
CURRENT E VENTS.

The Quebec Legisiature bas met,
and M. Joly bas so far held his own;
and alhough it is not yet clear how
the (lebate on the Address wili tel-mi-
nate, it is tolerably clear, from the un-
bounded rage anti intemperate ian-
guage of the Opposition, that ail is
over witb the old réginie. Tbree of
the five old Miinisters were ignomini-
ously defeated at the poils, and in the
present Huse, Messrs. Chapleau and
Churcli alone remaîn to mourn and
scold ov er their untoward fate. The
formner is certainly a host in himself,
so far as mad passion and impotent
vituperation goes; but it is vain and
foolisb for a man to make so vile a
use of bis unruly member wben caged
in tbe pillory. Certainly coarser vit-
uiperation was neyer before vented in
a deliberative assembly than tbat in-
dulged in by the ex-Provincial S4ecre-
tary and some of bis supporters. Tbe
closeness of tbe division on the Speak-
ersbip does not by any means fully
express the state of public opinion.
By a very large numerical majority
the country bas undoubtedly sustained
the Joly administration, indirectly
aliproveti the Lieut.-Governor's action,
ani given tbe reckless and extrava-
gant party their coup <le grâce. It is
a inatter of very slighît importance
M betber tbis Government sbali endure
or wbat is to succeed it ; tbe great
andi valuable issue of tbe struggle is a
cleansing of the Augean stable and
tbe inauguration of a new political
era iii Quebec. Messrs. Turcotte and
Price bave been loaded witb abuse be-
cause tbey bave resolved to give effect
to tbe popular verdict, and to extend
f air play to the Joly Cabinet. Tey
are consigned to Ileternal infam,
"I isbonour," and se on, through tbe
copions vocabulary of party vindic-
tiveness. It is ail in vain, l)ecause
most men know botb tbe reai meaning
and significance of abusive language
of tbis sort. The De Bouchervilie
( 4overnment was ail that its opponents
alleged, according to tbe Opposition
journais, and even more; and yet

tbey are now raging, like i affled con
spirators, because Messrs. Turcotte,
Price, anti Loveli wili not aid iii giv-
ing tbemn anotber lease of power, an-
otber opportunity of abusing tbe trust
committed to them. Tbe speech from
the Tbroiie bas the true ring about it,
and miakes a courageous attempt to
grappie witb tbe miscbief at once by
vigorous and sorely-needed retrencb-

lment. Tbe abolition of the useless
Legisiative Council and economy in
otber directions form a preliminary
policy wbicb cannot fail to work the
best resuits. If tbe entire Dominion
wiil only deai witb parties at the next
elections on the Quebec plan, insure
tbe return of men wbo wili consider
their country first and tbeir party af-
terwards, tbpre wiil be some prospect
of an end to scandai anti a bealtby
and patriotic tone in tbe conduct of
public affairs.

Tbe attenïpts made upon tbe life of
the Emperor William of Germany,
hotb, we most fervently hope, ineffec-

1tuai, bave sent a tbrill of horror and
sympatbetic feeling tbrough the beart
of tbe civilized w orld. Tbat an octo-
genarian monarch, dnuring whose reign
SO muci lias been acbieved for tbe fa-
therland, and wbo bas always striven

ito be the affectionate fatber and frieiid
of bis people, sliould be marked ont
for destruction by a band of fanatîcal
and reckless assassins, sbocks tbe moral
sense of bumnanity. A deed so gratui-
tousiy wicked and useless, even bad
it proved successfui, passes and puz-
zles the understanding. Unbappily
ail the mischief is not confined to mere
nervous alarm in higli quarters, or
the panic and sbock public confidence
bas so rudely erncountered. Tbe bu-
reaucracy of Berlin caiî comprehlend

1but -one metbod of deaiing witb the
disease of wbich these insane attexnpts
are but symptoms. The centraiized
systemn wiii tigbten its cords, tbe miii-
tary spirit will grow more imperious
and exigent, and liberty of speech and
opinion, with ail other liberties, wili


