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bitteil off. 0>nc aId beaver tdieu Cange out andi dIrigged the
corpse tliroiigli file injic onit ilitu the Cenitre of file pond1 anid
left it. tliere. 1 fot>nd ont arterwîîrdq tlint the liotise veils ocICi-
pied by t wo big beavere anid al pair of kittejîS. Tvo iii
latter the beavmr Iind the tiuni rep.aired andi the p)ond re.4tored
to its formîer lcvel.

IThe feiiale oetter bringg forth lier voltif; alioiit t lie latter
part of May or lir-st of âmue. 1 have livar(I of six kitteîis heîîig
fouîid inii litter but ]lave iiever seeii more tham tlirec. i
shonhd jîiffge thait t1iel r liati ng tinmc i s ini (ctober or Novemîber,
as I ave oftein seenl the tri t lihat timea of live or six big,
otters travelling togetlier. Whlîe tile cîtter is a plavfnil, affec-
t ioiîat anjimîal, lie is very isociable :ît. tlignes. Thle old imales:
wilt ofteii bc fouuid alcitii. wvitil the feiîiale, nevocitule by

hInst v'car's etibs is lcft to sitift. for hierSeif. The* cîter iii on(- (;f
til ic asit it an imuais t o taile i rt e %vorli. 4ftei' lie li aq Coii
cludeil flint lie beloîigs t voit lie %vil I fcillo v oit arcicii every-
%çllere, mil lie ixecoliies a t lioroug-li lîllisaure. The i ia:le ot ter
is sliglity larger tlitan the feigile. Tlîeir pelts, like titt»e (if
atil siliall fitr-b(-tearnr, arc at tiiejii Igest iii tie %% inter anid early
Sprintg.

The nase of tue( otter iS ftilly equal t o t liat. of thle fox. 1
]lave seen tiîcir tracks iiiftle deep Snow, %vluec tlîey have
ttiried about înid mîade off on arconut of c:îtclîing the scelt of

i triîl two liiidred yards away. %Vlierc tiliey have beeii
îîînchl Ilinitcdl ait otter iwill travel a1 lonig way ratdier tfiat cîc».s

a1 limitait trail. Wiere tiey have liot becuî cistiirbed tie tuai
exciteS tlîeir ceîrioý:ity anîd tliey wvill follov it qîlite à dlistaille.
1 was going %ip tie ire on Renuits oîîe wviiter's ulay, thi, Wiiid
blowiiîg dowîi streaili, wlieiî I saw aut otter a few rods aiîend
of in aetin, in a very ixectiliar ilinnier, ruîinug lup oui a UlioV-
bau k, gtiifitig tflic air aiid fiîiallv divi ug pini iîîp, it0 u ai r-

haole. 'riere %ms a second air-lioe further dom~ in treaîîî aind,
tlikiiug it likcely flic ottler wvotil( inake ]lis appearatice tiiere,
1 laid for huai mâi sliot liîîî %vitlî a rifle as >ooii as lie ramie tîbit.

Rhstiiig iny jotiruî'-y ni) streaiî 1 miet goy liartiier, t'ringle,
liaif il utile abonve, roiîîiig dowvii the ire, Sie 1 ce tîiellided tliat
tliv otter hnd sîitl liii Mien lie iîut have been about a muile

aa.Isuppose everyhoidy ke awart- of the fîiiii linbit tige
otter lîiq, iii the roll "e of lus travel:, of coastiuîg lit)% îî thec.
bank of a lake or strean. It semis to be a sort of pieiic thiey
iiidîîge iii ta add varic'ty te tlîer long 'iptrî.ys frotte place to)
place. I have oficil sea tiei nwxsing tilciselves in this
way. Tliey li roll aroîîîd awhile on thle baîik elparrîng- and
tiiiiig over euric <'tler, theu :shidiing duîn uî the cline oit tieir
bellieQ, oîîe aftcr the atller, iiiîd.zlal.sli ii Ilhe miter. Thîis is
Uîicir favorite. spatrt.:îs Ini.g as the lakes andu brook> rcmuaiîi
open. Thley hardly ever asceîîd the slide, geiîerally climbing
tic baîîk perhiaps. a yar <ir eu feet tu oile side or' it, uhiei

is Casier tu get lup. Tlien tlîey wvilI ganibol about agalin previ-
uns to takiug auiothîer slide. I hiave seen, tie wili failily of
Old and yottng oîîes plavinig lu titis way for five or tela mîinutes.

Il Soine t.nîppers Qet tlîcir traps at tile lieaci -f the tlie!zlide,
carefiilly covered witlî earth or inoss, or <'Ise tîut-*.e %ater
nt the point wliere UIl otters start to cliiîb, care- being taken to
place tic tmap a fcw ilichîes to olie sideof Ile cenltre of the~ trail,
becatise the otter's legs are very short and plinted seveu or
eiglit iiiclies :tpart o1 tlie boîdy. If fle trap wvas lseu iii tile
centre of the tri ' il it wotild b;e spruîig by the otter's body anîd
lie wouild surely escnîlx.. Mlien co:istiiig clown the sifile the
otter's legti liaîig liiup by lîk sides, so it. is 1no lise to set. tue( trip
at the boWtoin o! the slide. 1 ]lave uiever fotiid it p)rofitable to
set iny iraps eut or licar the o'ldle. Yoti have got tCI disturb

