies ai lits office. Il us as much
bis rught andi duty ta %it anti deliberate %viti his
brethren on the concrnas af the Itouschoiti of faith, as
ta sit anti do the iuk: in the carîluly houschuld of
whmc.h hoas a5. respon5ubie member. An appreheuision
of sanie sort of danger traort the large nuniber af re.
tireti or teaching nminsters, anti ministers withot
charge, in certain centrai Iliesbyteries led ta thte
bringung the malter ai excluding or linwîng ihtir
power betorc the (). S. Gencrai Ascmbly in the
Uiinted States un u84q. l'ie question tvas proposeti
to:the Asscmblyuin these terms -"lArc mrinuisters with.
out charges constituent meînbcrs af aur Cliurch
judicatorirs, andi have they an cîîîal voice with settied
pastors andi ruling eIders af couigregations ia ccilesi.
astici goverrnient ? " The Assembly decideicn the
affirmative, anti reterreti ta tîteir IlFernai ai Church
Governanent " ini support ai ibis ticcision, quating
these wards- " A l>resbytery consists ai ail ministera
andi ane ruling eIder frant cach coigrcgatian within a
certain district."

Il wjll not be argueti that ministers withaut charge
-ire flot Presbyters, or incapable ofi Preshbyterial flanc.
luons. If' that w~ere so, unany a Presbyttry would
have uts proccedîngs ant i s power badiy andi sud-
denîy deniistied c.eg., The first Prcsbytery of the
Secession Church* ai Seotianti, whîch was composeti
of Messrs. Erskine, Fisher, Moncrief and Wilsonm, liat
no eiders. antfance ai thcsc mirnisters had a pastor-4i
charge for mare than four ycars aitcr the Presbytcry
uvas organîzeti. PARIT.

'Sec bicKerItow's HIstOty ai becesuaOn Chutch, P. 224.
( 7o bc concluded.)

FR£E RIE VSE.D BouK 0,F PUAJMS.

Mît. EruI OR, - May 1 ask permission ta use your
colunins, in ordet te remind Presbytertcs abat thear
reports on the: Reviseti foul, ai 1 orans shoulti be un
my hantis by INarch a ? Sec resolution ai hast General
Assembiy. 1 have receivedti hrce reports already ;
andi if the resi prove ta be ai lîke character, the coin-
mitie wali have valuabie materiai andi assistance for
preparing their final repart.

AIlow mnc aiso ta cali attention ta wlmat sanie
wruîers anti probably somne speakers in Presbytcries
seeni ta, avcrlook, viz., that no nmaterial change bas
been praposed, or can be matie by the camnuittee in
the foran ai procedure without approvai ai the Gencral
Assembiy. Suc-h approvai bas been aiready abtauned
for ail materiai changes, before they werc introduceti
into the book. Still, any ai the c-hanges matie may
bc removeti and the aId procedure restored il Presby-
tories sa desîre. On the ather hand, no material
changes shouid be mnade by nexi Assembly, without
afterwvards recciving the consent ai Presbyteries. At
least the comirautc have sa fat acteti on tbis princuple.
Changes un the order ai the sections and un forins of
expression with a view ta secure unity anti uniornaity:
have botta matie, andi sanie clauses haire been atid
ta, bring out what; the comnxittee think us the iten-
lion ai existing regulatians, or to remove doubts on
certain p oints. These the committte will undoubi-
edhy coniorma as far as passible, and as the criticisna
af the Presbytertes miay indicate, ta the desire of tht
majority. But no matcriai change cala be matie, even
if suggested by a majarity ai Prcsbyteries. Aithough
in that case the unatter wauld be reporteti ta the
General ,Assembly. As examples ai what 1 mean, 1
may refer ta the suggestions thai eiders may be the
Moderators ai Sessions and other Church Courts. A
chanmge sa important cannot be made in revising tue

bokThe pro posai ta mtake a change luke that shoulti
came before the A.ssenîbly by averture. Agant
change tht constitution ai the rail af a Pre5btry as
proposed by Rev. A. Wilson, is beyond tht powver of
the commitîc. Sa, as seeais, ta me, us a proposai
matie by a respecteti marantes in a letter ta, prepare
liturgicai forant foi dht administration af the sacra-
monts, burial, thc soiemrnuzatuon ai ma rriage. It may
be propet ta, coasider these matters; andi taire action ;
but a commaittce on revisian wauld Iaot be justified
in giving therri a place in tht Biook ai Farats.

Yours, etc JOîS~ LAlNO.
Dundis, Firuary xi, ji888.


