
THE FAVORITE.

IlI hope you are flot annoyed at the diarespeet-.
fl mnanner ln whlcki I spoke of your exceedlngly
Pretty little prayer-book," sys Muiraven,
breaking the lau for her.

Ile laot mine," skie answers briefty; ilIt
belonged to Tommy's mother. I arn keeping It
for hlm."l

IlIndeed 1 that maIres It inturestlig. lo it
long einou skie died?" I

91Nearly a twelvernonth. I have several Ot
her luttle possessions - a pheotegrapli amongSt
the number."1

IdWkiat, of-of-the child'e fathr?"l
I oenclude 8."l

IlYon muet taire great caruetfIL t. may
prove of the tmost use somu day in traeing l
Paruntage."1

oi81 think. Hia poor mothur had been so
utturly desurted that the only aine skie could
give me was the name <whlch she bad dis-
oovered te be false) by Whiah the mnan who
betrayed her ealied himself. I wonder, If I uver
muet that maxior dîscover his Iduntlty, whetkier
I should be bound to give up the ckild te hlm.
What le your opinion, Lord Muraven?"l

IlYou set mue rather a diffianît tasi, Mrs.
Mordaunt. It so entîrely depends upon whetkiur
tkie father wili be anxlous to assume bis guardian-
ship or not. Rie could claim the boy, of course,
If he aould prove kits rlght te do so; but tkie
gruater probabllty l9, that he wouid deny the
relatienshlp. Had hoe kad any Intention of
acting the part of a parent to kils chid, he
Would neyer have abandoned the motkier."y

"iYen think so-it le your ruai opinion?"Ilskie
demanda eagerly.

44I1tbink every one must think so. Poor lîttie
Tommy le mosi fortunate to have fallen into
Yonr bands. You may depend upon It, you will
flever be tronblud by a gratnitous application
for hlm."l

ilHow hard-kieartod sornu men are 1"11 h1e
sighe.

IlTkiuy are brutes 1" replies ber companien
determinately; and Irune lu more puzzled than
befe.

"lLord Muiraven - eecommences
again.

diI arna&II attention,. Mrs. Mordaunt."
"4If -1 were te arrive accldentally, ai the

knowledge et who la the child's lather, and
teund he wae flot aware of the tact of kils
existence. ought I to make It known t hlm ?"

"4Ceriainly1l"
téYou are sure ?"
"éQuite sure 1-unless you wish to Injure betb

Parent and ckild. However kind and good you
may be to hlm, no one ean care for a boy, or
advance bis Interesta ln lite, as a father can:
and lite, under tkie mont favorable cîraumetances
Vili bu a serions thing for poor litile Tommy.
If you are to keup kim, 1 arn sorry he leaflot a
girl. I amn afrald you wiil find hlm trouble-
solfe by-and-by."1

6s1 bave no fear et that-only et kils being
taken away from me. 5111-if you considur IL
Wold bu rght-"l

"dDo yon know wkio kis faikier la, iken?"
64I thînk I do; but, please, don't mention ht

Again : IL le qulte a secret."
44Weil, If I were Inikiat rman's place I1skiould

think that you were wrenging me: but It la a
Mater et opinion. Tommy's fathur may -
and probably wll-be only oo glad W lJeave hlm
In your bauds."

"iBut If It were you?"
"6If It were me, I should preler te look afLer

ay own akiud: I skiould not fuel Justiffed la
delegating the duty Wo anothur. I skiould con.
aider IL thu oniy reparation l.kat lay ln my
Powur tW maire bim ; and any one who deprlved
rue et IL, wouid rob me ofthe means et uxhibut-
liig My penîtunce."1

This bursi. o! loquence decides ber. Sorely
gs skie will mounuhils loss, skie dares net keep
Temmy's parentage a secret any longer. If kie
belongs tW Lord Muiraven, Wo Lord Muiraven bu
Inuet go. But skie bardly dares tkink what
P'en Court wlil look k. wkien both o! tkiem are
lost W ,viuw agaîn.

"éHow you have been crying!" I reniarks ber
husbaud tkie nuxt day, as skie Issues trom her
niornlng-room, and nnuxpectedly confronte

"6hÏtle no mater," skie answurs uvasivuly as
'kie tries te Paouhlm tW go upstairs. Shu ls
*vexud bu bas communtud on ber appearancu,
for thu bensukeeper la standing in the hall at
the smre timu.