soiiietlîiîg ii (loiiigt tie work anid as ottersàtire iiowadaysiuglity
%%-ide awa-tke( tliey %vill be Qstre ta notice it. Up on uuîy grotîinds,
w Ii icli nie ais gccad nis aily ini thle prov ince, if iii iyChnge iii maîde
iii t'le viciinit af tile .ld14ilia the displaccuileiit of il stick,

or- eVei Uihe blazing cof l t rec, filecotters wvilI go shy of thiat
pairticuilar slide. Wlieil a p is locatcd at or micar tIue slide i1o
bait iS 1ics(r,\eceIt. to rziuh a littie caàstor-euini oui a stick or
eliver plact(eci a fcw% yards aw:îv tp) tile baik, wvtiî tile -:cenît ide

cl»isutîat it %viil iic)t bv washiled cîtit 1W the in 1.
If a mailu kiicîws lus grotiid Ile cai figure ont pretty

cluevthle citer'he cof tr-avel uip or lomi tile -treainx. TIhe,
be->t. ffl:îuî is tu seef.lie place wvlivre tliere ks a rul of îîîoder-
ate.lyv lc malter and iwliere al moot oi' rock projecti froîîî the
buatik. Iave yolir tmp aloligsile of titat, %isilg UIl Catlremil
ini thle îrc Iiliirv %v:v and also songeî letale fisI i for bait h îîuîg a
hittli ta cone sie cf thie trap, si) tient wtlien tile otter turits aboltt
ta sve %vitat it ks lie %vill spriilg Ille trap wvith lus foot. The
t rap. as %vé-'l as t lie 1 cule t c wlîieli thle Chiain is attaclied, qlild
lac plaved limicer w~atem. niiù su) rigged Unît it will swing Ile
bitter onit iii thli su reini anid keep lionî tliere, wliere lie is 50011

drclrc ied by the ofii il e trai. Hol wilI keep ditta for a
littIe wlii!ze but m ili s:iiIk ais s:ooli as lie gets tired. The quiestioni
tif %viiere tAi set yotir trap is eveui mîore illpcmtziiit. tlîanui tt of

hmw ta set it. leVi the slidiigt pole, ns>ed vo uiiiieli by old-time
tr.upi)ers., I have liad( very pîon1 suicrcss. It is always aî stîspi-

<'iccus lciokiligb abject. If y.un Catch al bea% er lie is very likely
to îîip c>ff the pole anid geL away. M)ters eau songie Mines be
takeii c lirautgli liccles iii thli ice by setting thue tr.lp 011 vient iii
calleul a crowv's îicst, tlînt is a stieli %vitl tliree projectiuîg
prcuîîgs. Butt. au1 atter finit is lnp to sîaîiff wvill not go iieair su
chiuilisy a rig as finit.

1 onîce kiîewv of al yearlinîg otter beiîig cauigit~ iii a inost
reîakbewav. .\ Freictitaii natned, l)-anien Gutro wvas

fisimg fier sea-trOt on 11atlitir-t. river wlîeui al big liSlî carried
away lus liie. Thîe trat menut dovwnstreain abotut mu! a iîile

m lucere 1 ie lige becaii fa>t tcu a sia:g. -In otter caîlîn alolg.:ilid
miade a graa fier the fronît leit the lîouk iii -aue way morked
throu1gh Ilie gil> ofiUi tihAI anditertid Ille otteïY's ileck. lie

su.sadaromiid at a eliuckiiig rate fier a spt.ll, fiially %% iiîdîing
liiiîcscif up cit Ui uiawliec lie %%as dron lied. tiutru colning
d iistreaili iii lus Mcljuivie caiiae, iioticed the tuipts in the
maîter aid rut-cnered i ligi he as meli a-, tlle Itter anid the ironit.

EXPLORATION IN NORTHWESTER-S CANADA
By H. G. Tycre11. C.E.

Iit the eariv snîititier o! ll8- I lind mnade prelîînitiary
arrangemencits witlî uîî brotherMîr. J. B. T3'rrell, o! Ottawa, tu

aeeo(biipauiy lîim oui a Ceological Stirvey expeditioti ta the
Caîadiii cirliwst.The country tlîat we Iiroiuo!ed exploriiig

ts tluat. hyiîg riortli o! the Caiadiaîî Pacifie ftailmroid for a
distanice ofu(bile huildred alld f1ftý. miles, lii boliidedi one the
cast. anid w~est by' the fiurth anîd fiftlî princeipal iiicridians.

The startiuîg of tlîis aîîd aLlier snirvcy exîceditionli ud been
delavcd a mîoîîth or liore oin accotnit o! then IiiîJian rebellion
tluat wws tlieuî goilig ccli. Riel, tile leader of Uic up~risiuîg, liad
îlot yet becix captured, aîîd Uie tr>cuis were stIi l i amp,
awnitiuig tie sjetteineiit of affairs. ButL after Uic b.ttle o!
Blatoche, whicl sceixxed to lac tlîc final defe:îL of the niatives, it
'vas decidecl tinit exploriuîg parties miiglit safeiv proeeed to the
fielid.

-liter ail inîterviewv with iuny brother at tfile Rossixi Ilonse iii
Toronito, I took, a train froîn flint city at moon on June

j


