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stelving to deddoy the foundatlons of Christan faith, and

mm"f.n;m.d with the prospect of a result which will
{hsow men bsck for a0y solation of the mystery of this life
or the hope of another, on the uncertain and unsatisfactory
coaclusions of human rearon, fnstead of the positive declars
tlons of & divine apostle, The time is perhaps nearer than
| we think of, when the vast multltudes of the carcless and
nominal professors of Cinistianity shall be scattered and
diseppear, when these shall be as sharp o distinetlon as in
the primitive age, between those who e ject and those who
receive the Gospel, and the gult of neuteal and nominal
Chlstianity being closed, there shall appear Lut two com
panles: the company of unbelievers who proudly seject the
doctrine of Chiist, and the company ol believers whn, hay
ing been honestly minded (o do the will of God, have
axcestained the Gosp2l 1o be from God, sue have provedit,
In their hlppy experience, tobe the power of God and the
wisdom of Gad, unto salvation, Meanwhile, les every true
heasted Christian refoice fn this; that what € hristinnity
claims a3 necestary to the apprehens:on of its excellence and
authority, and lying ot the root of all true faith 1 4, 13 nut
E  the lesmning of the schools nor lofly puwcrs of reaon and
understanding, nor the sccumulation of knowledge; Lut
what the conscience of sll acknowledges should be in all,
and acknowledges the excellence of in any—rthe upright
mind, honestly divpésed 2o do the will of Ged,

) ‘These extracts have been given at som. wength, be-

L cause such teaching is nceded at present among our-
selves, almost more than any other, and none could
be a better remedy for most of the ailments of our
age, whether on the side of the unbeliever or the som-
b wal Chrigtian.
The space already occupied will not pernut much
SR further illustration of the contents of these admirable
sermons.  One, however, which must be specially
B noticed—that on “The Outer nnd Inner Creed in
B Men,”—which must appeal to the experience of ali,
How true, for nstance, is this respecting the real
snner creed which often flashes out in the hasty, un-
guarded speeches of men ;

It is curlously diflerent from that which the man avows as
a Chusch member—curiously different from that which he

B hears and expects to hear, aud would be disappainted, per
haps enraged, if he did not hear from the pulpit.

And this is no less true ;

Usually the Athcism that really prevails is disc'aimed —is
hardly admitted by men even to themseclves. There is an
outer creed of sound Theisin § an inner of real Atheism, at
E least of doubt and darkness as to the being and character of
God, Insuch & case surely it will be admitted that the
light within is darkness, and great is that dackness,

It is just this inner core of Atheism in the hearts of
so many who “profess and call themselves Chris.
tians ” that gives point and power to the attacks of
open avowed Atheism. And here from another ser-
mon, on " The Two Great Commandments,” 1s one
B of the tests whereby men can try themselves as to

their real belief in God .

Men can delude, and have deluded, and do delude them.
selves about a Jove to God, whom they have not seen.
g \Vell, then try your loveto your neighbour whom you have
i sccn. Dost thou mourn, as over the ungodhiness, so over
§ the remaining selfishness of thy nature, aad dost thou see in
erery outbreaking of such selfishness, the token of what, if
voremoved, will make a hell for thee, even though no place
or_ darkaess were prepared for the sinacr?  Is this thy
cf, that thou dost little for others 2 At thou williog to
p thy brother in his need? To have patience with him,
end to be forbearing towsrd him? Ast thou sorry thou
Y hast not more time, more opportunity, more abili v, to do
geod toothers?  Or dost thou grudge any time ¢ dost thou
neglect every opportunity , dost thou tail o emplay such
B power as thoy hast to do good ? Art thou glad to escape
[ 18 opportudity of helping on thy brothér? And dost thou
wrap thysell up in 2 maatle of selfishness, through which no
joterest whichis not immediately thine own can reach thy
beatt, awaken thy sympathies, or call forth thy exertions ?
B Then haw shall it ever be said that thou lovest thy neigh-
BB bour as thyself, that thou lovest thy brother, evenas Chnst
loveth thee?

These quotations will suffice to show something of
the value of these sermons, which it is to be hoped
many will procure and read for themselves,

FiDELLS.

PRESBYTERY ACCORDING TO IHE
REVISED BOOK.