IdBut it doeslgnity," bo continues pertina-
eloualy. téWhat Is the ruason of IL? Are yen
tu. ?"Y

diNot lunikie luast; but I have been turi
Over old lttera and p'ipers thîs mernlng - and
IL in neyer a pleasant task Wo undurtake. I
%hall bu ail rlgbt agaîn by luncheon ime." ÂAnd
811e escapes Wo the sheiter of kier bedrcom.

IlLor, Colonel i hew Inconsiderate yen are,
ýQestlonlng Madam about thu whys and whure-

Quuirutt, et taling et orie's privai. aDmIra in
publie places. I wlsb yen'd mumember wbere
yen are."

ceVery wuil, Colonel; Lhai'ea àhint for u 10
go. But I ceuldu't belp pnttIng lu a word for
Mm. Mordaunt. Yen musin'i expeciteeo muaki
et ber. She's youms - bu content wlth that.
Wlsur men than yen have found It besi, befome
new, te keep their eyes hait shut." And with
ibat, Mre. Quekett, plcing up a tbread bere
and a scrap et paper thene, disappears quite
naturally Into tbe merulng-moom. Irene, mean-
wie, ls bathlng ber eyes ln cold water. Skie
bas really beun enly eccupled lu tumnlng ovur
old papers-the papers test conceru Tommy-
and trying Wo write a lutter Wo Lord Muimaven
on the subjeci, whlah shahl tell ail skie wlskius
hlm tu kuew, lu languagu net tW plain. But
skie bas tonnd tb. tasir more diffianît tha, skie
antlclpated; ugly thînge loir se muaki more
ugly wben tbey are wrltten dewn lu blacir and
white. Skie bas muade five or six atiempta, and
ihey are ail lu the waste-paper basket. As skie
cornes dewnstairs to lunaheon, looklug qulte
hersuit agalu, and passes Lbreugb the mornng-
room, hem eyea catch slgbt ef these me frag-
mentary records lying iightly onu upon the
other, and skie thinirs how foollek it was et ber
Wo leave the n for any oee W read whe, passed
thaL way. The gong la sounding lu the ball, and
the gentlemen's velcea are huard frein the
dinlng.roorn; se skie gaLbera the tomu shuets ef
paper hasLily toether, and tkimustlng Lber n mb
a drawer et ber davexipont, turne the irey upon
thuma unLîl skie shall bave an opportunity ef
destroylug thum more thoroughly. But skie
cannet Imagine whai maires ber hueband no
silunt and constralnud, dnnlng lunch that day-
and concludes someîbiug muai bu gelig wrong
wiLh thie farm, and trusts Pbilip le net goîug te
brsak throngh bis gunural mule et keuplng eut-
dom wemnlus fer eut-domr couelderatlon; or ibat
Phuiip le net golng teo develep a nuw talent for
indnîging lu the sulirs - whicki appears te bu
the likeileat solution et the change at presunt.

The next day la the onu ftxed for Lord Mlair. "I promise.Bnt wby peak ot yonr deatb,
aven's departnre, and the Colonel ne longer unlesa yen wlsb ta torture me?" l
presses hlm tW stay. "ila IL no gruat a mîstortune, tben, Wo pasbu-

As breakfast lea oncluded and the carniage la yond aIl the trouble ef thie world, and bu sately
crderud rouind te convey hlma and bis portman. laxided on thu other shoreu?"l
teau te the station, Irene remembers ber at- i"For yen-no !-but fer mysef-I ama toosBel- h
tempted ltter et the day before, and fuels sorry flah tW bu able even W o ntemplate sncb a con-.Il
that ht proved a failure. Skie toreseus a greater tingency with cemposuru. If I tbought ht pro. i
dlfficlty in writlng W hlm tkrongh tbe post, bable, or evun possible, nothlng abionld t.ake me
and doue flot uven know wheru Wo addruss hlm. from England 1 Yen are net ilii?"I
Colonel Mordaunt bas fIdgeted off Wo the stables "4Net in the leasi I1I only spoke o et aiicern- l
Wo worry the grooms into barnesslng the herses îng Wo me as IL mlght cerne te yen, or any oeu.
ai lenst ton minutes betore the Urne that thuy I do net desire IL. I amn content Wo live, or-
wure erdured te bu ready; and exoupi for Tom. or-"
my, whe luterrupis the conversation ai every Her volce breaks.
second Word) skie la luft alone wiLh thuir guest. siOr-wkiatT For Heavun' akaie, speak 1"

"lDo yen know," skie commences timily, ilI "i 1wae se bufore we mut agaîn!" l
wanted W sapeak W yen, Lord Muiraven, bufore ilGood God !I" bu utters ; ilwhy did I net put à
yen went-that lae W say, I have eometkilng ra. a ballet througb my braine ber. I was madb
ther partîcular Wo tell yen."1 enougki te corne bure?'l

