
The n.ockvo'ood ne-tie-.

fishitîg bouts of a forni pecîular to
the hîcality. 'I'hy ai-- vvry idvge
-capable of cari ying foirty obr fifty
nien cauch, and tiit' bavu picer
bigh ior,-z t'' w31î!î Il~îd4 r
Shinto charni., *ni ii ii"if shui
go") is fnîisc oiiisî'rps"se

froni the- temîple of ld~ of
Fuji. The ttcxt ras 'Vj-

chojo Sengun-gu dazi-gyo mlanzo-
ku," nieaning tlîît the omner of
the boat pludges lîiniseif, in case
of good fortune at fishing. to per-
formi great usctinl honur of
the divinity wlbose shirine is upon
the surnuit uf Fuji.

In every coast province of Japan
-and even at different fishing set-
tienients of the sanie province-
the for:îî of boats and f1shing luii-
pienients are peculiar to the dis-
trict or seutlemnîct. lindced, it will
somietinies bc- foutid that settie-
mients, withiu a few miles of each
other, rv>spcctively mnumfacture
nets or hoats as dissimilar in type
a-s mighit bc theinventions of races
living tlîousands of utiles apart.
'nus, aniaig variev nuay be in
sonie fiegree due ti respect fur
local tradition, to the pious conser-
vai isni that presurves ancestral
teaching and custoîn unclîanged
thiroulgh lîuudi(re-1is (,f years b ut it
ir better cxplijueti liv the- fact tlat
dIifferent coni nia tit les pr.lctice dif-
ferent kinds of fishiug. and the
stiajes of the nets or the bioats
made at any one place are lik-ely
to prove on investigation the in-
ventions of special experience.
The big \7aidzu li<ats ilînstrate
this fact. They were devised ac-
'cording to the partienlar require-
mnents of the Yaidzu fishing indus-
try, whieh supplies drieri -katsuo"
(bonîto) to all parts Jf the Empire,
aud it w-as necessary tlîat tlîev
shonild lie :îWe tii rit]e aî verv rotngh
sea. To gct tht-n lui or oiut of the
wvater is a liîavy job, but the
wvhoie village ltIls. A kind of
slip)%vy liii inprivi>eui iii a monment
luy layiîg 11it %votiden fraies on
th- i-op l a line. and over flhese
frani. s t he fl1t-hottonied vessels
-yr lianl iii (ir dowvn hy mieans
of long Yocs niî wlvI see a hur-

dreil or more persons. tiflseirg
t-d iii nioviug a single liu.ýt i..i îî-

\vouen anti cvildrien pi1in o-
g(-tbctr in tintle to a curicîns i..-

loiy chant.

,it tlt-jr prows. aie no, dte stran-
gtist cibjicîs mii tlir betach. EVeil
mI- 'l renîarkahîle ale t te liait-bas-

et lîighi and eiglitucn feet rot-îîd*l
wvitlî tie >1-mail I;olt in the- doiel-
shîaped tfop. RajungCl aloîîg the t'ca
wzahl tu dry, tht-y îuught at -unie
d1istance bu mbi-takun foir habita-
tions or but> of Sillne s;ort. Thenl
you çee great wootlen auiclors,
shaped likie pitîuighshaiýres, and
slîod w~itlî nittai iroîî auchors.
wvith four fiokes-: prodigions wvood-
eni niallets. useti for driving stakes
and varionus otlicr inalenit:nts, stili

ilin. îîanuiî.î,of %%hic); -ou
caniot et-en imagine the- p' rpose.
'Flie indit-cuibable antique queer-
ness tof evtýrythling gives v( n that
wtcird sensation of reinotetu .ss-of
the far away ii tunie and piace-
whieh makes tone diinbt thereality
of thîe visilel. And the life of
Yaidzu is certaiffiy the lufe of miany
centuries ago. T1hie peuple. too,
are the 1Feuple iîf ()ld Japan. frank
and kindly as children-good1 chul-
dieu-l humnest ti a fauît. innocent
of the (îîrthcr wo-il d, loyal to the
ancient traditions and the ancient
gods.

I happenied to be at Yaidzu dur-
iug the three days of the '4Bon,"
or Festival of the Dead. andi I
liopetd to stec tlieir beautiful fare-
wvelI cereniony of tic third and last
day. lu rnaîiy paris of japan the
glbosts are furnished with miinia-
ture ships for tlicir voyage--little
niodels of juuks or fi.shing craft.
eaciî containiug offerings of food
aud water and kîudled incense ;
also a tinly lantcru or lamip. if the
ghîost-ýship be dispatched at uiglîr.
But at Vaidzu lanterns only are
set athoat; and I wva% told that they
would be latiuced after dark.
MNiliglit buing the customiary
hour 1ltlce I upyoscd that it
wvas the hur of fareweli at Yaidzu
also; and I rashly indulged in a