MR. EDITOR,—It is no doubt easter to cniucise
\than amend, to puil down than reconstruct, to point
jout the favlts of others than amend our own. Never-
ftbeless, 2 searching and careful scrutiny should be
J cxercised by all concerned in framing * the Constitu-
tion and Forms of Procedure" under which, as a
Church, we are to live. The object of the General
Assembly 1n submitting the present draft of “the
B Constitution and Procedure ® of the Church to aur
Presbyteries and people is, that their awversified skll
jand wisdom may be employed in bringing them as
aear to perfection as possible. To secure this, all
concerned should help. Hence your present correspon.
g isat, who is a Presbyter of a quarter of a centn=,'s

standing. wishes to contribute some thoughts and
convictions which are in his mind concerning it.

The section of the book to which lie wishes to call
attention and on which to offer a few strictures is not,
pethaps, more faulty than some others , but contains,
in his opinion, obvious faulls and errors which should
be removed before becoming law. It 1s the section on
p. 21, which defines the Presbyiery, the court from
which aur ecclesiastical name 1sdenived, and to which
every ingquirer naturally turns for an intelligible defini.
tion, or at least a comprebensive statement of  what
a Preshytery is”  But as we look at the one befire
us, we ask, do we find either here? With the defin:-
tions given by half a dazen Presbyterian Churches,
older and-historteally bewter known than ours, open
before us,.we are compelled to say, No. As a defini-
tion of the Dresbylery, the language used 18 defective
in matter, illogical in form, arbitrary 1 what it -
cludes and lacking in literary elegance, The most
obvious tests of a correct definition cannot be apphed
it the subject and predicate are i no measure
convertible,. Nor do we find une chief attribute run.
ning through and chacactenizing the whole state-
ments of its contents,  Even as a description of Pres.
bytery, it ought to grasp and present the salicnt ele-
ments of the notion of Presbytery, so as to impress
sntelligent inquirers, as well as to guide ecclesiastical
jnsts. It abounds too greatly in analogies, sncludes
too many classes, selecting them arbitranly, and dis-
regards that synthesis, which should unite the several
parts in an organic whole.

At the top of p. 21, under the words, TiE PRESBY.
TERY, properly written in large letters, we have this
statement, or definition, of Presbytery.

The Presbytery consists of—

1. Ordained nunisters within the bounds (a) who are
pastors of congregations ; (h), whoare professors of theology
in the Chutch, ur professots 1n colleges connected with the
Chutch; (c), who are cmployed Ly appointment of the
General Assembly in some department of the work of the
Church ; id), who by special enactmnent of the Assembly
have their names placed on the roll ; (¢), who are engaged
in mission ficlds for & lenuthercd term with the sanction of
the Assembly’s Home Mission Committee.

2, Anclder from each pastoral chargs.

1t is obvious that primarily the Presbytery consisted
of all tha Presbyters in a given district united in one
body, to take spiritual oversight and direct the spiritual
aftairs of its own district. Such was the Presbytery
of Jerusalemn, such that of Ephesus, Antioch and other
centres ot Christian Churches.  All the Presbyters, or
elders, of the many Churches mat with the apostles or
nmunisters of the Word to transact the business, or
settle the questions which came before them. So
teaches our Confession of Faith in its form of Church.
government, as approved by the General Assembly
of the Kirk of Scotland, in 1645. (See pp. 311 and
312, Edition of Edinburgh, 1871.) The essential con-
stituents of a Presbytery are not doctors, professors in
colleges, or agents of the Church, but simply Pres-
byters, whether lay or clerical. Like to thisis the
answer which one of the most able divines and most
learned Presbytenian jurists, which this continent
has hitherto praduced (Dr P. H Thornwell) to the
question * What constitutes the essence of a Presby-
tery.” He answers, * Neither ministers nor elders as
such , but sunply Presbyters, irrespective of the
classes to which they belong.” We do not mean, nor
does this writer, that this defines more than the con-
stituent elements of a Presbytery. Complete organiza-
uon wnvolves more. According to the definition pro-
posed n our book, there are no lass than five classes
of ministers, designated respectively (a), (b), (¢), (d),
(e) included in the Presoytery. These letters, though
resembhng algebraic symbols and so suggesting un-
known quantities, are not presumed to have such
meamng ; but indicate difterent classes, not ranks or
grades of ordained ministers, who form the constitu-
cnt or essential elements of our Presbytery. It is
supposed and indeed held m theory that all ordained
ministers of the Presbyterian Church are tcclesiasti-
cally equal. The parity of the ministry was in former
umes contended for ard glorted in; though by the
very constitution of this Church there is great variety
of small dignitanes among them, and not a few are
wholly excluded from any place. Whatever practical
or theoretic matives may have prevailed with the
framers of this definition. to include so mavy classes
and grades, we regard it as unauthorized, arbitrary
and un-Presbylerian.  We wouid ask, What principie
of justice, or of regard for the rights of all ministers,