"iHave yen ? Oh, tell IL new !"hb exlal me He walks np tW the manteliece as tkieugb bu I
eagerly, kils bopes rislng ai the Idea that skie onuld net bear W muet ber gaze, and skiea
bas plncked up courage Wo allude Wo the pasi. catche up the akild and sets hlm ou thuernm-0

diI could net-IL would taire tee maUime; brasured wlndow-etilil betere.her, and loirs luto
beldus, It la a subjeat on which I weuid muach his eyes wlth ber ewn brImrnlng over wlth
rather write W yen." tears.

siWILI yen write Wo me ?"Bach bas spokun tW the ether : the pent-up
siI dld write yesterday - ouîy 1Itoru up the ary ef their burdenud huart bas breiren forth ai

lutter."1 lengiki; and they stand shuent and asharned axid
ilWhat a shame i Whatevur it was, wkiy dld everwhelmed lu the prononce et Nature. Tommy

yeunont lut me bave i?"I le the firsite recail them te a sense et ibuirt
diI conîd net satlsfy mysif : IL was Ion bard uquivocai position.a

a task. Only-sbaould I bu able tede so--wbure ilMamma la aryîng," bu observes pointedly.E
rnay I address Wo you?" "ilNaugbty gentleman."i

"sTe the St. James's Club, or Berwick Casie. Hie ekrîlli unie volce atiracts the attention et
My lettere wiliiaiways bu torwarded frem eibher Mrs. Quekett, wbo le lelterlng lu the hall (a

Plce"favorite occupation et bers dnrlng that season et
idForwarded1 Aru e nont golng W London, the yuar when the attlng.roor doors stand

thon ?"Se epen), and skie Immudlateiy commences, noise.
diy11 for a day or twe. I leave England lessiy, te rearrange the pieces ef old china that

nuxi week for India."1 orneiment the ebelves et acarved oak buffet ont-
idIndîa 1 What sheuld taire yen thre?" 9 aide the dlning.rcom.
diHepueesaesa, Irene 1"Ai tbe senud oetihe ckiuid's words, Mulravun
diHueki 1" quits bis place, and advanclng te Irene, taire.

44Mam ma, wby dld gentleman cati youeny e? ber hand.
Interposes Tommy lrorn Lb. toida et ber dress. i"Forgîve me," bu saye earnestly, difor al

siFergîve me," bu murmura, i"I amn very that I have brenght lupon yen. Say ibat yùu
careiens. Whiat taire me Wo India, Mrm. Mr. tergîve mu!" l
daunt, lu Idiefluas and love et change. Lait au. Mis, Queketi pricire up ber ear Ilie a hunter
tmm1Ilspent ln the United States; ibis I1kiepe when Lb. dogs gîve tongue.
te de plg-sttoiring lu Bengal ; and the nezi wlll "4Yen wroug me by the rquest," Irunu an.
prebably ftm! me lu Tasmanla. Wbat weuld swers. "i cannet thînirkiew I forget myseif 80
yen bave me do? I amn Independunt, rustlees and far as Wo say wbat I did ; but 1 trust yen neyer
lI nued of exciternent ; and there ls nething Wte t taire advantage et my werds."
ireup me ai home." "lExceptInl lettlng their murnory ltgkten may

64Youm tather, Lord Muairaven" existence, I neyer will. And I thanir yeunos
"lMy father irnows that I arn neyer se lîtie muaki for permittiug me te féel we have a mu-

dîscontented as when I arn travelling, and me bu tuai Interust lu this cblld. I see thaL buisa very
consexite te I. And bu bas my brother. And I dear W yen."
have-no eue." 6"linta ndeed 1 I den't ihinir any mether

"iBut India 1 5uch an unheaitby climate. I conîd love a chid more than I do lmt."0
tbeught nobedy weni there fer cholcu." "idAnd yen wiilu t mu love hlm tee, lie shail

osOn the contnery, te go theru fer cheice le the bu the inir betweeu us ; the common greund
oniy way te enjey the country. I can return on whlch wu may meut - the memory lefi, te
whenever I lire, yen irnow. And as te the clim- whlahever gous firsi, et the affection o! the

iaie, IL cannet bu worsu than that et New Yorkr, othun. Hencefemward Tommy ebali bave a fa.
t wheru the boL wuaikier sweeps off Its slxty bead iher as well as a moibur."7
>a day." il wiiî bu sure and iave the lutter tbat I

d'And yen wIll return-wbun?"l spoire of."
"'lu about six menikis, I hope, ikiat la wkiun i"&Ad yen wIll net write te me-net oeu Une

the bot season recommences. I de netgo alone. te cheer mue in any way."1
*A cousin et my ewn, and a very Jelly tellew oft 64I muet nt ; and IL would bu impossible if I
sibe narnu ef Stratterd, go wih me. I shahl corne euld. Whounyen return-perap-,"
Pback me brown, yen wen't know me. WhaL "lIf yon say that I1salhl retura te-merrew."1
r shall I brlng yen home trom Indla, Tommy. A At ibis moment Lb. oarriage-whoees are huard
*big elephant ?"lgltn nth r ldie

