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BISIIOP OI' OXFORD ON THE HAWAITAN MISSION.

A few words as to the mission itself. It seems to me that the great thing to
ascertain  with respert to onr Christinn missions is this :—Ts the hand of Giod
beckoning us as a Christian Church at this moment to this particular mission ?
There can be no doubt in any Christian man’s mind as to our gencral duty
respecting missions.  That point was on one occasion clearly settled by that great
man the Duke of Wellington.  An argumeut arose at dinner table at which he
was present. anl a man was laughing in an ungndly and worldly way at the em-

loyment of missions abroad, when there were 80 many persons little detter than
{:cathcm at home.  Thinking the great, strong, masculine mind of the ofl Duke’
would be on his sile, he said, ** s not that so. sir?”’  "'When the oracle spoke. to
the great horror of the inquirer, the answer was; ** I thought that had been settled
from he}ul-qu:u'tcrs. Dl not our great commander-in-chief say to His disciples,
“Go ye unto all the world and preach the Gns[m\ to over;gt creature.”  Duoes not
that settle it for you?”" (Cheers.) It is quite clear to every one who adiits the
truth of the Scriptures that the general duty cannot be shufled off.  The guestion
before us is this—where ought we to go at this time ?—where shall we have God's
blessing if we do go ?  If this question is to be answered by the ordinary rule with
which God’s wond supplies us, it must be answered in this way—that we should

lant the Church of &u‘ist in its completeness in the Sandwich Islands.  (€Cheers.)
r"itjst, beeause we are invited there in a way in which it is impossible 1o coneeive
any invitation to be more direet and impressive.  We are invited by the King and
the leading chieftains of the islamls.  They ask us to come, because th-y sy,
what we now have does not reelaim our people.  They will not adopt the form of
Christianity which has been given to them.  There is another form of Chuistianity
bidding highly for them—Roman Catholicism from France. We do not helieve
that that form of veligion is pure; yet our people are adopting it largely,  Will
you give us your Church.in all its perfectness of diseipline, n its purity of duetrine,
that we may he reclaimed at once and saved foom a superstitious corruptiopof the
truth.  That invitation coming as it does, convinees me that it is a ProWHential
call.  Then look at the wonderful fucilities we have in answering this call.  In the
first place, there is no persceution, but a welcome from the leading powers. In the
next place, the minds of many of the people are prepured to receive our mesage,
and there i a strong. disinclmation to those who are teaching a rival view of the
common faith. Next the elimate is remarkably suited to our own people. - And
next—what has sometimes been urged as a reason agninst it—that the munber of
the penple makes it possible for us to look by comparatively casy exertions to
bringing them into the Charech.  When we look at the hundreds of millions to
whom missionaries are sent, it may he said, what can they do? Tt is Jikg firing a
single shot against a mighty fortification, whereas in the other case wican really
through the native Guvernment and the comparative paacizy of the peaple. in the
course of  few years reach the whole of them ; and if Goud Llesses us in tha\attempt
we can make these islands a branch of our Christian Church. Al these_things
are proofs of God's call.  There are two others. There is no instance since the
day of Pintecost of national conversion in which there has not been this preparation
—that the lenders of the nation must have desired the introduction of the Chnrch.
It was so in Germany. It was so in France. It was so amongst ourselves : and if
you go through history you will find this to be universal. Then, God having
prepared this people’s mind to desire it, js an intimation that Ie meaus us to do
this work. (Hear, hear.) Once again. The time is short, and that is a call.