choice and authorized such distinction ¢ \We answer,
There 1s none.  There 15 but one ppinciplé governing
the rights and quahfying preachers of the Word for
memberslup in Presbytery ; ue., that they arc judged
by Presbyiery quahfied for nnd have received ordina.
tton to the full work of the numstry. This is the
sine qua rnon of membersup in Presbytery. It is this
which constitutes and clothes with full mimstenal
nghts and-powers. It is tlns which entitles a mini.
ster to exercise the functions, cnjoy the privileges,
and discharge the duties of hts office. It 1s as much
s nght and duty 10 sit and deliberate with his
brethren on the concerns of the household of faith, as
to sitand do the ks in the earthly houschuld of
which he s a responsibie member.  An apprehension
of some sort of danger from the large number of re.
tired or teaching numsters, and mmisters withowt
charge, 1n certain cemtral Presbytenes led to the
bringing the matter of excluding or hmting their
power before the (), S, General Assembly in the
Untted States n t849. The question was proposed
to the Assembly in these terms - * Are mimisters with.
out charges constituent members of our Church
judicatorics, and have they anequal voice with settled
pastors and ruhing clders of congregations in ccclesis
astical government ?®  The Assembly decided in the
aftirmative, and referred to their * Form of Church
Government ” n support of this decision, quoting
these words © ** A Presbytery consists of all ministers
and one ruling elder from cach congregation within a
certnin district.”

It will not be argued that ministers without charge
are not Presbyters, or incapable of Presbyterial funce
tions. If that were so, many a Presbytery would
have its proceedings and its power badly and sud.
denly demnlished ; e.g., The first Presbytery of the
Secession Church* of Scotland, which was composed
of Messrs. Erskine, Fisher, Moncrief and Wilson, bad
no elders, and none of these ministers had a pastoral
charge for more than four years after the Presbytery
was orgamzed. PARITY.

*Sec McKertow's History of Secession Church, p. 224,

( To b¢ concluded,)

THE REVISED BUuK OF FURMS,

Mgr. EDINIOR,- May I ask permussion to use your
columns, in order to remind Presbytenes that thewr
reports on the Revised Bouk of }orms should bein
my hands by March 12 Sce resolution of last General
Assembly. 1 have received three reports already ;
and if the rest prove to be of ke character, the con-
mittee will bave valuable material and assistance for
preparing their final report.

Allow me also to call attention to what some
writers and probably some speakers in Presbytcries
seem to overlook, viz.,, that no material change has
been proposed, or can be made by the committee in
the form of procedure without approval of the General
Assembly. Such approval has been already obtamed
for all material changes, before they were introduced
into the book. Still, any of the changes made may
be removed and the old procedure restored if Presby-
terics so desire. On the cther hand, no material
changes should be made by next Assembly, without
afterwards receiving the consent of Presbyteries. At
least the committee have so far acted on this principle,
Changes in the order of the sections and 1n forms of
expression with a view to sccure unity and uniformity
have been made, and some clauses have been added
to bring out what the commuttee think 1s the inten-
tion of existing regulations, or to remove doubts on
certain points. These the committee will undoubt-
edly conform as far as possible, and as the criticism
of the Presbyteries may mndicate, to the desire of the
majority. But ro material change can be made, even
if suggested by a majority of Presbyteries, Although
in that case the matter would be reported to the
General Assembly. As examples of what I mean, I
may refer to the suggestions that elders may be the
Moderators of Sessions and other Church Courts. A
change so important cannct be made in revising the
book. The proposal to make a change like that should
come before the Assembly by overture. Again, to
change the constitution of the roll of a Presbytery, as
proposed by Rev. A. Wilson, is beyond the power of
the committee. So, as scems to me, 1sa proposal
made by a respected minister in a letter to prepare
liturgical forms for the administration of the sacra-
ments, burial, the solemnization of marnage. It may
be proper to consider these matters and take action;
but a commitltee on revision wouldnot be justified
in giving them a place in the Book of Forms.

or what element of Presbyterian polity governs such

Yours, etc. JouN LaING, .
Dundas, February 11, 1888, :