IlYen, Yen I brlng a lum-a-Ium. Mamma,grtnoniegaeldv.
f gentleman going Wo brlng Tomnmy a big large "Hure lis the Colonel, Mme. Mordaunit 1"

mum-a-mum 1" Irons startas-fluabeu-and withdrawa ber
1"And yen will really be away six monikis," band qulckly frein that ut Lord Muiraven.
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skie sys druamlly. Skie Is tbluklng Lhat hure
la a rempiete rn dlvulglig the secret et hum
adopted ckhid's paruntage, fer If Lord Mulraven's
arrangementa ton luaving the country are ail
completed, bu would bardly thanir ber for
thrustlng se enerons a change upon hlm as the
guardlansblp et a littlu child ou the very qve ef
hie depanture. But bu mlslnterprets the euh-
dued and druamy toue; bu ruade luni, or thînira
ho ruade, a tender regret for bis aeutemplated
absence, and le ready Le nulluqulaki evumy plan
whieh bu han made upen the spot.

I tbough t fbuiug se, Mm. Mordaunt," bu
replies qulciriy, "ibut if thure weme any chance-
any hope-If I bulIuvud that any eue hue-eh !
yen irnow wbat I mua se ranch butter than I
eau express IL ; il yen wleh me net We go, Irenu,
Bay the Word, and I wli emalu lu Engîand for
ever."1

"-Gentleman say Reny agalu,"1 remarire Tom.
my as bu pulls kis adepted motbere suiris and
loirs up in ber face ton au uxplanatien oethife
uoeuty.

IdBothur thaL chid 1"I exalalma Mulmaven
augrily.

IlBe quiet, Tommy!1 Go aud play," replies
Irune. "iLord Mulmaven, yen qulte miataire my
rneanlng. I ihinki hle a very geod Lblng for
yen te go about and travul ; and arn glad tai
yen should bu able te enjey yeurselt. I wai euly
thlnkxig ot-my lutter."1

Il Bnd L me. Pmay eend IL te my club. I
ahail bu thene te.mornew! I"

I do net thinir I shall. IL was ouly about-
thia kitld,"l' ua lowur voîce. "iDoyen rumein.
ber wbat yen sad once about beîug a frinI eW
hl m If bu lest me?"l

IlPerfeathy ; sud I amrneady Le nedein my
Word 1 "

&6Should auythlug happen whilsL yen are ab-
sent. Lord Muiraven, whli yen taire came ot hlm
ou yeur ruluru? The lutter I spoire et - sud
whlcb wll ontalu everytblng I1iruew about kils
parentagu-I wii leave behlud me, seaied sud
addreaaud te yen. Witt yen promise me te air
ton t4 sud te teilow np any chue IL may gîve yen
as faithfully as may bu lu veur power ?"I
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Mrs. Quekuit, dusier ho baud, la lcoking Inn ai
bue open deel'.

ifThe Colonel 1t" cries Muiraven, loojrlng ai
bis watcb te covur thuir contusion;4 sibow
irne files!1 it Ionearly elevun. Wuil, gcod-bye,
M! s. Mordaunt. I shall bave shet a ruai Bon.
gai Lîger betene we meut agaîn."
"iTiger wli eat yen," Inierpelates Ternay

uuntentiously.
6, Oh, taire cameet yersel!," sys Iruxie, wltb

qulair alarm.
6I 1will-bhleve rme 1 ince yen air iLIt liew

big le the lum.-a-lum W bu, Tommy ? Tep feut

"4As taîllae the bouse," mqplies Tom ml.
"4Are youn Lraps brenght downstairs yut, Muir-

yvent" demanda Colonel Mordaunt, she entera
thu nom. osWe havenL muaki ime tW spare, if
'ou're te catch Lb.eue o'cioak train. That tel-
lw William lasbîhrking kies work agalu, Irune ;
1found the grey flily wlth ber relier off. I de.
clare thure's ne gettlng onu's servants te, do
anytblng unie« oeela constantly at ibuin

