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One of the most exzitiug political struggles that this Island has ever witnessed, has resulted in the return of both candidates on the Union
and Taviff ticket; this doubtless indicates tho eurrent ot publie apinion here, us tending towards a Tarigf & fuion witl the sister Colony; some
time must elapse hawever, before sucha mtsure i cliame s the pasitton of importers; s, <hionld the <upporters of a Tariff surmount
the nuweroas diffcalties that will be thrown in their way, the vrivas  reqairements of Government routine will afford the public & suflte
cient oppottunity to reconsider the wihole question. I ay ease the dutics heve can gnly be eollectud from constiners on o {sland, three-
fourths of the imports being purchascd far exportation,

The arguments for and wedinst the inpesition of a Tarid have each theie goad und bad feataers; "and to attempt anything approaching
to an analysis of the various questions under disctission, would be guite out of our provinee : wo trust, nevertheless, that so importast &
subject as that of the discontintanco ot the Fren Port sy<tem. wili Bave the carelf ! attention of those whose iutcres's nre involved in the
issuc : as the iufliction of dutics where none have hitherto existe I, muat ot least for n timag, retard the advancerent of the port,

The I8te severe weather hus cousiderably moderated s merelints are preparing theic Dipments in view of a1 early resumpion of trafie
on the Feaser ; miners are begiuniug to return to the various auriterouns distewets to renmw their cetreh for t! ¢ shining teeasure ; each boat
for New Westminstor bears away o crowd ot havdy wiventarer, whu in exploving the conntry in parsuit of theic hard earned wealth form
the pioneers of vur future populition,

Late news from Kootenay and the Selkick mines, 1ead mars anl-uare to the conviction that ' 2 newly di-covered locatities will,
if the proper mensures are taken by the autnotities, be productive ofgrent arl Ity benefic to thesn Colomes in which Vietoria must
purticipate to a considarable degrer in the eveat of Union with Brotish Celumbia’Teis more than probable that our Atmericau neiglibours will
secure the jncgest portion of the trade this ~*1con: vat onr nitaral advantages are »o strikingly saperior to thelrs, that in spite of theic
nsual enterprise, and our unacconutuble apathy, we st undmbtadly bein futare e great ~ouree whenes epplies will be deawn for that
section of the conntry.

The demand for all descreiptions of morehwdi-v aliint el impeaving, i3 241 without meteh animation, an! goole are trecly offered at
prices barely renumeratve : this ju part, is owin £ 10 by stk ant the Ln g peeiord of deprestonthrough whien we have passed 3 aad
partly to the wish of some of our merchants, to clewr ol remnants of juvole s preparatory ty aceount wles Leing seut home; the preseut
anxiety to aell s therefure only tamporary ¢ el s renew -l supplies oty be loshed toein June, « healthy business nnd better prices
may Le confidet Ly anticipated,

It s wecdless to say that the election of Mauday, alwio-t endiels aborbad the atteation of cur commercial weny aud beyond the
tnos: neceseary wttention to business, the Tarlti wasthe great obiest of attraction ; heunce prives are abous the sgmne as at date of owe last
fsaue, transactions being compurativesy small, no instince of variation ia price can be quoted asn criterion.  Flour i firm at qunotations,
the last advices from San Francisco give quotations abont same ws Disg this is fu ©Onsequrnee of lasge supplies on the way from Chili.

The “Princass Royal” is progeessing rapidly with lee disebitrgs, anl we ace hippy to 3wy the goods ure coming out in firet vate order,

Arrivals last weekh ure tolerably numerons, and we have considerable sulditions to our 2to-ks ol provizions, and other articles adapted for
city consumption, the greatest portion being from San Francisco,

- —— o - - Y e e - — P e o 2P Y
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