"oLook what gentleman givun me 1"Ilmaya
'om my, who bas beuneaccupled wltb Lord MuIr.
aveu aL the wlndew.

ifYour watcb aud chaîn 1"I exolaima Irene.
'Oh, no, Lord Muîraven, iuduud yen muet noL.
Thikilurow youug ibe cbild ls. Yen are beo
gunereus."1

idGunurous 1"Ilmaya the Colonel; ItL'sd-d
foiiah, Muiravun, If you'ii excuse rny saying m
The boy will neyer bu lu a position Wo use IL,
and IL wili bu smasbed lu an heur."1

44No i ibat It4kiall net be, Philip. I wIi taire
care Lord Muinaven's imdness le net abused -
ouly a toy would have been seornuch butter."

diPray lut hlm, kuep it, Mms. Mordaunt. IL
miii. bu natbur a muileft W gut i nId et . 10nomcb
prefer 10 wuar dean oid Beb's, ibat wai sent
home te me laat antumn. P"fYen curtalnly muai have more watches than
yon irnew wbat te do wlLh," grumbies the Ce-
eloa. i"Put Lord Muiraveu'a ponimanteane lu
the canniage, James :-walt, a minute. Lut mu
spuair W the cehuan."

irunu bas tairun Lb. watcb frein the cbuld'a
hnd, and la holding h lun ber own.

"fIL la se ild e! yen," skie murmura.
"fNet ai ail ; IL le a pluasume tW me. Keep IL as

a pludge et wkiat I bave premised lu respect et
him. And If I Lhougbt yen semetImes woeu t,
imenu, iu remembrauce et our trlendahlp,it
wouid maire me se happy."

fi1 will."
diThanire - (led blens yen!" I and witb oe

lcxg loir aud pressure, bu la gene.

Irene takea an opportunhty duning the suc-
coedlug day te examine ber buhavlor aud its
miesu vemy auarcbîngiy, but skie thinirs that,
on the wboe, skie bas acted rigkit. WkiaL could
Muiravun have doue whLh a Young chid jusi as
bu was starting fer a place 11k. Indla? H. couîd
net have tairun Tommy wilh hm; bu would
have buen compellud te luavu hlm lu Eugîand
under the cane e! atrangere ; who. lu the uveut
ot bis tather dylug abroad, weuld-have had hlma
ruarud and uducated without any ruturence Le
hemseL. Yen i skie bulievus skie bai doue wlxat
la huaitfon ai parties. When Muiraven ruturus
skie wili tell hlmLb.eimniki, and let hlm do ai bu
tiluis fit; but unil that event occurseski eali
ireep Lb. cbiid te, herseilf.And as the blaniru
ofet Lb.iowledge et bIs depanture retumasupon
bier evemy now and thon durtng that afterucon,
shu catches np Tommy la ber amuis and emetki.
ers hlm wlLb lues, ans ske reffeots wh secret
joy ibat skie has onietbiug of Muiraven loftiLber
still. liow surpnlsed skie weuld bu te, comparu
ber prusunt feelings with tLbe witki whlch skie
firmi iearnud Lb. uews o et boy'& pateruity.

The sin and sharne et that pasiteflly are net
huas sbocirlag Wo ber than tkiey wure ; but Lb.
stlug bas been withdrawn frein thora. Erlo
loves her. lie wai net base and cruel aud de-
cuiiful ; lb was Fate that irept thoea separate ;
aud on the sinengiki of kisown word, bu la fer.
givun tor uvurytbing - pust, present, and tu
coin. i Whai le theru Wornan wll net, tongIve te,
the man skie loves?

Irene aime beileves this afiemuonu, ihat If
&kie la but permitied Wo brlng up Tommy W bu
worthy et kils father, se ihat wben hu la a man,
and Erie isestti loneiy and uumarlud, skie ray
present thein te each eiber and say, "i eenl
a son te bleuasnsd ceinfont yeur eld age," skie
wiii dusîru netkiing more te maire lite happy.
And feeling moeu Ight-bearted and content than
skie a doue for many a day - aitbough Mntr-
aven bas put mlles betweuu thein--gousi alugng
about the gardon lu the eveulng, like a bhhibu-
seme bIrd.liHer careiiug rathen dtaturbs Colonel
Merdaunt, who (with bis study windew open) le
busy witb kie tarin aconuts ; and rnairing
sinail way aisILtls, witb Mrs. Queiruin standing
aL kils rlgbt baud, sud puttlug lu hum ear at


